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uamo was originally given by Sir Tliomiis Button to tho rivor itself, the bay into

which tho riverrt flow he called BiiUotrH B.iy. Sir Thomas Button wintero.l hisKhipa

in tho Nelson Rivor near tho month of a small creek; his winter quarters must have

boon abovo FiamhoroiiiJih Head, as ho describes tho rivor at that placa as being less

than one mile wide. Port Nelson was so named after tlio master of ono of his ships

who <lied (luring the winter. Tho fact of tho name hciiig thus entered on tho chart

may Iiuve led iioopio to bolievo that 8omo harbour exit^tod at this point. The Nelson

and Tlnyos Rivers hero empty their waters into IIu;l.-^on's Buy, and on the tongue of

land lying between the mouths ot those rivers is built York Factory, tho groat entrepdt,

in years gono by, of the Hudson's Bay Company.
The site was nolectod by tho company, not on account of tho existence of any

harbour for tho securi'.y of their shipping, but beeause the Hayes River was the best

boat and canoe route to and f'ora the interior.

Formerly this route was the great, if not the only, moans of communicatiou

with tho early settlers of the Red River and Selkirk Sottleraonts, and it at one time

required two ships of considerable size to carry out the goods, not only for the com-
pany's trade, but for the use of the settlors. At that time tho company's ship did

not come in to the fort, but tho freight was discharged in tho outer roads into

schooners, which tho company kept in tho bay ; these took tho freight up tho river

to the Fautory, taking out the return cargo in tho same way.

Ot lato years, other means of communication with the North West Territories

having been establiehed, the freight requirements of tho compary's trade at this post

have been much lecrca8ed,and for several years past ri small l)riguntino,drawing from
9 to 1 1 feet of water, has done all tho work for tho Tork and Cliurchill district, and
this smalt vessel has frequently taken the ground both going in and coming out.

Tho outer ai.chorago in tho lead of tho Nelson rjvor is ton miles from the nearest

land, which is so low as to be out of eight from tho deck. Tho tidal currents at this

point runs from two to two and a halt or oven three knots per hour, the direction

varyinur with the time of the tido. The only distinguishable obj -ct is the Point
Marsh Bi-acon, which towers up SO feet above high water, and with')ut wtiich it

would be almost impo^^ible to make the a'ichora:»o oven in char woathor.
In thick weather a ship must keep light (.ut in thirty fathoms of water, or she

may find luMself carried in by the tido, whoii she cnnnot get out again.

A ^h(nI (Point Marsh Shoal) extends out for over eight miles, arid has less than
six feet ot water on it ; and when it is b tnio in mind thut the surrounding land is

unifonnlj- low and level, with no natural features which cituid bo used as loading
mark-j, some idea of the difficulty of taking a ship into thii ])laco may b(^ realized.

It is nndoub'.edly true that a channel does exi-t in ih-j lead of the Nelson River,

but it is both narrow and somewhat tortuous, and would have to bo closely buoyed
thronu'hout its entire lergth from tho anchorage to Seal Island, :i distance of about
twenty-sovon nautical miles. The Indians say that tho channel thifts from year to

year, ami I havo no doubt that thoir statement is c irroct.

The moirth of the rivor from Sam's Creek to Point Harsh lioacon is ton miles
across, and the channel at this point lass than a mile in width. It narrows oppo.-ito

Black B'iar Crook to about 2,000 foot, and tw.» miles ea^t of Flamborough H«ad, where
the river is sti I between two and three miles wide, tho channol has narrowed to

200 feet.

In order to make a channel and basin capablo of accoramoJating freight-carry-
ing vessels much drcdiring would havo to bo done, and b sides tho 27"railos of closely
buoyed channel a 1 ghtship wou'd havo to bo moored some distance from the outer
anohorat,'e to enahlo ships to corao in if tho wearhor w.ts partially clear.

A areat deal of fog hangs ovor tho bay in tho months of July and August, and
much delay, if not disaster, would be sure to ot'.eur if vessels were to attempt to
make this port in anything but the finest clear woiithcr, and as wo mot a lot of loose
ice, which was very heavy, off tho mouth of tho river on tho 5th of August, tho
Iight^hil) could not be placed in position till all danger from this cause was gone.

Tho cost of tho constraotion and mainteaanco of a harbDur at this place together
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