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vagabonds, mendicants, beggars, and worse. There
was a general belief that the country was over-

populated. For the restive, the discontented, the

ambitious, as well as for the undesirable surplus,

the new colonies across the Atlantic provided a
Welcome outlet.

To the southern plantations were lured those to

whom land-owning offered not only a means of

livelihood but social distinction. As word was
brought back of the prosperity of the great estates

and of the limitlcs.s areas awaiting cultivation, it

tempted in substantial numbers those who were dis-

satisfied with their lot: the yeoman who saw no es-

cape from the limitations of his class, either for

himself or for his children ; the younger sor who dis-

dained trade but was too poor to keep up family

pretensions; professional men, lawyers, and doctors,

even clergymen, who were ambitious to become
landed gentlemen; all these felt the irresistible call

of the New World.

The northern colonies were, on the other hand,
settled by townfolk, by that sturdy middle class

which had wedged its way socially between the

aristocracy and the peasantry, which asserted it-

self politically in the Cromwcllian Commonwealth
and later became the industrial master of trade


