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(Official Summary Report of Hon. Mr. Miller'- Speech in the Senate of Canada
on the admiss n of British Columbia i, e Union, April Sd, 1871.)

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that al

though he would differ from the two
hon. Members (Hon. Messrs. Letellier
and Wilmot), who had just preceded
him, in the vote he would give on the
question under debate, there were some
sentiments in the siseeches of his hon.
friends inwhich he unreservedly agreed.
He agreed with the hon. member from
Grandville in the magnitude and im-
portance of the subject under consid-
eration—the great scope for inquiry it

afforded—the vast national aspects it

presented, and the grave responsibil
ities involved in the motion before the
House. But he had no sympathy with
the general tone of that hon. gentle-
man's speech ; he could not, in many
instances, see the force of his argu-
ments, or admit the correctness of his
conclusions; he could not certainly
share in the gloomy forebodings which
his hon. friends had indulged in, or in
their want of faith in the ability of
this Dominion to accomplish the great
work on which it had entered. Nor
did he believe the views of these hon.
members would find favor with a ma-
jority of that House or the country.
On the contrary, that Parliament would
prove itself equal to its high duties on
the present occasion, as it had done on
occasions of a similar character—as it

had done in dealing with Prince Ed-
ward Island, Newfoundland, and Man-
itoba, he had every hope and confid-
ence. Such too he believed to be the
wish and expectation of the great ma-
jority of tha people of this Dominion.
There was a doctrine prevalent among
their Republican neighbors, the doc-
trine of " manifest destiny," the mean-
ing of which was familiar to all, and
the attainment of which was frequently
advocated on the principle that the
end justifies the means. That doctrine
looked to the absorption, by that great
power, of all the territory -M this Con-
tinent, either by force or diplomacy,
or in any other way in which it could

be ; ed. He could not help think-
ing, they too should have their
maniiost destiny

; a destiny, however,
not of wrong or aggression, or of self-
aggrandizement at the expense of their
neighbours, but a juster and a nobler
one. Theirs should be a destiny of
enlightened progress—a destiny to take
advantage of the elements of future
prosperity and greatness, of right be
longing to them, and so profusely with-
in their reach, by uniting and consol-
idating in one harmonious whole, the
magnificent possessions of their Sover-
eign in British North America (cheers.)
That he believed to be the destniy of
the Dominion, and it was one alike
worthy of their highest ambition, and
within their ability and reach. He
was aware there were some among
them with whom these views might
excite derision ; there were some who
sneered at what they called the pre-
tensions of this great young nation,
and who were always ready to belittle
its present status, and deride and doubt
its ultimate success. Those, he felt
sure, were a small minority, daily grow-
ing "smaller by degrees and beauti-
fully less." He was unprepared for
the views expressed in some quarters
on the question before the House ; he
was especially surprised at the expres-
sions of his hon. friend from St. John,
(Hon. Mr. Hazen), whose great ability
and large Parliamentary experience
gave authority and weight to anything
he said, when he declared that because
he was an opponent of Confederation
from the beginning, he, as a member
of this Parliament, refused to assume
any responsibility on this question
(hear, hear.) That hon. gentlemen de-
sired to throv- on the originators of
union all the i.sks of its resuLs, while
willing to take all its benefits. But
he was content to assume all that re-

sponsibility, and defend the policy o£
union. So far, it must be admitted,
I'he Confederacy had proved a great


