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wondors to {^riUify curiosity, over traces second causes to

the first, and leads us up to things supernatund. Its lessons

arc ohjectivc. It ^ives our faith '\\\ olfjoct to l)uild upon

hejond ourselves. Writers in our own age desire to

veihice ail supernalnral uvCounts to tlie ]e\('l of conunou

occurrences : aserihe all thin;^s to sef;()ndiuy causes
;
put

out of sight the agency of Divine Providence; and would

make trnth entirely ^iuhjcctlrc. In o;her words, such

writers would \\A\ii us hL'licvc iiothiu'' hevond our own
self-consciousness, and the discoveries attaiuahlc by man
hinisidf Tliis reaction from believing too much to believ-

ing too little, is, however, as nuich to be dreaded, as the

credulity of the su])erstitions. Aiul j)erhaps even credulity

is chiefly dang(Mous, \vh"n it ascribes second causes to

beings lower than (u)d
;
to the Divine Creator we can

scarcely ascribe too nuich, or consider his inlluence as too

wide, taking care never to ascribe to Him what is litlle,

mean, or inorallv evil.

But (he disposition which buds in qxqyw event the

superintending hand vS Providence, which marks its

path in bi«^tory, discovers it in tiie fulfilment of j)rf'phecy,

and above all in llic history of Israel, vvhich derives from

it lessons for its own conduct adaj)ted to totally different

circumstances, is surely far bettiu* than the disj)osition

which ever doubts the supernatural, ascribes great results to

the unaided power of mun, and is unable to fmd any object

above the er.rth to rest its h.opes u{)on. God has indited

implanted in every maidy breast the })rinciple of selt'-

reliance ; ami there is no n^an wlio is not the better for

beinir forced to exert all tlie eiu^r",ies of which his nature

is capable. Jjut we nuist be very careful to understand

when self-reliance is a virtue, and when it becomes

dantrerous, and even anti-christian. The self-reliance of


