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friendly allies. I rejoice however in their fepara-

tion ; they had become an intolerable burthen to

the Britifh nation ; they drew the attention of the

government from internal improvements (of infi-

nitely more utility) to the fofterinjc; of infidious

colonics ; and fmce this cxcrefccnce has been cut

off, the Britifli iflt s have advanced mofl: rapidly in

ftrength and prolperity. No Englilhman has

canfe to blufli on account of this war ;^ it was
excited by faction, and became fuccefsful through

treachery.

But the moft unfortunate event of the prefent

reign is of a more general and deftrudtive tendenr

cy, and is common to England with all Europe^

The revolution in France has been the i'courge of

the world fincc its commencement. This dread-

ful convulfion was accelerated, if not entirely

produced, by the rebellion in America. The dif-

cuflions to which this fmgular conteft gave rife,

and the countenance granted by Louis XVI. to

fubjedls in arms againfl their lawful fovereign,

erafed from the minds of a great portion of his

people that reverence and devotion for royalty,

with which they were formerly infpired. Thei'e

imprefTions were extended and confirmed on the

return of the troops which had been fent to A-
merica. The gifts of freedom were painted in the

moft fafcinating colours ; the flame of blind en-

thufiafm w^as kindled in their brcafts, and a defire

for liberty excited which nothing could extinguifh.

Indeed the king of France figned his death wai*-

rantf and the ruin of his race when he figned the

See Notes VII. and VIII. t See Note IX.


