
"-aiMr 'Hfurnt

W^ l^W a^iLt^t <: OU^

THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT.

(An article written for the ' Canadian Magazine " and re-
printed from the issue of January, 1911. The article was re
published in part by the • American Review of Reviews "

in its
issue of February. 1911.)

" Mais, c'est une r^volte " (Why. it is a revolt), said the luck-
less Louis to the Duke de Liancourt. who brought him news of the
people s rising.

" Sire," answered Liancourt, " it is not a revolt •

it is a
revolution."

And when the result of the Drummond and Arthabaska election
was annouced there were many persons old in the political gamewho were mclined to exclaim. It is not a revolt ; it is a revolution "

The significance of the election, in which a usual Government
majority of 1.200 was turned into an opposition majority of over
-00 cannot be ignored. Let it be remembered that in the general
election of 1896 the Liberal party carried forty-eight out of the
sixty-five seats of the Province of Quebec; in 1900 the Laurier{^vemment carried fifty-eight seats, in 1904. iifty-four seats- and
after the last general election in 1908 fifty-three of the Quebec Uatswere found to be in the Liberal column. The Government's
majority m the present Pariiament is around fifty. Presuming
that there would be little change in the representation from the
other provinces, it would require a turnover of from twenty-five
to thirty seats in the Province of Quebec to bring about an entire
change in the alignment of political parties. There are those
claiming to be good judges of political prospects who maintain
that m the event of a general election with the Navy question as
the paramount issue there would assuredly be a marked changem the political map. especially as regards Quebec. Be that as it
may. the situation is such as to be of more than passing interest
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