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Twice-a-Week Times select. Of cource It is a trite saying 
that no human being or institution is 
perfect. There is a good deal of room 
for improvement in the city council of 
Victoria, and we hope, with a Mayor in 
the chair who Can work harmoniously 
with the new council, td look back with 
a good deal of equanimity, one year 
hence, on what was accomplished in 
1908,

Proof of this assertion is to be found 
In recent bye-elections, one of which 
was held in Nicolet yesterday, at 
which the Liberal candidate was elect­
ed by over seven hundred of a major­
ity. Other evidence may be collected 
by anyone' in a j&rpper frame of mind 
for the work- tfoiaçL recent contests in 
the eastern provinces of the Dominion. 
Unfortunately, the Toronto 
which is chronically In another state 
bf mind, presents to its readers the 
other side of the picture in a summing 
up of the situation since the general 
election of 1904. It says: The result of 
t,he three bye-elections for the Com­
mons again emphasizes the fact that 
Mr. Borden is making no progress in 
his task of upsetting the government, 
and that Sir Wilfrid is still firmly in 
the saddle. Centre York, Ottawa and 
La belle all return straight government 
candidates. In Centre York, Mr. 
Campbell’s majority at last election 
was 76. Dr. McLean holds the seat by 
19 against a very popular Conserva­
tive candidate, whose father had been 
a pillar of the party. In Ottawa Mr. 
J. B. T. Caron swept the city, and suc­
ceeds Senator Belcourt, defeating ex- 
Mayor Morris by 3,819 majority. In 
Labelle Mr. Bourassa is replaced by 
Mr. C. B. Major, a straight govern­
ment supporter. As Mr. Bourassa was 
practically In opposition before his res­
ignation, the Labelle election is really 
a gain of a seat for the government.

The last general election was< held in 
November, 1904. Since that time there 
have been 42 bye-electlofis. The Lib­
erals have carried 33 and the Conser­
vatives 9. There have been but four 
reversals of the verdict of 1904 In all 
this series of contests. The Liberals 
won North Bruce and lost London in 
Ontario; they lost Colchester in Nova 
Scotia, and won St. John City and 
bounty in New Brunswick. Mr. Ver- 
ville in Montreal won a seat as a Labor 
man against a Liberal, but he votes 
more frequently with the government 
than with the opposition.

In three years the Conservatives 
have not made a net gain of a^singl 
seat. The general election cannot be 
more than eighteen months pistant. 
Nothing short of a political earth­
quake could shake the government 
from its place in the confidence of the 
people in the short period before the 
next appeal to the people.
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Notwithstanding the effect of labor 
disturbances in the spring and of* the 
decline In prices later in the year, 
causing a complete cessation of opera­
tions in some of the most prolific of the 
mines of the province, the mineral out­
put this year is likely to be consider­
ably in excess of that of last year. The 
decline in the. volume an£ In the value 
of metalliferous ores is more than com­
pensated for by a large increase in the 
production of coal and coke. But for 
the disturbing factors alluded to, the 
mineral production of British Columbia 
for the year 1907 would have been very 
much greater than the record for 1906. 
On the whole our principal industry is 
making healthy progress. The markets 
at the beginning of the year are in a 
somewhat uncertain state, but with a 
return of confidence there is every 
prospect that the returns at the end 
of the year 1908 will also prove satis­
factory.

MAMMOTH SALE$3.00

! 1 r-oo.1Dally .......
Twice-a-Week $2.00

Our smart costumes and matchless coats at tremendous reduc­
tions, will be the centre of attraction to-day. Whilst you are 
securing those bargains here are other golden opportunity to 
be found in our show rooms :

Commence 9 a.m. 
To-day

Commence 9 a.m. 
To-day

A LESSON FROM TORONTO.: 1 . Under what may be termed the vol- 
luntary system of municipal govern­
ment the people occasionally rise and 
smite men, who essay the role of 
At least this proposition is true of Can­
adian municipal affairs. The case of 
'Dr. Beattie Nesbitt of Toronto fur­
nishes an Illustration of what we mean. 
The Doctor, being a man of Influence in 
the Ontario Capital 
self -and as the Whitney government 

^acknowledged by appointing 
sinecure .worth nine thousand dollars 

resigned his fat post. Dr. Nes-

«
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bosses.

LADIES’ NIGHT DRESSES X

White and Striped Flannelette Nightdresses. Regular price f White and Cream Flannelette Nightdresses, trimmed with silk
$1.00. Our Sale Price ..................................................   85c. ; embroidery and ribbon. Regular price $2.00. Our Sale

Price.....................................................................................
Extra Good White Flannelette Nightdresses, trimmed with fine 
^--lace and embroidery. ^Regular price $2.25. Our Sale Price

-- __ . ....................................................................................... .. $1.75
$1.00 j Very Excellent White Flannelette Nightdresses, daintily trim­

med with silk embroidery and lace. Regular price $3.00. 
Our Sale Price ............................................. $2.25

;

$1.50Heavy White Flannelette Nightdresses, nicely ruffled. Regu­
lar price $1.25. Our Sale Price

White Flannelette Nightdresses, embroidery trimmed. Regu­
lar price $1.40. Our Sale Price.............. ■...........—.

Pretty White Flannelette Nightdresses, lace trimmeed, silk em­
broidered. Regular price $1.75. Our Sale Price... $1.25

he thought hlm- 90c.. as
!• V

him to a

Dr. Beattie Nesbitt’s attempt to 
muzzle the press was vain. He insti­
tuted two libel suits against the To­
ronto Globe for saying things about 
him and attempted to obtain an injunc­
tion from the courts to prevent the 
Globe from saying anything more about 
him. But the Doctor was beaten in the 
mayoralty contest, and some curious 
nightmares have been shattered or dis­
sipated. One of them is the ambition 
of the Doctor to succeed R. L. Borden 
as Conservative leader. Dr. Nesbitt 
may now have great difficulty in se­
curing a nomination when he aspires 
to a Conservative seat.

a year,
hitt is by nature frank and confiding. 
He did not hesitate to acknowledge the
motives which moved him in resigning 

: of the dtvis- 
He candidly admitted 

out for the spoils of of­
fice and inferentially gave the impres­
sion that there was more to be made in 
public life than in serving his country 

j even on a handsome annual allowance 
—a maximum of remuneration for a 

- minimum of service. But at the time 
.of the Doctor’s retirement from the 
j public service fewi opportunities were 
i offering for a patriotic citizen to serve 
"his country. Neither provincial nor 
Dominion elections were in sight. He 
could not remain Inactive for a year or 

Therefore he announced his in-

the registrarshlp of one UNDERWEAR HOSIERY* ; Ions of Toronto.
: Ladies’ Vests and Drawers, in white and natural, 

fleece lined. Regular price, per garment, 40c. 
Our Sale Price 

Ladies’ Vests and Drawers, in white and natural, 
extra fine fleece lined. Regular price, per gar­
ment,-75c. Our Sale Price 

Ladies’ Vests and Drawers, in white, special 
fleece lining. Regular price, per garment, 60c.

35c.
On This Table we have heaped up a large number 

of sample Suits of Ladies’ Vests and Drawers, 
very reliable goods, in cashmere and all-wool. 
Regular price, per garment, $1.25. Our Sale 
Price .......... ............................................ .. 50c.

that he was
Campbell’s. Cashmere Hose, seamless, absolutely 

fast dye, black and tan. Regular price, per 
pair, 35c. Our Sale Price...................... 25c.

Campbell’s Llama Hose, seamless, guaranteed 
fast dye, in blacks and tans. Regular price, 
per pair, 60c. Our Sale Price.............. 50c.

Campbell’s Lisle Hose, Hermsdorf dye, double 
sole, extra high spliced heels. Regular price.
per pair, 50c. Our Sale Price _______ 40c.

Transparent Lisle Hose, spliced seams, double 
soles, extra high spliced heels. Regular price, 
per pair, 65c. Our Sale Price ................ 50c.

Empire Lisle Hose, lace ankles, all colors. Regu­
lar price, 60c. Our Sale Price................ ~~

Special Black Cashmere Hose, silk embroidered 
fronts, worth every lady’s attention. Regular 
price, per pair, 60c. Our Sale Price ... 50c.

Special Lace Front Cashmere Hose, something 
extra smart and good. Regular price, per pair, 
60c. Our Sale Price................................ 50c.

25c.

50c. ;

Our Sale Price
:

It was hardly necessary for the man­
agement of the Canadian Bank of Com­
merce to state that the absurd reports 
from Fernie affecting the standing of 
the institution were “absolutely tlntrue 
and without apparent foundation what­
ever.” The Canadian Bank of Com­
merce is one of the strongest of the 
financial institutions of the Dominion. 
Whàt object was to be attained by the 
circulation of such wild rumors passes 
human comprehension.. Probably the 
intention was tô . deliver an assault 
upon "capital” or the “capitalistic sys­
tem.”

!e I

two.
tention of becoming Mayor of Toronto. 
That billet would fill In nicely and 
keep him In touch with "the boys’’ un- 

. til circumstances admitted of the Doc- 
tor’s stepping up higher.

Toronto Is very strongly Conserva­
tive In sentiment. But it is evidently 
possible to outrage Toronto’s sense of 
what Is seemly and of good report In 
ptdltlCs, The presence of Dr. Nesbitt 
In the field roused the citizens to a 

of duty to themselves. On New 
• Year’s flay the elections were held and 
Dr. Nesbitt learned the lesson that the 
day of the boss In Canadian political 
life has not yet dawned. He was de­
feated by an overwhelming majority by 
a man probably not so spectacular nor 
so cyclonic In his methods, but repre­
senting the sound moral and business 
sentiment of the community.

Mr. Joseph Oliver, the Mayor-elect of 
Toronto, is a Liberal in politics, but If 
he had been a Conservative he would

!
; 50c.

HOSIERY V

iti
Campbell’s Best Silkette Ladies’ Hose, high 

spliced heels, strong double soles, Hermsdorf 
dye. Regular price 35c. Our Sale Price .. 
. ................................. ............... brvX.. 25c.

Writing from Victoria to the Toronto 
Globe, “Lally Barnard” says: Can this 
be the month of December? A rash 
mosquito, allured by the electric light', 
as the so-called “labor man” is allured 
by thjç fictitious value of an abnormally 
high wage, has just put itself in a posi­
tion to be exterminated. The scent of 
a rose is wafted through the open win­
dow, and this is Canada, dear Canada— 
“Our Lady of the Snows”—ai  ̂the rose.

A Montreal business man who Is well 
known in British Columbia, when 
writing to a friend in Victoria during 
the last week, stated that Ihe financial 
squeeze was easing up and that the 
outlook for next spring kad greatly 
Improved!

i i,

1sense
Representing the Russian people in 

parliament is one of the most hazard­
ous of occupations. Under the British 
system a member of any of the Houses 
of Parliament is a privileged person. 
In Russia he has a choice of privi­
leges. He may exercise the privilege 
of serving the people he was elected to 
serve at the peril of “doing time” in 
Siberia or he may choose the pleasant 
path of serving the ends of the grand 
dukes, the latter to his great material 
advantage. There will be doings in 
Russia when the day of atonement 
arrives.

DRESSING GOWNS
Cashmere Dressing Gowns, in art mauve shades, with pleated 

collars trimmed with lace. Regular price $8.25. Our Sale
$6.10

n In Fancy Flannelette, blue, red, pink, mauve, cardinal, fitted 
with- large collars. Regular price $1.75. Our Sale Price..
..................................................... ...........................................$1.25

Long Kimona Robes, in red, purple, navy and mauve designs, 
trimmed with Japanese floral braid. Regular price $2.75. 
Our Sale Price

T
Price

Cashmere Dressing Gowns, in pale blue, art gray and black, 
fitted with large collars, broacHace trimming. Regular price
$7.00. Our Bale Price

Very Handsome Eiderdown Robes, with large roll collars and ! Very Elaborate Dressing Gowns, in old rose and reseda, ele- 
shoulder capes. Regular price $8.75. Our Sale Price ... | gantly trimmed with lace and fitted with short ruffled
. ........................... ................................................................ $6.75 \ sleeves. Regular price $12.50. Our Sale Price   $9.00

Exquisite Dressing Gowns, in grays and art blues, fine lace yokes, lace ruffles and deep lace edged collar. Regular price 
$13.50 Our Sale Price.................................................................... ’........................................... ................................... ................$10.00

$2.25 $5.00
im­ probably have been elected by Just as 

large a majority.
“machine,” beyond question, has for 
some time been endeavoring to intro­
duce the party system into the munici­
pal affairs of the city, arguing that as 
the patronage dispensed annually is 
more than equal to the patronage at 
the disposition of the Ontario govern­
ment, there Is no logical reason why 
“the boys,” as Dr. Nesbitt and his 
kind affectionately call them, should 
not_dtvide all that Is going up amongst 
themselves. The candor of Dr. Beattie 
Nesbitt In expounding his principles 
aroused Toronto to the danger that en­
compassed her. The people had had 
concrete examples of the innate 
viciousness of the system in the traffic 
in liquor licenses countenanced by the 
Whitney government. Consequently, 
1t was not the politics of Mr. Oliver 
that counted In their estimation, but 
the personality of the man and 
the principles he represented. They 
went to the polls and razed the “ma­
chine’' to the ground, leaving the politi­
cal remains of Dr. Beattie Nesbitt un­
der the debris. -

Ijhis is the second time within recent 
years that the people of Toronto have 
cast aside their political principles for 
their city’s good. Once before they 
were threatened with the thraldom of 
“the machine," and they elected Mr. 
Urquhart, a Liberal, as Mayor, just to 
prove to all concerned that when the 
Issue between corrupt politics and effi­
cient civic administration Is definitely 
raised they are prepared to do their 
full duty. .

Would It not be a fine thing for Vic­
toria It scene issue could be created 
that would thoroughly arouse the peo­
ple to a fitting sense of their duty now 
that the date of the municipal elec­
tions Is drawing near? Something 
which would compel men of conspic­
uous talent, who are accustomed to do­
ing things and have a reputation of 
generally doing things right, to give 
their services to the public during the 
coming year — a year of great 
possibilities in view of the Important 
works that ought to be undertaken. We 
admit that If the right men were to 
volunteer they would be making great 
sacrifices, because their value to their 
fellow-citizens must be measured by 
the value of their work in their pri­
vate business. But it is such men Vic­
toria needs and whose counsel on the 
aldermanlc board would tend to in­
crease confidence In the civic adminis­
tration.

The Conservative
We think Aid. Fell was right in ask­

ing the council to delay in submitting 
a waterworks by-law to the ratepayers 
until all the details of Mr. Adams’s re­
port had been received and properly 
digested. The full report ought to be 
along very soon, and a delay of a few 
days could not have made a great deal 
of difference. But the council thought 
otherwise, evidently In the belief that 
the water problem has been unsolved 
so long that haste has at last become' 
absolutely essential. The by-law ought 
to carry, but strong forces will be 
brought In operation to defeat It.

The Mayor has called a meeting of 
ratepayers only for the evening of 
Thursday next. The object Is to ex­
plain to those entitled to vote the pur­
port of the loan by-law which will be 
voted on on the day of the municipal 
elections. As every citizen who pays 
rent, and therefore pays water rates, 
is interested In the water question, it 
is not likely they will be content to be 
excluded from what ought to prove a 
very interesting discussion.

,

FLANNELETTE
UNDERSKIRTS

FLANNELETTE
DRAWERS

8i In White and Cream, nicely trimmed, deep 
flounce. Regular price, 90c. Our Sale 
Price

In White, trimmed with embroidery and in­
sertion. Regular price $1.25. Our Sale 
Price

Fancy . Flannelette. Dressing Gowns, blue, 
red, pink, cardinal, etc., fitted with large 
collars.

Mayor Morley has not yet officially 
intimated that he will be a candidate 
for a third term. His Worship ought 
to announce his intentions. Is he wait­
ing for something to turn up that may 
be to his advantage as a candidate—or 
otherwise?

\In White and Cream, nicely ruffled. Regu­
lar price 50c. Our Sale Price

& Pink and White, prettily trimmed. Regu­
lar price 60c. Our Sale Price

In White, hemstitched ruffles. Regular 
price, 70c. Our Sale Price 50c.

In Whits with deep embroidered frills. 
Regular price 90c. Our Sale Price. .75c.

Another of the brightest and best 
known of Canadian newspaper men has 
laid down his trenchant pen and enter­
ed into rest. The late Mr. Cameron 
had sat in the chief editorial chair of 
the Hamilton Spectator for a great 
many years—almost sinoe the day of 
the newspaper’s birth, if we are not 
mistaken. He was a very trenchant 
writer, a genial fellow, and will be 
sincerely mourned by his fellow-crafts­
men in Eastern Canada.

35c. 75c.

45c.
% 90c.

The Manitoba government has pur­
chased the telephone system of that 
province. It will be operated as a gov­
ernment service. As Saskatchewan and 
Alberta are both installing government 
telephone systems, all three of the great 
prairie provinces will soon be united by 
one of the most useful of modern means 
of communication. What does the gov­
ernment of British Columbia think of 
this?

On this last day of the year Victoria 
is surrounded by snow-clad hills. But 
not a flake of the beautiful (to view 
from a good distance and to read about) 
has fallen within the favored zone of 
which this city is the centre. We must 
not be considered as exulting over our 
less fortunate neighbors—simply call­
ing attention to a fact which is not by 
any means singular in our experience.

I

UNTRUE AND WITHOUT FOUNDA­
TION. i ::

To the Editor:—We have been re­
quested by our superintendent in Van­
couver to deliver to you the following 
message: •

“The authorities of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce have been shown 
a dispatch from Fernie reflecting on 
the bank. The statements made are 
absolutely untrue and without appar­
ent foundation whatever, and all news­
papers are warned that they are made 
with criminally malicious intent.

“Yours faithfully,
“GEO. GILLESPIE, Manager.”

I An authority reminds us that this 
day forty-five years ago slavery was 
officially abolished in the United States. 
But our neighbors are still in the bonds 
of fiscal slavery, a system which prom­
ises to prove more difficult to kill than 
the physical bondage of the negroes.

i
*■!
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The Colonist takes a sane, albeit a 

somewhat pessimistic, view of civic 
affairs. It would be a fine thing for 
Victoria if every candidate for muni­
cipal service were imbued with a single 
idea of giving the best he possesses 
without regard to the exigencies, po­
litical or otherwise, of the future. It 
would be quite as grand if the opposi­
tion at Ottawa were inspired by a 
similar high purpose. In that case we 
would not have Mr. Borden making 
sectional apepals in every section of 
the country. But, to return to the 
topic of modt importance at the pres­
ent time, we hardly think our contem­
porary is justified in saying Victoria is 
in a bad way. Victoria is doing very 
well indeed—and she will continue to 
advance in defiance of the personnel of 
any council the people may choose to

!i !PACIFIC COAST DEFENCES.1
!v

i;
ftPortland, Oregon, Jan. 2.—The Ore­

gonian to-day will say that the adju­
tants of California, Washington and 
Oregon have been invited by the war 
department to Washington, D. C., for 
a conference on coast defences, at the 
earliest possible date. It is assumed 
that the meeting will result in the 
assignment of national guards to coast 
artillery work.

ANGUS CAMPBELL & CO.
w

NEW DIVISIONAL POINT. THE LADIES’ STORE Sale Terms-CASH 
No Goods on Appr’vl.

Sale Terms-CASH 
No Goods Charged

Humboldt, Sask., Jan. 2.—The C. P. 
R. is coming to Humboldt this year. 
The surveyors have passed through 
here on their way to Prince Albert. 
This will make Humboldt a divisional 
point.

; JNCREASING IN STRENGTH. Promis Block, Government Street Victoria
Again we are gravely informed that 

the “tide is.. setting strongly against 
the présent Ottawa government.”

* j
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DRESSING JACKETS
We offer you a charming variety, new arrivals in comfortable eiderdown, 
etc. All very tastefully trimmed and finished.
All at regular price $1.75. SALE PRICE............................
All at pi ices ranging from $2.75 to $3.75. SALE PRICE

$1.25
$2.00

CHILDRENS FROCKS AND 
COATS /

A Splendid Assortment ; this Season^ Smartest 
_ COATS AND FROCKS, ALL AT HALF PRICE.

MISSES' COATS ALL AT HALF PRICE

CHILDREN'S HOSE ALL MUCH REDUCED

lOCAl m
(From Tuesday's Df

_Yesterday a building t
«.anted to F. Watson for 1
of a barn on Belleville atrj
J180. «

evening the last 
of the Victoria > 

of Owls, was

—Last
the yeaf
Brotherhood
X O. U. w. hall.

_Last evening at 8 o cl
brigade had a short run to 

Fort street, where 
kindling beneath t 
A few pails of wi

garage,
In some 
started.
the blaze.

—Last evening at 8 o’oloci 
Ridge Methodist Sumigr 
thelr annual entertainment 
entitled, “The Coming of 
was given by the memt 
school. After this Santa Cj 
id and distributed the | 
members of the school. T 

attendance of friend! 
-----o-----large

—On Christmas day at 5 
Church cathedra’, Mr. Leon 

and Miss Runie B. 1ton .. .
city, were united in wedloe 
was attired in embroider 
cream silk, and was atten 
T E. Sullivan. The groo 
ported by Mr. Sullivan. M 
were received by the brldi

—Those who.have subset 
Kubelik - Paderewski - Ho 
spoon series of concerts, -ai 

tickets by applyingseason
orary secretary of the \ Ici 
Society, Stewart Williams 
letter or personally, at 
Fort street. The box offic 
atre will he opened for 
concert at 10 a.m. on Jan 

tickets will be lastseason 
box office is opened.

—Antonio Loachiavio, tl 
is wanted In Sydney, At 
who a week ago was reir 
up again this morning 1 
court and on the reques 
Moresby was again rema 
other week. J. A. Alkma 
the bail of $2,000 should 
ably reduced in order V 
might live in a hoteUnsf 
police lpck-up.

refused tb reduce
The mag

ever,
of ball and he was 
other week under th

rema
hp'"'se

before.
-o

—The regular Saturday I 
dren matinee will be give! 
Grand to-morrow afterncl 
little ones will, see a peril 
will please them better tl 
have witnessed In a longl 
big holiday bill show bel 
this week is one of the j 
been given in the Grand. I 
by Ameen Abou Hamed :l 
of eight acrobatic and tul 
and the other features 
Rosaires in a splendid til 
wire act; Gray and Oral 
comedy, musical act; Evd 
In the comedy sketch, ‘I 
Tables”; Evangeline Me 
and acrobatic dancing; ’ 
singing the illustrated scl 
Smiling”; two very funn: 
tures, and the overture. 
Experience in Victoria.” j

(From Thursday’s 
—Next Sunday evening 

will be held at Christ chi 
In accordance with the u

<y
—A. B. McNeill has a 

intention to be a candid 
trustee at the forthcom

—This evening the fa 
E. Le Roy Dakin and 1 
take place in the Emn 
church. A programme 
pared for the occasion.

,-----o- —
—Harold Payne Le Si 

bf Walter Payne Le f 
city, and Beatrice, daugl 
Mainwarlng Johnson, al 
Yrnre united in wedlock 
Wilson, M. A., officiate

■o
st Tuesday afte 
i the funeral ofo’cloc

Campbell, of Craigend. 
took
McCallUm, Oak street. 
McCoy lofflciated. The 
as pallbearers: John 
Rae, T. Mayne and Mr.

ace from the r<

—The officers and tel 
Victoria West Methodisl 
were tendered a banqil 
last at the parsonage, I 
After the repast, some I 
ness In. connection with I 
transacted and the ree] 
ing spent in social into

—Last Tuesday evenlnd 
the British Columbia 
Forestry Association ivaj 
Fioneer hall. The folio 
were elected for the enst 
S. Pringle, G. H. Bam 
William Blakemore, E. J 
McClure, Mr. Hardwick. 
D. Billing and J. H. Mc(

o
—The motormen and I 

the British Columbia Eld 
Company acknowledge wl 
receipt of Christmas gift» 
lowing: C. A. Holland, d 
St. Charles, cash; Mr. H 
A. T. Go ward, local manal 
Hall, cigars; Mr. Bulleij 
Wllkerson, cigars: Mr. I 
gars; H. Dallas Helmckl 
gars; S. Thomson, cigara 
men and conductors join 
a happy and prosperous

-O-
—The death occurred J 

St. Joseph’s hospital, ofl 
Chungranee, second daua 
Chungranes, provision 
city. She was 10 years a 
•born In Victoria. The f 
announced later. Rev. M 
high prie/t of the Gr| 
church, will come from 
officiate at the funeral.

. W*

—On New Tear’s eve a 
the wedding took place 
dence of Mr. J. J. Russ 

■'Hill, of Mr. James Dodd

i i

MAMMOTH
January sale

MAMMOTH 
JANUARY SALE
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