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prejudices, the innate craving for justice of the Indian race. (Loud

applause.)
" In fact, they have done for the colony what otherwise would havfe

been left unaccomplished, and have introduced Ixtween the white

population and the red man a traditional feeling of amity and friendship

which but for them it might have been impossible to establish

(Cheers.)

" Nor can I pass by thehimiane, kindly and considerate attention

which has ever distinguished the Hudson Bay Company in its dealings

with tlie native population. (Applause.) But though giving due

credit to these fortunate influences amongst the causes which are

conducing to produce and preserve this fortunate result, the place of

honour must be adjudged to that honourable and generous policy

which has been pursued by successive Governments towards the

Indians of Canada, and which at this moment is being superintended

and carried out with so much tact, discretion and ability by your

present Lieutenant-Governor (applause) under which the extinction

of the Indian title upon liberal terms has invariably been recognized

as a necessary preliminary to the occupation of a single square yard

of native territory. (Cheering.)

"But our Indian friends and neighbours are by no means the

only alien communities in Manitoba which demand the solicitude of the

Government and excite our sympathies and curiosity.

"In close proximity to Winnipeg two other communities—the

Mcuuouites and Icelanders—starting from opposite ends of Europe

without either concert or communication, have sought fresh homes

within our territory ; the one of Russian extraction, though German

race, moved by a desire to escape from the obligations of a law which

was repulsive to their conscience—the other, bred amid the snows and

ashes of an Arctic volcano, by the hope of bettering their material

condition. (Applause.)

" Although I have witnessed many sights to cause me pleasure

during my various progresses through the Dominion, seldom have I

beheld any spectacle more pregnant with prophecy, more fraught with

promise of a successful future, than the Mennonite settlement.

(Applause.) When I visited these interesting people they had only
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