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by the conistructioji of a canal at Sault
Ste. Marie, which was opessed to nlavigation
in the sunsiner of 1800, bieinig fifty-five
years before tise coispietion of tise canal
0o1 thse Aisserican side.

The chief seat of the Nortiswcst Com-
pany's enterprise was on the north shore
of Lake ýSuperior. A new location for
business headqu:îrters was chosen at tise
muti of the Kaininistiquja River and
nained Fort WVilliamn, after VvXilliasin
McG"illivra;y, onle of tise
partners of the coinpaîsi'.
't soon becanse the sssost
imp)ortant p)ost iiorth of the
gs'eat lakeb, ansd at suint.
seasosîs of thu .yt.u- tht.
nitinbier of traders assein-
bled tisere wvas iot 1t.ss tii u
:3.000, gathered fronts ll
quarters of the iXorthwetst
to whicis the opel stioms of ~a
the Comnpany lsad e\tt.5sdt.

flere, usi ail iimiset
Woodcn building," to quott.
WVashsington I rv ing, -W s
the great cosincil hall, as
;dlsu' the haîsî1uetiiîg t.h.si-
%er, dccoratted witls Iniis LI
amis and aiccoutrcineîsts,
and the trophies of the fur Fra
trade. The biouse swarmsed
at tlis tiînc iwith traders and voyageurs,
soie froin Montreal, bouind to tise in-
terior postîs soute frosin tise iisterior posts
houisd to Montreai. Tise counicils werc
Iseld iin great state, for every nmer feit
as if sittiîsg in l)arliasslest, and evesy re-
tailler andl (lClX2idCit lookt2d up to tise

-C,ý.seiiibiagce wîth awe, as to the Hbuse of
Lords. There wuss a v'ast (leal of soleisin
deliberation, and isard Scottish reasossing,
wviti ais occasional swceli of posipous de-
elasiatiosi. Tisese grave antd weigisty
cousîcils," Irvinsg goes on to say, "àwcre
alterîsateti by isuge feasts aisti revels. huke
some of tise 01(1 feasts described in Highs-
landi casties."

Neitiser Toronsto, iior Niagara, isor
Kinigston couid approach tise commercial

BAY , NORTHI SIiîU OF ULA ISLAND.
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1greatnless of Fort \Villiasn nlinety yeaî s
agCo ; and1 ii nso part of tise itîterior of tise
loîver lieninsula, were suds scesses of
activity to 1be witncessed as ailn tise
lsiglsways of trade ini tise interior of the
nortiserîs coutitry, frons tise Ottawa rives
to tise Lake of tise Woods.
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