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Crown lands, and in fact I remember that
at the openlng of the session my bion. frlend
fron Marquette (Mr. Roche) remlnded me
that the province of Mlanitoba wanted to
have, as lie poinîedly remarked, bier lands.
But Ia the petition wblcb hias been sent
by the~ legisiature of -Manitoba to the
Flouse during tbe present session tbe pro-
vince hias takea an aitogether different
attitude. In that petition tbe province asks.
not for ail the ungranted Crown lands,
bat for a inoney allowance in lieu of lands.
It must lie remembered that in Ibis matter-
the Dominion is not a free agent. The
constitution of the province of Manitoba
gives the lands, flot to the province, but to
tbe Dominion. The termis under wbich the
province 0f -Manitoba lias been admitted
into the union are exactiy the samne lu that
respect as these under wbich the provinces
of ýSaskatchewan and Alberta have beem
admitted. The province of Manitoba there-
fore asks thnt it should bie given the saine
trealment as bas been giveni to the provinces
of Saskatchewan and Alberta. The dlaimis
of M.%anitoba lu this respect are lu my
estimation somiewlîat exaggerated. Tîmese
elaimis follow

That supplenienitary and in addition to the
prevailing provisions as to the annual allow-
ance of the province by the Dominion for cost
of governmient, a per capita allowance of 80
cents a head of the populationi, there be in-
serted in any Act of the parliamnent of Can-
adýa extending the boundaries of the province
as above set foi-th, time following provisions
respecting capital accouai andl in lieu of lands,
such provisions in every respect being similar
to and identical nÎth those respecting ýsaid
matters -as are <oîîtained in certain Acts cf
the parliamient cf Canada, passed in the year
1905, creating the niew provinces of Saskatche-
m-an and Alberta.

TIe iiienorial then goes on, le savy

Inasmuch as the province of Manitoba is
not in debt, it shahl be entitled te bie paid and
to receive f rom the government cf Canada, hy
half-yearly paymen.ts in advance, an annual
suun cf four hundred and five thousand three
huîîdred. and seven'ty-five dollars, being th,
equivalent of interest at the rate cf tive per
cent per annuin omi the sunî cf eighýt million
one hundred and seven thousand Oive hnndred
dollars.

I niav say at once timat tuis claini of tue
p)rovince of Mdamiioba to be gi-en a certain

ainanel lien of public dlebt will not
strike this Lieuse as at ail tenable. Mý%ani-
toba is miot a new province. Lt lias been a
p)rovince now for mucre than forty yenrs.
Lt bias received an allcw-aace on account of
public debt, as ai the other provinces did
when tbey camne iinto confederation. The
House does net peîlmaps reinember at the
moment the reason for time allowances on
account of debt made to tbe provinces wheni
they came into confederation. At tbe time
of coufederation tIe debt of the uniîed pro-
vinces of Upper and Lowver Canada amount-
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ed -to $67.000,000, and of this amount the
Dominion assumed $62,100,000; that of Nova
Scotia was $8,000,000 and that of New
Biruniswiýck $7O,000. The Dominion as-
sumed the debtas of these two provinces.
Lt was found that the debt per bead of the
po[pulation was larger lu the provinces of
Upper and Ljower Cannada tian in the pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia and Ne-w Brunswick;
and there was a prov[sion introduced in the
British North Arnerica Act to this effect:

In case the public debts of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick do not at the union amount
to $8,000,O00 and $7,000,000 respeotively, they
shahl respectively receive, by .half-yearly pay-
ments in advance frein the goverament of
Canada, interest at Ofve per centuin per ain-
n ui on the difference betweea the actual
amounts of their respected debts aad such
stipulated amouarts.

That is to sny, the government of the
Dominion haviug assumed the debts of these
four provinces at the ainounts stated, it
was provided that if they ý-id flot cor-
respoiid t0 au equal standard, the
provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick should receive compensa-
tion froin the treasury of Canada to
bring tci t0 a îIarity witb the other pro-
vinces. Iu 1884 or 1885 another arrange-
ment was made wbereby the governiment of
the Dominion assumned the debts of Ontario
and Quebec to the amouint of $5,000,000 and
gave equal treatinent to ail the other pro-
vinces of the Dominion, giving them a
sl)ecial allowance to bring themn UP to the
standard with regard to the allotmient of
tHe debt. Wlen the province of'.NManitoba
wvas taken into the Dominion, that province
'vas givea complensation for clebt-because
it had no debt at that timie-siinilair t0 wbat
was givenl to Nova Scotia ami Ncw Bruns-
wick. Wlhen Britishî Colunîbia w'as taken
int confederation, the saine thing w-as donc
w'ith respect to thaI province. In fact, wben
any other province was taken into confed-
eratiomi it was given a special allowance iii
lieu of debt. But I do not think that the
province of 'Manitoba lias any claimi wlat-
ever aI the present limie iii that regard. Lt
i true the punblie debt is înuchi lamger to-
day than it wvas -%vlien 'i%7aitoba wvas ad-
înitted to time Dominion, but M-Nanitoba lias
had the benefit of lits share ot that debt,
w-bich lias gone into tue construction cf
p)ublic works. 80 Iliat timere is no reason
to dlepart froni the arrangement that -,vas
made when MUanitoba entered confedera-
tion. 'rIen the province of Maufloba puIs
forw-ard another claim in these words:

As an ýadditional -allowanece ýin lieu of public
lands, there shall be paid by Canada to the
province, annually by half-yearly paymeats
iii advance, for Oive years fronii the time this
Act comes into force, to provide for the con-
struction of riAcessary publie' buildings, the
sum of ninety-three thousand seven hundred
and fifty dollars.
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