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FALLS OF NIAGARA. 9

on the site of the present structure. The difficulties at-

tending its construction were overcome in the following

manner :—A massive abutment of timber was built at

the water's edge, from which were projected enormously

long and heavy beums of timber. These beams were

secured on the land side by heavy loads of stone, and

their outer ends were rendered steady by means of stiltfi

or legs let down from them and thrust into the bottom

of the river. A platform was thrown over this projec-

tion, along which heavy masses of stone were carried and

drop])ed into the river. This operation was continued

until the heap appeared above water, and then a strong

frame-work of timber, filled solidly with stone, was built

upon it. To this pier the first permanent portion of the

bridge was fixed, and then, commencing from the ex-

tremity, beams were run out and a second pier similarly

formed, and so on till the bridge was completed. It was

built by the Messrs. Porter—extensive proprietors in this

neighbourhood—and was repaired in 1839 and again in

1849.

In the former year one of tiie workmen, named Chapin,

fell from the bridge into tlie river ; fortunately the cur-

runt carried him to the first of the two small islets below.
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He was rescued from his perilous position by Mr. J. R.

Robinson, who has more than once bravely rescued

fellow-creatures from this dangerous river; and. the

island was named after him—Chapin Island.

In July 1853 another accident occurred near this

point. Two Germans took a boat, and set out for a

pleasure sail on the river above the Falls. Nothing

more was heard of them until next morning, when one

of them, named Joseph Avery, was observed clinging to

a log sticking in the midst of the rapids, near the bridge

between Bath Island and the mainland. Thousands of

people assembled to render the poor man assistance, and

during the day various attempts were made to resue him
from his perilous position, but without success. At
length a boat was lowered down the rapids toward the

log to which he clung. It neared him, and he attempted

to spring towards it ; but his strength was gone, and he

fell into the stream. In another moment he was swept

over the Falls. His body was never found.

NIAGARA FALLS FROM POINT VIEW.

This is indeed a sight worth coming many hundred

miles to see. Walking through the Grove, we emerge


