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"^•'^\^^'---l-« had boen emasculated by wolve. or. as was sometimesthe cpse, by hunters in rude sport. These beasts, whatever they were grew to anenormous s.. and were called by the English and French half-brJds
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a name which is probably Norman French, for it is not Indian. If I am not mistakerthe

Zl^ t^ ''' '''''' °'
''r

''^"•^' '''''''-'' '--^' ^-^-*- - InTmir^bc^:

;lr; iT """V" ^^'-"^'y-' ™--"8- "of neither sex." Such an animal,
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''' ^"' '^'^"*' ^'^'^ ^P^-'i-gl^-- was a striking object in agreahe.d, and, when killed in season, yielded what was known as the " beaver robe "

Thisrobe was greatly prized for its immense .i.e and glossy, silk-like coat, and sold twentyyears ago, for ten times the price of the best robe of commerce
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t-es. According to the Hon. H. H. Sibley, of Minnesota, the last animals

Wisconsin in 1832. For many years afterwards they were still very numerous on theS Ri:?Ln "T^T^^'V!,^'^^'
^^ '''' thelte James McKa^ reTell-knownKed Ruer half-breed trader and hunter, told me that some te. yea.s before he hadtravelled with ponies for twenty days through a continuous herd, and on aluSes as ft
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very truly says, "As the Indians hunted them the race would

extensKu ot the Northern Pacific line, rang the knell of the buffalo. Immense numbersIt true, had been annually slaughtered in the great plain bunt of the R d Riv^h ^
breeds a system which was organized early in this century, and continued in ful force

and children, and a thousand carts, went off in early summer'to the plains,'arwhen the
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" ^--^ y--- by the Americanpot and hide tinitcTs. These men, m order to gratify the cruvings of wealthy ..itizeus 'ortongues and humps were formed into large parties, witn laW.h outfit/.upi^iel bva.tem fi.ms, and being within easy r^ach of the great herds by rail the wtk o'oxterminat.on speedi y began. In due time the pot-hunting gave way to h de-huntin^which was found to be more profitable, and then the havoc\ecame vuly sLrd "s'The hunters' weapons were of the best, and their method so systematic, thiMh t vskmning was done by horse-power. The dead bison was faste'ned to J sake and Z


