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more than all that could lie neede<l, Vessels drawin^,' far less than •lix feet are, now-

a-days, constructed of a carrying capacity ecjual to that of large ocean-going vessels,

that is, of course, in well shelter -d wafers, and perhaps a canal system similar to that

which has hcen attended with such wonderlul <levelopmcnt on the irihularies of the

Ohio, and on oiIkt rivers of the United States, might he found to be well adapted

to the great rivers of the central section of this Dominion. At all events it is deserv-

* ing of consideration.

The system rel-ricd to is in part as follow.^ ; Width ot channel at surface,

I JO feet ; depth, 6 feet ; locks about 55 feet wide, and of length enough to admit of

two Nleamers l)eing passed at a lockage. In the locks there is stone masonry sufVi-

cieiil to hold 'he gates securely in place, the space or basin intermediate between the

gates being walled iu with carefully constructed embankment which answer.s the pur-

pose as well as masonry. The vessels in use are sttii, .\heel steamers of cheap con-

struction, some of them over 300 feet in length, wit li as i.mch as 50 feet beam.

Their freight carrying power is enormous, and that, too, on a di'vight of onb si,\

feet or less.

To reach some of the coal mines in the Uiountain r -e.vses on the tributaries of

the ) ii
,
great ditl'erences of leve'' had to be overcotoe. Some of the locks built in

the early years of the century were of iiniDer, anil tlky lasted with but little repair

through many years of constant use.

Thunder Hay, into which flows thi- ivaminist.itpiia, is practically, and .mist con-

tinue to be, the ocean port of the North- West Territories )f the Dominion. Let the

water-ways from thence we.stward be opened up for navit^ation, as the circumstances

of the country will permit of their being so. It is along navigable water courses, all

the world over, that population has first taken root. Fertile lands and fuel, within

easy reach, ensure its permanence, and these conditions obtain in a marked degiee

along the greiit line of water-way which I have endeavoured to sketch out.

John Ross,

Niagara Falls, Ont. Contractor.

February, 1S95.
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