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protested in her elections almost unanimously against it
She had not experienced the stirrings of free nationality,
nor felt the necessity for association.

You have now, probably, anticipated my view of the
reason for the poverty of national sentiment in Canada. We
note our racial and geographical difficulties, but we must
admit that these reasons do not suffice; for it is very clear
that if Canada were absolutely alone in the world she would
ut once develop a Canadian consciousness, and with it a
Canadian sentiment. Independence means responsibility;
responsibili^, self-reliance ; and self-reliance, the sentiment
of nationality.

We have little national sentiment because we are not a
nation. Being a dependency we have, naturally enough,
the feelings of dependents. But as the boy has in him
something of the man, struggling to assert itself, so has a
colony some of the emotions of nationhood ; and the closer
each of these is to maturity the more marked and apparent
become the indications of full development.

At present we are distracted. Our imofficial orators
bave held up to us, not Canadianism, but Imperialism, and
their failure to achieve success is similar to that of those
who endeavor to love Qod and yet remain out of sympathy
with their fellow men. How can Canadians love the British
Empire which they have not seen, when they do not love
their own country which they have seen? Is Ontario to
have more sympathy with New South Wales than with
Xova Scotia, or Quebec more aflFection for British Guiana
than for British Columbia ? Affection, as Henry Drummond
has taught us, commences with the family unit, and by
habit and association gradually and slowly expands. Some
people would start Canadian affection " Imperially," and I
am afraid even fix it there. No, we must have a Canadian
sentiment first. It is a prerequisite of all Imperialism. As
Mr. Sandford Evans has said :

" From a common Canadian-
ism the forward movement must begin. This principle must
be accepted and acted upon even though the patience of some
of the new Imperialists be tried." (*) We must ourselves

(*) The Canadian Contingrents, 324.


