
I _•-' THE ( L\:i/)/.I.V MAdAX/X/-:

the hands ot' his nephew, awaiting
shipment. The partners appeared
mure than satisfied, and Radisson met
with a most cordial reception. He was
assured that the company liad entire

conlidence in him, and that their j^^real-

est rej,'-ret was that there had been any
misnnderstandinj^ between them. Tliev

would, it was declared on tlieir behalf,

make all amends in their power.
l*'or a few weeks the Hudson's Hay

bushranj^er foimd himself a lion. He
was presented to the kinj; in the course
ot a levci'. Charles listened with the

very j^freatest assumption i.-)i interest to

law. He was not wont to dress so
when he was last here, but he has jjot

\\\m a new coat with much lace upon
it, which he wears with his leather

breecl'.es and shoes. His hair is a pet-

feet tanj^'le. It is said he has made an
excellent fortune for himself

'

.After a lumiber of conferences with
the partners, Radisson finally depart-
eil from (.iravesend on May 17. Three
ships set sail, that in which Fiadisson
was embarked being named " The
Happy Return." The elements being
favourable, the little fleet reached the

Straits more speedily than usual The
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the adventurer's account of himself,

and to his asseverations of loyalty and
good will. Radisson in the evening
wasi taken to the play-house in the

suite of his Royal Highness, and there

by his bizarre attire attracted almost
as much attention amongst the audience
as the play itself.

" To the Duke's Play-house," writes

John Selwyn to his wife, "where Radis-
son, the American fur-hunter, was in the

Royal box. Never was such a com-
bination of French, English and In-

dian savage as Sir John Kirke's son-in-

chief figure of this expedition, who had
never borne a part in any joint enter-

prise without being animated by jeal-

ousy and distrust, found here ample
scope for the exercise of his character-

istic vices. During nearly the entire

period of the voyage he evinced a per-

petual and painful apprehension that

one of the other ships carrying officials

and servants of the company would,
with malicious intentions, arrive before

him.

His first concern on awaking in the

morning was to be assured that the
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