
of our Governnaenls, as far as related to
their personal dealioifg with the Govs
ernmcDt, with which thoy were con-
ceoted. Unfortunately lor Nova Scotia,
this Slate of affairs only lasted until
1867. In that year, the men whose
names we have mentioned were
intrusted, as we have indicated, with
our a£fairti, and the%re8ults were, as we
will show, a heavy pecuniary loss to
the Province, and an indelible di grace
on our Provincial history. Their ad«
vent to power was unpromising in the
extreme- It was known that Mr.
Annand, while previously in the Qovern«
ment, from 1859 to 1863, had become
connected wiih a notorious swindling
concern—" the Nova Scotia Land and
Gold Crushing and Amalgamating
Company"— the dishonest transactions
and collapse of which had completely
ruined, in England the crnlir of Nova
Scotia mining stock. Mr. Vail's we'l-
known avarice and inability to distins
guish between right and wrong, gave
him also a doubtful character. But no
person suspected, and very few have
even yet, an adequate conception of, the
extent to which these men vere pre-
pared to cheat and defraud, and did in
lact cheat and defraud, the Treasury of
this Province. By a sort of tripartite
agreement, by which each of these
worthies agreed to wink at and conceal
he dishonesty of the others, Mr.
Annand, Mr. Vail, and Mr. Blackudar,
commenced, ind for many years
prosecuted, a series of transactions, and
a system of dealing -in the matter of
Public Printing—with the Government
(of which two of them were members,
and the other Quoen's Printer) that,
considering the positions o! the parties,
their long continued operaiious, and
the magnitude of the sums wiiich thu-y
abstracted from the Treasury, surpasses
in criminal dishonesty any "scandal"
that was ever unearthed in this or any
other country enjoying consututional
Government. It was d.ff^reat from the
"Beauport Scandal" in Queb c, our
own "Crown Ljnds Scandal," or the
"Steel Rails," "Godericn Hiirbor,"
"Neebing Hotel," and other multitu-
dinous scandals whiuh disgrace the D i-

minion Government ; inasmuch as tlii^y

only reveal dishonest duuliuns of the
governments with support",! s, while in
the matter of Public Prmting the
members of our Government dealt dis«

meat for the benefit of themselves as

pnnters-swindlins: thcmsclven. as a
Government, of tena of thousands of
dollars, which they placed in their own
pockcli, as printers, regardless of their
oaths of office, the interests of the Pro*
Tince, or the honor of the couutry.
How long this state of things would

have been allowed to exist if the Oppo-
sition h»d not interfered, we are not
prepared to say. Certain it is that it
was in operation when Mr. IJill
pined the Government ia 1874, and
jcontinued in full blast—notwithstanding
its exposure in 1875—uutil the middle
of 18:6! On the 17th ^arch,
i87o, Mr. Longley moved for, and
(notwithstandinK the opposition of
of members of the Government) suc-
ceeded in procuring,a spaoial committee
on Public Printing {Debates 1875, p.
18). The committee was composed of
gentlemen of both political parties, em-
bracing, among others, Hon. A, Oay«
ton, the present Commissioner of Mines
and Works, and Mr. I. N. Mack, the
present Speaker of the House. After
nearly three weeks' investigation, the
committee unanimously repor^«»d [vide
JoumaUof House, 1875, App'x No.
'il, p. 1) as follows:

Yoor Commit ee to whom was referrjd
the it-vestination of ttio method and cost
of public printing having, an far as seemed
practicable, complete 1 thtic labors, bes
leave to report as follows:
Wetind.from the tesilmoDy adduced,

that the Qovernmenr, have -given, since
the year eighteen hundred ana sixty-
seveD, to whom ihey pleased, without •

tender or confract, the printiog for the
sever il Departmeuts and Lrt«iaui;Dr<».
That8»id priming has boon enjoyefl a'-

most wholly by the proprietors ot the
following papers, viz,:

The "Acadian Recorder."
The "Morning Chrouicle."
The rcitizen."
That no accocm ob mbmoiusda

whatkvrk has bbbn kbpt bv thii skve-KAL DbPAHTMBNTS WITH ANY OK SAID
PBOPRIBTOKS OF SAID MBWdPAPBitS OF
Wi.EK MIVEN DDT TO THBM.
W« tlnd that tUi Priuring for the Pro-

vincial Secretary's and Treasurer's De-
p.rimeoTji has been paid for by fpeoialwan an 8 for that purp se, without any
aiicou it, b-ing rendered bv the printers
until tJhfl end of the year, while in ail
o'her Dipartaiant8th*8\ steal has been toDRAW LUMPSUMS from tte Treasury
and pay it out for mi-tcelianeou» pu poses,
including public printing, as the Oepart-
meiits pleased.
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uuaWe.OWINQ TO THE PBUNIOIOIT3SYSTEM BY WHICH THE PUBUO


