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ll«^rc one Independent (late is fiippofed to be at war
with another; but, upon convidlion of the Aiperior

power of its antagonift, inftcad of rufhing on to dc-

llru6lion, it propofcs a treaty of accomodation, uponu

fuch conditions as the fituation of^airs would acfinit

qf, and asj5>f^<///)^ as polTible^ This divine parable

inflrudts us^ that when it appears that we are not

able, without the utmoft hazard, to go forward with

any warlike dcfign, the only way is to retreat from it,

as foon as we can,, andfticure to ourfeives fuch ad-

vantages as may be ftiU in our power.. This would

'

fhew our wifdom and difcretjon^ were our caufe

allowed to be ever fo juft, and had we no peculiar

connexion with the power we were difpofed to con-

tend with.. For it is op. eternal maxim^ which holds

in all cafes,, that a le^s evil is to be chofen, when it;

frees us from a greater.. But m our cafe, where the-

juftice of oiw caufe is, at beft but doubtful \ and when-

the power to be oppofed is that,^ which has cherifhed.

i;s in its bofom,, and kindly proteded us from our*

earlieft infancy-r-which we have .always heretofore^

acknowledged our obligations to obey^—to which*
rnany of us have Ibleuinly fworn allegiance—andj

which has .^tdom thwarted our inclinations at all,

and never h\M in matters of comparatively trifling

Qonfequence:—-in. this cafe, I fay, the neceflity of"

fuch accomodating mcafuresftpik?;s us with ftill more,

irrefiilible evidence. " " '
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If thofe who have been moft adlive among us, in

raifmg feditious. tumults, and in filling the country

with diftraftion, will not be perfuaded, by the fore-

going confiderations,. to recede, it is hoped that

others will ; and it would be no frnall point gained,

in favor of the Colonies, if thofe who are friends to

order and government, and enemies to the riots and
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