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IV LETTER TO THE SECUETAUY

come upon wliicli to found autlioritativo reports from year lo year, as to any

rliange, increase or diminution of the seal-life. It is therefore very important

that tlie Government should have an af;cnt in charge of tiiese novel and

valuable interests wlio is capable by virtue of education and enerpy, to cor-

reiliy observe and report the area and position of the rookeries year by year.

Thrrefore, in Iho light of tiio fort>going you will observe, that al-

though I was unable lo detect myself, any danger lo or diminution of

the seal-life on tlic Pribylov Islands, after three seasons of close study

in Ihc field, ending with the season of 187i, yet I was deeply impressed

with the need of an intelligent careful search, every year for the signs

of or real existence of such danger : that I urged the Department lo

select men who were fit to make such a search, and who could be trust-

ed to do it honestly and thoroughly. I made this reciuesl on the Uilh

of November, 187 i, as I gave in my detailed report above cited to the

Secretary of the Treasury, who ordered il published at once, and caus-

ed it to be widely circulated by the Department.

In 187'2-187i I observed that all the young male seals needed for

the annual (piola, of 75,000 or 90,000 as it Avas ordered in the latter

year, were easily obtained every season, between the Isl of June and

the 'JOlh of July following, from the " hauling-grounds " of " Tolstoi,
"

" Lukannon " and " Zoltoi Sands " — from these hauling-grounds

adjacent to I he " rookeries " or breeding-grounds of " Tolstoi,
"

" Lukannon, " " Reef " and " Garbotch. " All of these points of sup-

ply being not more than one and a half miles distant from the SI. Paul

village killing grounds — the " Zoltoi " drive being less than GOO feel

away.

At North-east Point on this island, Webster got all the seals desired

towards filling the above cited quota of 90,000, from that sand reach

between the foot of Cross Hill and the Big Lake sand-dunes on the

north shore beach.

Then, (hat immense spread of hauling-ground covered by swarms

of young male seals, at Zapadnie, at South-west Point, at English Bay

beyond Middle Hill, west, alPolavina, and over all that eight long miles

of beacli and upland hauling-ground between Lukannon Hay and Web-

ster's House at Novastoshnah — all of this extensive scaling area was

not visited by sealing gangs, or spoken of by them as necessary to be

driven from.

Therefore, when attentively studying in 1 872-1874, the subject of what

was the effect of killing annually 100,000, young male seals on these

islands (90,000 on St. Paul and 10,000 on St. George), in view of the

foregoing statement of fact I was unable to see how any harm was


