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THE SOLDIER’S STORY.

"It was in Spain, no matter where or how, 
that it was my fortune to take a French 
officer of the name rank that I then held—a 
Lieutenant ; and there was so much similar- 
ity in our sentiments that we became inti­
mate friends ; the most intimate friend 1 ev. 
er had, sister out of this dear circle. Ile

hand—"You turned pale at my son’s sight- 
where did you ever gee him before ? Speak !‘

"Last night on the road to Paris. The 
mask slipped aside. Call back my evidence!

‘The guest returned to Paria before dusk. 
The father conversed with the son on the sub­
ject of his studies ; he followed him to his 
room, waited till he was in bed and was then 
about to retire, when the youth said, ‘Fath­
er, you have forgotten your blessing.’

•• ‘We seek % robber who is within your nomena, which 
walls.’ 1

■• ‘I know it, mount and find him ; I wil
1 are an incomprehensible mys- very wet, he having undoubtedly washed 

himself in a hurry, and run for life t, 
his master. But the evidence was too strong 
against him.

tery to the students of astronomy.
At about the same time, Bissel and Prof

lead the way.’
"He ascended the stairs, he threw open 

his son’s room ; the officers of justice pour­
ed in. and on the floor lay the robber's corpse.

"They looked at each other in amazement 
'Take what is left you,' said the father.— 
Take the dead man rescued from the galleys; 
take the living man on whose hands rests the 
dead man's blood!*

The facts had become known beforehand.

piece, each independently of the other, of­
fered the suggestion that the trains of comets 
may be electricity. Perhap s they are sim- 
ply light ; the sun’s rays, in the r passage 
th ough the unknown substance of the ni- 
éleus, may acquire the power —analogous to 
polarization —of producing the vibrations 
which constitute light.
The heads of comets are unquestionablyi 

formed of material substance, as they are

Not many weeks ago a pair of horses ran 
away with the carriage of a French gentle- 
man, on the Champs Elysees, in Paris, whn 
the crowd was numerous. The danger was 
imminent to many persons, when a Sergeant 
of Police. Discoy, gallantly rushed forward, 
seized the horses by the head and stopped 
them in their flight. A lady passing by in 
her carriage witnessed his courage, and the

was a rough soldier whom the world had not 
well treated— but he never railed at the "The father went back, laid his hands on 
world, and maintained that he had his de- the boy’s head and prayed. He was credu- 
BETTE. Honor was his idol, and the sense of Jous—fathers are so! He was persuaded 
honor paid him for the loss of all else. that his friend had been deceived. He re- 

"1 e were both at that time volunteers in tired to reel, and tell asleep. He woke sud- 
a foreign service—in tint worst of service, denly in the middle of the night, and felt (I visage, and the cross of the Legion.of Honor 
civil war —he on one side. I on the other . here quote his wor ls) said he, ‘as if a voice 
both, perhaps, di appointed in the cause we had awakened me, a voice that said "Rise

He stood there with his grey hair, and his acted on by gravitation, and reflect the sun’s
mutilated limbs, and the deep scar on his light, but this substance is generally of ex- next ay he received a gold watch bearing 

the cipher of the donor. It was that of 
the Empress

tireme tenuity. Stars of of the smallest mag- 
nitude have been seen through the denseston his breast: and when he had told hi- 

tale, he ended with these words—‘I have sa­ porlion o the head, and, in the language of -------- -o --------
Statistics of British Cities.had severally espoused. He had a son a and search." * I rose at once, struck a light, 

boy— who was all in life to him, next to his and went to my son’s 100m. The door was 
country and his daty. I. too, had then such locked. I knocked once, twice, thrice —no 
a son, though of fewer years. We were ac- answer, I dared not call aloud, lest 1 should 
customeds to talk of these children, to pic- rouse the servants.

ved the son whom I reared for France from Sir John Herschel. "The most unsubstantial:
a doom that would have spared the life to clouds which float in the highest regions of 
brand it with disgrace. Is this a crime ? I our atmosphere must be looked upon as 
give you my life in exchange for my son’s dense and massive bodies compared with the ken last spring and some statistics of the 

went down the stairs disgrace. filmy and all but spiritual texture of a comet."
"Does my country need a victim? I have in some however

lived for my country's glory, and I can die has been seen, indicating the existence of a 
contented to satisfy its laws; sure that, if solid body.
you blame me, you will not despise ; sure 
that the hands that give me to the heads- sented by the head is its diminution in aize
man will scatter flowers over my grave. Thus as it approaches the sun,and its re-expansion
I confess all. 1. a soldier, look round a- during ics retreat. It also throws off nebu-tion of Ireland of six and a half millions, will

"Brother," interrupted my mother under mongat a nation of soldiers, and in the name lous envelopes one after another, during the K ve the United Kingdom a population of
her breath, speak in your own words, "not in of the star which glitters on my breast, 1 formation of the train, in a very curious thirty millions. The emigration from the 

dare the fathers of France to condemn me ! manner. | United Kingdom to different parts of the
"They acquitted the soldier—at least they Many of the comets move in elliptical or- world during ten years has been 2.248,355 

gave a verdict answering to what in our i bits and continue to revolve around he sun. | . 1 Le population of Lon lun is now no less 
friend heard the courts is called "justifiable homicide.” 
foot ascended the shout rose in the court which no 1
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"leading cities have already been published, 
very minute stellar point The total p pulation of England and Wales 

is 20,205.504, being an increase of 2.159,576 
during the past ten years. With Scotland, 

Among the mysterious phenomena pre-estimated at 3.200,574, total population of 
Great Britain is now nearly twenty-three

ture their future, to compare our hopes and —I opened the door— I passed to the sta- 
dreams. We hoped and dreamed alike. A bles My own horse Was there, not my son’s, 
abort lime sufficed to establish this confit- My horse neighed; it was old like myself- 
dence. My prisoner was sent to head quar- my old charger at Mount St. Jean. I stole 
vers, and soon afterwards exchanged. back, Icrept into the shadow of the wall by

We met no more till last year. Being at my son’s door, I felt as if 1 were a thief my- 
Paris. I enquired for my old friend and learnt self.’

and a hull millions, which, with the popula-

th I he was living at, K -----, a few miles
from the capital. I found his house empty
and deserted. That very day he had been this wretched father’s. I know not why, 
led to prison charged with a terrible crime; but it would shock me less." -
Josaw him in that prison, and from his own. The Captain n< died.
lips learnt his story. His son had been bro’t "Before daybreak my friend heard the Courts is called "justifiable homicide.” A 
UP as hr fond v believed, in the habis and back floor open gently ; a foot ascended the shout rose in the court which no ceremonial 
principles of honorable men—and having fin- stairs—s key grated in the door of the room voice could still; the crowd would have 
ished his education, came to reside with him close at hand - - • -
at R------The young man was 1ccustomed dark into that chamber behind his unconsci- 
to go frequently to Paris. The father the ous son.
it natural, and stripped his age of some com- "He heard the clink of the tinder-box ; a 
forts to supply luxuries to the son’s-youth. light was struck ; it spread over the room,

• Shortly after, the young man’s arrival my gut he had time to place himself behind
friend perceived that he was robbed. .Mon- window curtain which was close by. The I ask you, do you condemn that 
ies he kept in his bureau were abstracted, figure before him stood a moment or so mo---------
he knew not how, nor could he guess by tionless, and seemed to listen, for it turned The Mystery of Comets’ Tails, 
«him It must be done in the night He to the right and to the left ;,. .;..„„____ 1 ------ 1174

than 2.803034. an increase of 440.798But the orbits of a few have been ascertain- 
cd to be hyperboias, and these consequently since 1851. It is the largest city in the

world, and is growing with a rapidity that is 
perfectly astonishing.-
Liverpool, which is the chief seat of Ameri­

can trade with Engl and, had a population of 
375.935 in 1851 ; it has now 430,000 in- 
habitants.

will never return. Light, ethereal volumes 
of vapour, they come from unmeasured dis­
tances above, below, or on either hand, with
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the father g.ided through the borne him in triumph to his house, but his 
look repelled such vanities. To his house
he returned indeed, and the day afterwards 
they found him dead, beside the cradle in

constantly accelerating, velocity, rush in 
strange turmoil, around the sun and then 
move more and more slowly away on their 
solitary courses into the depths of space —

which his first prayer had been breathed 
the over his sinless child. Now, father and son, 

man ?"
Manchester, the treat cotton city of the 

warid, had a population of 317.000 in 1851: 
it is now 357,000—this includes the sub-

Scientific Am rican.
-----0/0------

LONDON THIEVES.1 uris.
Glasgow, the chief engineering city of 

Great Britain had population of 360,138 in 
1851 ; it is now 416,395, including the sub- 
urbs. It is the second city in Great Bii- 
tain.

to the right and to the left, its visage cover- 
ed with the black hideous mark which is worn! The thief is generally recognized, we are 

told by his wandering eye. In a crowd 
absorbed by a spectacle, he alone is careless 
and apathetic, bent on his own urgent and 
private business. This furnishes a clue to 
the constables—not an invariably correct one 
however, as was proved by the arrest of some 
foreigners, who, after examination, were 
found to be a detachment of Belgian police, 
on the watch for the mauvais sujets of their 
own nation. There are about 7000 or 8000 
thieves in London, but they are divided into

There is nothing more mysterious than 
the growth and motion of the train of com­
ets. When a comet is first discovered by a 
telescope it generally has no tail, appearing 
like a faint star seen through a haze. As it 
approaches the sun the tail is developed, 
starting out on the side next the sun, but be­
ing immediately turned back, as if it were a 
powerful blast coming from the sun. The 
nucleus or the head of the comet is matter, 
though lighter than the thinnest fog, but the 
tail is either not matter at all, or it is acted 
on by forces which do not manifest them-

concealed himself and watched. - lie saw
stealthy figure glide in he a false key in carnivals Slowly the mask was removed, 
applied tu the lock—he started forward, could that be his son’s face » the son of a 

brave man?—it was pale and ghastly withseized the felon, and recognized his son.—
What should the father have done ? 1 do scoundrel fears ; the base drops stood on the 

brow ; the eye was hargard and bloodshot. 
He looked as a coward looks when death 
stands before him.

"The youth walked or rather skulked to 
the secreta re, unlocked it, opened a secret

not ask you sister! I ask these men, son 
and father, I ask you ?"

"Expelled him the house.” cried I.
"Dune his duty, and reform the unhappy 

wretch," said my father. "Nemo repente lur- 
pissimus semper fuit. No man is wholly 
bad all nt once."

"The father did as you would have advis- 
ed, brother. He kept the youth; he remon- 
strated, with him ; he did more —he gave 
I on the key of the bureau. Take what 1 
have to give: I would rather be a beggar than 
know my € n a thief,” said he.

"Right, and the youth repented, and be- 
came a good man ?'’ exclaimed my father.

< aptain Roland shook lie head. ‘‘The 
youth promised amendment and seemed pen- 
lient. He spoke of the temptations of Par­
is, the gaming table and what not. He gave 
up his daily visite to the capital. He seem- 
ed to apply himself to study. Shortly after 
this the neighborhood was alarmed by re­
ports of robbers on the road. Men. masked 
and armed, plundered taverns and even broke

GREAT River.—Admiral Hope, of the 
British navy, has succeeded in ascending the 
great river of Chinn. Yang-tse, to a distance 
of 570 nautical miles from its mouth, with­
out any accident, and it was stated that it 
was natigable for 157 miles further up. mak­
ing in a'i 727 miles, or about 842 statute 
miles from the sea. The Yang-tse, there­
fore, although it be in point of navigation 
neither the Missisa ppi nor the St. Lawrence, 
far excels the Ganges, t e Rhine, and Dan­
ube ; it is indern, the finest navigable river 
of the Old World.

drawer ; placed within it the contents of his 
pockets and his frightful mask, the father ap- 
proache I sofily, looked over his shoulder and 
saw in the drawer the pocket-book embroid-

asmany classes as are to be found among hon­
est men. There are characteristics about
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selves on this earth. If the train were simply 
matter, acted on by gravigation, it would 
follow the head in its track round the sun, 
consequently bonding as the head sweeps 
around the part of its orbit nearest the sun 
into nearly a semicircular curve. Instead of 
this, the train always points from the sun, 
swinging around as the stream of light from 

but when, recovering the mere shock of his a lantern in the fog does when the lantern, 
dastard nerves, he perceived it was not the 119 turned. As. the trains are sometimes of 
grip of some hireling of the law, but a fath- such length that they would reach from the'good thing is in prospect— a gold dust, nr a 

......................... sun toearth, and as the comet when back robb ry—it is not unusual for several 
nearest the sun moves through many degrees of them to post as much as £50 a piece in 
cisor it in a ew hours, the end of the order to provide*the
train is swept around with a velocity which on the job in a businesslike manner. Stolen 
or i < s the e be o its being matter posses- watches undergo a process called, re-chris- 

80 wit t eproperty of inertia tening' —the makdes names and numbers They stated
k the velocity, too, with which the .tail is ;ire taken out. and new ones engraved ; they 

* of or is irreconcilable with the idea of are then exported Go where you will in 
its being subject to t 6 law of inertia. The London, be sure that the thief is not far 
ai of the great comet o 1680, immediately from your neighborhood. We desire to ex- 

after its perihelion passage, was found by cite no needless alarm, but even the handsome 
New on t ave een no less than sixty mil- gentleman in the white neckerchief, who 
ionso miles in ength, and to have occupied joins in the psalms so lustily from his git 

enly bo I* aya in its emission from the com- clasped church service, and occupies the ad 
A, joining (sitting to one’s own at the most
One of the most singular phenomena of 

comets tails is the violent commotion ob 
served in them. Flames stream forth from 
the nucleus in fan-shaped and various other 
and swiftly changing forms, toward the sun

ered with his friend's name. the higher class thief that are positively comMeanwhile,
the 805 took out his pistols, uncocked them mendable. He is very civil spoken, dresses 

neatly, and is temperate in all his habits—a 
drunken thief would not do—and he de­
pends entirely on his own ingenuity and in­
telligence to effect his object—would shrink 
from violence as trom a blunder. A num-

cautiously, and was about to secrete them 
also, when his father arrested his arm. —
"Robber, the use of these is yet to come !”

% The son’s knees knocked together, an 
exclamation for mercy burst from his lips;

A man and woman, one night in a violent
hivestorm, knocked pretty steady at Dean Swift’s 

door, and at length roused him from hisber of thieves will sometimes act together, 
upon the joint stock principle. When a slumbers He arose, and throwing up the 

sash of the window, asked what they could 
want? They answered that they wanted to 
get married immediately, and bad called for

$

er’s hands that had clutched his arm. the vile
audacity which knows fear only from a bod­
ily cause, none from the awe of shame, re­
turned to him. /

••‘Tush.’ sir, he said, ‘waste not time in 
reproaches for I fear the gens d’armes are

that purpose.
"No. But can’t you wait till morning ?” 

said the Dean ; “it is now .1 o’clock.”into houses.
"The police were on the alert. One night on my track. It is well that uare here; 

an old broken officer knocked at my friend’s you can swear that , have the night at 
door. It was late ; the veteran (he was a home. Unhand me. old man. I have these 
cripple, by the way, like inyself—strangs co- witnesses still to secrete,’ and be pointed to 
incidence !) as in bed He cate down in the garments wet and bedabbled with the 
haste, when his servant woke, and told him mud of the roads. He had scarcely spoken 
that his old friend, wounded and bleeding, when the wall, shook —there was the Heavy 
sought.n asylum under his roof. The clatter ofhoofs on the ringing parement with- 
wound, however, was light. The guest had oute
been attacked and rubbed on the road. The "They come ! Off dotard, save your eon 
next morning the proper authority of the from the galleys,’cried the son.
town was sent for. The plundered man de-. "The galleys, the galleys! it is true, the 
scribed his loxs —some billets of five hun- galleys ! ■. said the father staggering back, 
dred francs in a pocket-book, on which was “There was a loud knocking at the gate, 
embroidered his name and coronet (he was alT.. ___ a 1:.. . TL . . j. 1: , a The gens d armes were surrounding thevicomte.) The guest staid to dinner. Late house. "Open, in the name of the law.’- 
in the afternoon, the son made his appear- Nosnewe. 1Q, . , .... FT AO answer came, no door was opened. Some
ance. and evinced much surprise. The guest of the gens d’armes rode to the rear of the started to see him ; nay friend noticed his hones in 1:1 . ,..,. eu . , Il house, in which was placed the stable yard,paleness. Shortly after, on pretence of 111- From the window of the son’s room, the fath- 
ness the guest retired to his room aud sent er saw th, sudden blaze of torches, and the 
for his host. My friend, can you do me a shadowy forms of the men-hunters. He 
favor? Go to my magistrate and recall the heard a voice cry, ..Vc„, this is the robber’s 
evidence I have given, seid he. gray horse- see, it still reeks with sweat!

some urgent reason for pro- 
deeding without delay. The Dean found it 
vain to parley.

"Well," said the Dean, still keeping his 
head out of the window, and talking with the 
bride and bridegroom in the street, "if it 
must be so,111 marry you now. Attend:__
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"Under this window, in stormy weather.
Ijoin this man and woman togeth ar ;

» Let none but he who rules the thunderrespectable of London churches, may be, for 
all one can know to the contrary an eminent E’er put this and min asunder.”

I‘bagsman,’ or a crack. No wonder London SEEING the I.f.i:rn.i NT.—The origin of the 
phrase “seeing the elephant" is as follows:TH & Co., Nang- 

NEY PIECES, MONUA 
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are in Foreign and Amer- 
il St., and 4,4, 8,10 a19

eri shrink from the acquaintance of their 
next next floor neighbours until they have 
made a good deal of enquiry, and obtained 
considerable information respecting them.— 
[London Life.

It is narrated of a certain farmer that his 
life's desire was to see this largest of quad- 
rupeds,until the yearning b. came well nigh a 
mania. He finally met one of the largest 
size travelling in the van of a menagerie.- 
His horse was frightened,his wagon smashed 
his eggs and poultry ruined. But he rose

at first, but bending quickly back as if en­
countered by a furious blast, and then 
streaming away millions of miles into the 
sky. This may be owing to the intense 
beat to which they are exposed from their 
proximity to the sun. The great comet of 
1843 approached the sun within about a 
seventh part of the sun's radius. Sir John 
Herschel calculates that at this distance the 
heat of the sun would be 47.042 times great 
er than it is at this earth, and 24j times 
greater than the heat in the focus of Parker’s 
great lens, which melted cornelian, agate 
and rock crystal.

Usually, as the comet moves away from 
the sun, the train which it is now, pushing 
partly before it, gradually diminishes till it 
disappears altogether. Sometimes, however, 
the train is obliterated in the vicinity of the 
sun, the comet emerging from the sun s light 
without any tail whatever. At other times 
the tail is the longest just after the perihe 
lion passage; at others there are two three 
or more tails branching out like a fan. They 
are frequently curved tike Donati's in 1858, 
and exhibits gyght variety of singular, plc-
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A KNOWING Dou.—A correspondent of 
the Am. Agriculturist nt Union Spring, Ind, 
relates a "tough story" of a dug at that 
place. A large number of shep had been 
killed in the neighborhood, and an apparent- 
ly worthless cur, kept at a grocery , was sus- 
pected of the crime, thought for a long 
time no proof could be brought agains: 
him. But "murder will out,’and one day 
a farmer ami his neighbor saw the dog 
besmeared with blood, in the act of tearing

"VIO Beek- 
LN CCt 

Boston, or at his Manufes- from the wreck radiant in triumph. "A fig 
for the damage," quoth he "for I have seen 
the elephant!'' $-

VER & ro.. - 
stere in AMBROTYPE 
-a

Wholesale and Re- 
MS, 156 Commercial NT, 
on. ec-Onders by Mail 
prompt attention.

aemzs 
MEDAL” at the World's
V6# MED Al. et the NEB.. 
GHES T PHEMTUM at 36 
site 1 States. l'amphlets of by PALMER & CO . Man- 
too. (removed from Spring 
New York.

"Impossible, what crochet is this?' said 
the host

"The guest shuddered. "Paste ! said he, 
‘I do not wish in my OF age to be hard on

And behind and in front at ci her door, again 
came the knocking and again the shout O 
pen. in the name of the law.'

" 1 hen lights began to gleam from the case­
ments ol the neighbouring houses ; then the 
space fille I rapidly with curious wonderers

Tiif. F AMIT.— 1 he family circle is God’s 
ordins nce and is the sweetest, the happiest, 
and the most-hallowed spot en earth. It is

others. Who knows how the rubber may 
have been tempted, and who knows what re­
lations he may have --honest men whom him 
crime would degrade forever! Good hrav- 
ens! if detected, it is the galleys, the gal- 
ley

— "And what then ? the robber knew what 
he braved.’
*But did hi- father knowi» cried the 

guest
“A light broke up u n y unhappy com- 

rale ia urms; le caught his comrade by the

the nurse ry of affection, of friendship and of 
virtue ; the place where those ties of mutual 
dependence and help are first formed, which, 
in Their expanded state, unite human soci­
ety; and, according to the manner in which 
tiie rights of the family circle arc enjoyed 
its duties discharged and its true benefits 
reaiized,are the moral character, the stability, 
and the grandeur of a country. :

a sheep, which was still alive. As soon as
startled from their sleep; the world was the Jog saw he was discovered, he ran to -a
astir, and the crowd came round to know wood lot about fitly rods north of the spot, 

and the men at once proceeded to the gro- 
cery, which stood half a mile alistantsn. a 
south west direction, to inform the owner. — 
Fo their surprise, on entering the store they

what shame or what crime had entered the 
old soldier’s home.

was heard the6 “Suddenly, wi him, there
report of a fire arm ; and a minute or so af- 
Fron is the front door was op ned, anl the 
soNlier appeared .-

"Rater, he said to the gens d’armes, 
‘what would you:
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- • there the very animal they had come to
mplain i f. Lying on the floor, apparently

asleep, as thoug : nothing had il opened, and
j*- 6) h as though just wa ned But on ex-

a they wound hi . vers warm and wring echoes of Heaven’s artillery.

"to to thunder," i* now rendered —take
you r departure to the abode of the reverber.
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