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his work with the Latron properties, Warden— the

honest uiun, Avery— discovered the terrible injustice

01 '.vhich I speak.

" I su-^pc <t there were discrepancies in the lists of

stockholders, showing a concealed ownership of con-

siderahlo blocks of stock, which first excited his sus-

picions. Wliuttver it may have been Warden certainly

investigated further; iiis investigation revealed to him
tit' full particulars of the injustice done to the name-
less fugitive who had been convicted as the murderer
of ^r.itthew Latron. Evidently this helpless, hopeless

iiiau had been thought worth watching by some one,

for Warden's discoveries gave him also Overton's ad-

dress. Warden risked and lost liis life trying to help

Overton.

" I do not need to draw your attention, Avery, to

the very peculiar condition which followed Warden's
death. Warden had certainly had communication with

Overton of some sort; Overton's enemies, therefore,

were unable to rid tlti-msclves of him by delivering him
up to the police because they did not know how much
Overton knew. When I found that Warden had made
me Ixis executor and I went west and took charge of

his affairs, their difficulties were intensified, for they

did not dare to let suspicion of what had been done
reach me. There was no course open to them, there-

fore, but to remove Overton before my suspicions were
aroused, even if it could be done only at desperate risk

to themselves.

" W^hat I am leading up to, Avery, is your own con-

nection with these events. You looked after your own
interests rather carefully, I think, up to a certain point.

When— knowing who Eaton was— you got him into


