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Let us next fee if it can be juftified by-

recent provocation.

You all know, my brethren, the necefli-

ty of taxes for the fupport of the ftatc.

As we give up part of our natural liberty,

and fubmit to be reRrained by laws, that

our perfons and property may be fafe from

the criminal invafions of other men, we
likewife yield part of our property to fecure

the reft : T hat is, to pay the neceflary ex-

pence of government and the execution of

the laws ; to fupport the fupreme magiftrate

and his judges and officers in fuitable dig-

nity, and to defray the expence of fleets

and armies, for the common defence and

protedion of the whole. And, left the co-

vetous ihould with- hold his fliarc, the law

forces it out of his hoard, that the reft of

his fellow-citizens may not pay more than

their juft proportion. By the happy confti-

tution of our country, thefe taxes are not

arbitrary demands, but laid on by the re-

prefentatives of the people, with the confent

of the houfe of Lords aud the Sovereign ; fo

that no nation was ever fo well fecured a-

gainft an oppreffive or unequal taxation.
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