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264. THE BARKEL MYSTERY

Perhaps courage is not the correct word; I

mean rather disregard of threats. If the honest

Italians in this country would disregard the

threats of the very smaU number of crinunab

among them, the "Black Hand" nuisance woulc

be wiped out before the sun returned to th<

meridian many times. If the "Italian

would help the police authorities by telhng th

facts when threatened there would be a swif

ending of the "Black Hand" gang.

The reason for the fear m the mmd of th

honest, and even the most intelligent, Italians
j

born of the thought that such leaders as Morell

and Lupo, were more than human m their cratt

ness. and had dark and mysterious ways of avou

ing the best detectives in this country, and th^

they could even commit murder and laugh m tl

teeth of the police. The answer to such

thought is the sentences imposed on Morel]

Lupo and the other members of the gang nc

confined in the federal prison. If there are oth

leaders of less magnitude than these two, ai

who have caused any Italian fear through thre

or otherwise, I invite such honest Italian to t

me what he knows. There are cells unoccupi

in many prisons.
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