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THE NAMES SIOUX, AND bAHKOTAH. 51

The Dahkotahs in the earliest documents, and even

until the present day, are calle^a Sioux, Scioux, or Soos.
.

The name originated with the early *i voyageurs." - Foi ^

centuries the Ojibways of Lake Superior waged Far

against the Dahkotahs j an^, whenever they spoke ot

them, called them Na^owaysioux, which signifies ene-

mies. . . i^l. .^ X-

The French traders, to avoid exciting the attention

of Indians, while conversing in their presence, were

accustomed to designate them by names, which would

not be recognised. -
. •

The Dahkotahs were nicknamed Sioux, a word com^ .

posed, of the two last syllables, of the Qjibway word, for

foes. -
.

Charlevoix, who visited Wisconsin in 1721, m his

history of New France says-: "The name of Siqux, that

we give to these Indians, is entirely^f our own making,

or rather it is. the last two syllables pf the riame^ of

Nadouessioux, as many nations call them*"

From an early period, there -have been three great

divisions of this people, which have been, subdivided

into smaller bands. The first are called the Isanyati,

the Issati of Hennepin, after one of the many lakes

at the head waters of tlie river, marked on modem

maps, by the unpoetic name df Rum. It is aflserted by

Dahkotah -missionaries now living, that this name was

given to the lake because ^tfe stone from which th^

manufactured the knife (isan) was here obtained. -The

principal band of the Isanti wasl^e M'dewakanton-'

wan.' In the Journal of Le Sueur, they are spoken

of as residing on a-lake east of tie Mississippi. Tra-

> Pronounced aa if' written Meddaj«wawkawn-twawn.
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