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1793.] METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

^

formed until the year 1793, and that consisted ol

fifty members. And it was not until 1798 that they
succeeded in building a house of worship in New-
London, which was dedicated to God on the 2 2d of

July of that year.

Warren circuit, in Rhode Island, which included

Warren, Newport, Providence, Cranston, and several

places in Massachusetts, appears on the minutes of

this year ; and the first Methodist church which was
built in Rhode Island was in the town of Warren •

and the first sermon was preached in it Sept. 24, 1794.
As perfect religious freedom was secured to the

people by the original charter granted to the state of

Rhode Island, and of course no form of Christianity was
established by law, the Methodists met with less op-

position there than they did in some other portions of

New-England.

In Provincetown, on Cape Cod, which was first

included in the minutes of 1795, there were some in-

cidents attending the introduction of Methodism which,
as they show the fruits of the carnal mind on the one
hand, and the good providence of God on the other,

may be worthy of record. It seems that a few in

this place were brought under serious impressions,

and began to hold meetings among themselves before

they were visited by any preacher, and they had
therefore no o.ie competent to instruct and guide
them. In this way they endeavored to strengthen
each other's hands for some time, being much de
spised and persecuted by those who " knew not what
spirit they were of," until one of our preachers, who
was on his passage from New-York to St. John's, in

New-Brunswick, meeting with contrary winds, the
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