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M'Uiilcd IVoui Ciiilliwack.ou the south side (il'tho I''rasei',

ito e'onncft with the above Ijraneli, and it is proiiosiMl to

<5Xtciid it to Liidiie/'s Landiiiji: to eoiineet again wiili a

ishort line from \'ancouver City Tlio lUirrard lulet

and Fraser \'alley Railways, a part of tlie Nortliern

I'acilic Ix'iilway system, is now lieinf;^ constructed to

•run from X'aneouver City via Wi'stniinstor to connect

Mitli tlie Xortlu'rn I'acilic brancli to Suma's City on tlie

boundary line. Tlic Xew AX'estmiuster Southern, an-

other branch of tiie (ireat Northern, terminates at

Wostminstei' and is expected shortly to be extended to

Vancouver, As will be seen, tiie Fraser Valley is t<i be

wi'll supplied with railways,

Comiufi' over to the Island ol' \'auc 'vi>r, railw.'iy <lc-

velopmeut has been somewhat slow. i

''^' umalt it

Nanaimo Railway was built b tlie I ;i, K'obt,

Dunsmuir, for which ho received as a siibi 0O(J,()(X)

acres of land, known as the K. i.<: N. licit. 1 extends

from Victoria to Welliiifijton ria Esiiuinialt and Nan-
aimo, a distance of SO niilcs. It was built entirely out

of the iirivate me;ins of the owner, being one of the

few railways in America that has been constructed

v.Mthout lioatiiig bonds. It is still owned by the I tuns-

mnir family, A passenger train each way a day is

I'Uii, The frei;!:ht consists of coal, wood, farm iiroduce,

etc., principi.lly local. It is undcrstooft to h.ive been

the intention of lion. K'obt. Dunsmuir had he lived to

have continued the road to the north end of X'.incimver

Ishoid. and als<j to have built a liranch through the

centre of the island from the Comcx coal lields to .M-

berni harbor, where a short ;ind easy route to the

ocean is afforded. No doubt that before many years

both of these projects will have been carried out.

A more recent undertaking is that of the \'ietoiia and
Sydney railway, a short road ruiniing IVom \'icioria

City to Sydney Harbor, which runs through some uC the

best fai'ming districts on N'ancoux'cr Isljiiid, and
materially shortens tlu^ distance from Metoria to the

mainland, Sydney, the terminus, has ni.ide r;i|)id

progress during the year, .Mr. ,101111 White, repi'e>ent-

ing an eastern syndicate, has erected a line saw mill

there, with which arc connected extensj\c limber

limits. It is understood, when completed, that

arrangements will be made with steamship lines to

connect at ,'^y<liiey with the railway there,

Saaniehlcn is anotinn' town site situated on the Vic-

toii:i and Syiliiey railway, in the centre of the agricul-

tural district of .Saaiiich.

.\iiother railway scheme for whiv'h :\ rhariri' w.a's ob-

tained and a bonus passed guaranteeing bonds, but

which has not yrl niatured, is the Nictoria, S.ianich,

and Westminsier railway. This is a proj'osiiion to

connect Victoria and Westminster by rail, by means ol'

ii ferry across the straits.

Tilt! most ambitious projeci, howcvi'r, is tln' Hritisli

I'ncilic railwa V, hitlu'rto known as the Canada Wistorn,

S(!vcral years ago a charter w.as granted for the eon

stniction of a railway from N'ictoria, running along the

eastern coast of X'ancoiiver Island to a point on ,Sey-

inonr Narrows, dw.v which it was jiroposed to build a

bridge to \iild('/ Island slriking the ni.iiiilaiiil at the

mouth of liiite Inh't. Tin' route is .along I'.nie Inleland

into and thiM.iigh the interior to Vellowhcad Pass, as

formerly proposed for the C. 1', K. belore it was
(dianged as at )iresenl, ,\n .\ct was jia^sed the sanit?

year granting a substantial l.ind subsidy in aid t.f the

enterprise, Iiast year an .\cl was passed ("xlendiiig the

(diarter one v<'nr, .md during thr present year another

Act was passeil granting a still further ext(Mision, and
cluuigiug the name to tlie Miitish i'aeillc Hallway Com-

pany This lattei' extension was granted on the

grounds thai a substantial beginning had already
been nuule in the way of surveys, and the
deposit of .*150,0()0 with the Provincial' (iovcriiment.

This was done through the agency of Chicago financial

men, who repiesented some of the leading citizens of

X'ictoria. .\bout two mouths ago Jlr, F, Hakeinan. of
(,'liieago, was able to announce that he had conrileted a
construction company in London, England, of whom
Lord Thiirlow is head, with subscribed capital siilTicient

to initiate the undertaking viz,, j?.'>,t)00,()00. "'Ihis

company, " Mr, Hakeman exi»lained, 'is to unilertake
to llnance for tiie ro.id. and to raise all the money
wliicli the enterprise will need, not only for the purpose
of eonsiruction, but for the carrying out of tlie large
projects in connection with the road, which the company
has in contemplation."

It is possible that to induce capr.j'lisis to subscribe
fully the money recpiired to build and e<|uii) the road in

its entirety, further aid will be recjUirid in the wa> of

guiiranteeing the interest on some ])oriioii of the bonds,
as the couiitr>- through which tlie road [lasscs will be
larg(dy uiideveloiicd, and will not earn dividends for

the first few years, 'Whether or not the further aid
will or should be granteil is a matter in the hands of

tin- iieople of British Columbia to decide. The road, if

iniilt, will open up and develoj) an area of country
great in extent and imiiortaiice, and as a colonization

road, if no more, will yield great benefits to the pro-

vince, the direct influences of which will be felt in

Carriljoo, in the great interior jilateau northward,
and (m the coast everywhere. As a railway jiro

position this much must be said, if no more, it will
lie the last long line of railway on tlu; .\merican conti-

nent that will carry with it a land subsidy, which in

this instance aiiKJiiiits to between 12,lHH).tXN) .and 20,-

000,000 acres. It will have tributary to it all that
vast extent of country and its varied resources the
description of wliicdi it is the object of this little volume.

Some da\-, sooner or lalcr, the Caiiiuliaii I'aeillc

Railway will build a branch of railway from .\slicroft

to Cariboo to ta [I tliis eountry, not (irobably. howevi'r,
before a rival conipjiny takes the iirojecl up. Some
day, too, a railway will follow tiji the interior jilateau

to .Maskii. .\ charU'i' was obtained at last session of
Parliament for a cable from Victoria and \'ancouvcr
along the west co.ist of Uritish Columbia to (,)ueeii

Cliarlolle Islands. There are a number of passes on
the coast, through whieh railways can be I'un to lap
the interior, \ vast comiiieivial )iroJcet is alreadv
iiiidrr way to develop the deep sea lislieries and other
coast resources; the Can.idi.in Pacific Navigation Co. of
\'ict<iria, the I'nioii Sti'amsliip Co. of Vancouvei', the
P.icilic (.'oast Sieiinishi|i Co, of San Francisco and vaf-
ioiis prival(! inilividtials or llrnis have vess(ds plough-
ing Hriiish waters in every directiotuis far north as Alas-
ka, settlers are going ill at various points and logging
camps and llshing stations are being establishcil. With
all these progressive eleiiii'iits at work it will not be so
very long before Vancouver IslaiKl, the Coast and
Nii'tliern Interior will containa large ami thriving pop.
Illation coiniiared with which llie present populalloii of
the province will be Insigiiillcinf, industries nn a larg((

and reiniiiierati\e sca'e >viil be found e\(!r\ wlieie and
many of the wasl(- pliices will blossom like .a rose.

.\nd while this shall have liceii a( hieved, \'ale, Lilloiiet,

and the two Kooleiiays will hiivi^ gone on in consonanco
and the Proviifc of Hriiish Coliiiiibi.'i like the stono
once ri'Jeclcd of the liiiildei'H will ha\e, become t|u)

chief in till' structure of conl'i'dei'ation,
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