. other time.
. ship is for a short period at teast al-
" lowed to repl
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CHRISTMAS GREETING.
The holiday season is again with us.
The Christmas bells are ringing. At
this tine of the year the feeling of
good will is expected to prévail among
men more generally tham at any
Sociability and ¢riend-

or p
anxleties. Here in Western Canada
we have every reason to allow for the

; full enjoyment of the hotlday aecason.

The year now drawing 0 & close has
by no means been an 18ty
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But ‘while the spreading of accounts
is a source of danger, owing 4o the
dificulty of arranging with a large
number of creditors in time of need,
undoubtedly the greatest direct dan-
ger resulting from wide buying is the
tendency which 4t exerts to increase
liabilities, It is as sure to result dn
increasing liabilities beyond what s
mecessary, as is the course of the sun
from the east t0 west. Every addl-
tional account is almost sure to add
something to the merchant's labilities
‘beyond what would have been neces-
sary without this eccount. As the
safety of the merchant whos: “nan-
clal posttion 48 not strong, lies largely
in keeping his stock and labilities
down tto the lowest point mecessary to
aneet the demands of his trade, 8o also
his greatest danger is in spreading his
accounts, with its

‘While there are some factories which
have not turned out first-class goods,
{t should not be taken for granted, as
some have evidently supposed, that all
our cheese is not good. There are a
number of factorles which make excel-
lent goods. As a proof of this we are
shown a letter this week from a party
in Ontarlo who had received a ship-
ment of our cheese, in which he stated
that the goods were fine quality and
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make any material oconcessions be-
yond these noted, cheerfully plled up
thelr stocks, and In some cases, when
thelr docks were full, shut down the
mill for a time.—~ Americpn Lumber-
man, :

—_——t
THE OTTAWA CUT.
Something of interest about the im-
portant industry of lumbering s
gathered from the remarks of the pre-
sident at the recent annual meeting of
the Bank of Ottawa. He conmsiders
the figure of 800,000,000 or 900,000,-
000 feet of lumber produced within a
radius of fitty miles of Ottawa city an

thoroughly  satisfactory. Manitoba
inukers have carrled off first prizxes on
: £ i at the lead!

&
exhibitions of the continent, At the
great Chicago fair the highest awards
obtainable were secured by Manltoba
exhibitors of both butter and cheese.
Unfortunately more will be heard
ahout one bad lot of dairy goods than
Is sald about scores of shipments of
fine goods, and thus the impression is

Increase in liabilities, '
A representative of a house
which has a large trade dn the west,

d that all our cheese is medium
or poor quality, Just as good cheese
can be made here as elsewher., and
those who have heard about a poor lot
of Mani cheese should not run

and which has d with s
ably small losses during recent yeare,
was heard to remark the other dJay
that when they found a merchant was
spreading his accounts freely, they
ere very careful about eelling him
gools. He instanced one case of an
order they had declined to fill, on the
FS d that the h had  too
many accounts. Within two years
the merchant had assigned. This, he
said, was a feature ‘which they watch-
ed very closely, and whenever a
merchant ‘was suspected of buying
widely, his credit was curtailed.

It is surely a great m;r ::

trength to any mecrchant to rve
-:ewm and as few credftors as’

¥
one. While in the grain growing dis-
tricts the crop hus not been up to the
usual standard of excellence, yet it
might have been worse. On the
whole the country has made substan-
tial progress, and & fair degree of
prosperity is being enjoyed. Poverty
and want, as it is known in meny
other countries, is unknown here. In
this new country, Iif we have not
many very wealthy men, we have also
very few cases of poverty. For those
really In need, we are sure help will
be freely extended during the holliday
season, 0 that all will be made to
Yeel that this is & time for good feel-
ing and good will among men. Bus-
iness men are looked to to provide the
bulk of the aseistance for the needy,
and they are usually not slow to do
thelr duty in this respect.
The Commercial wishes all its read-
ers & Merry Christmas.

SPREADING ACCOUNTS.
One of the & which

he can get along with and meet the
reasonable demands of his trade.
e — it

FINAL MANITOBA CROP
BULLETIN.

‘The final official crop report for
Manitoba was issued at the close of
last week. The wheat crop is placed
at 84 bushels pec acre, making @
total of 13,000,000 in round numbexrs.
‘While this is a heavy reduction in the
wheat crop, it is pleasing to note that
a large § in the p of
live stock, poultry, dairy produocts,
etc., is apparent. The production of
datry produce is placed at, 2,088,000
pounds of dairy butter, compared
with 1,354,000 pounds last year: and
creamery at 1,254,000 pounds, com-
pared with 1,002,000 pounds last year.
Cheese 1,021,000 pounds, compared
with 848,587 lest year. Beef cattle
exported, 16,000, compared with 12.-
000 last year. The number of live

beset  the mvevege merchamt is  the
tendency to spread accounte. This
is a doudble damger, from the fact that
in spreading accounts there s mnot
only the disad ot} ing the
number of creditors, but also 10 un-
necessarlly increase the liabilities at
the same thme. Where the

heM by Ta shows a good
increave in all lines, except sheep, of
which latter there is a decrease from
33,000 heed last year to 25,800 this
year. The decline in the sheep jndus-
try is no doubt due mamly to the
trouble from wolves, which has ren-
dered sheep reising unprofitable to

are kept down to the amallest number
possible, It may wafely be taken for
tranted that lixbilities are also kept
well within bounds. It 48 certatuly s
treat alvantage to the average mer-
chant 10 have as few creditors as
Psble.  Only those who have ex-
ceptionnl financlal standing can afford
10 buy widely with impunity. When
2 Mqueeze comes, the merchant who
s ket his accounts down 1o a emall
namber will certatnly stand in a
much b- tter position them the one who
s spraad out Nberally in this re-
hect. The lerger the number of cred-
itors, the more difficult it will always
be 80 arrange for any desired favor in
Hme of need.

many There 18 a fair in-
crease in the erea of Jand prepared

wih 1492000 acres last year.
B ——— e ———

THE DAIRY TRADE
MANITOBA CHEBSE.

Manitoba chceese has had considerable
advertising of late which has not been
very beneficlal to the holders of the
commodity. owing to what has been
said about the poor quality ef a por-
tion of the make. This has tended to
p 1 in the Manitoba pro-
duct. It is therefore.pleasing to be
able to say something of a more en-
couraging nature about this industry.

away with the impression that it is all
alike. Buyers need not unnecessarily
shun our cheese, for by using care in
selecting they will be able to get the
quality they desire.
e
SHORT WEIGHT PACKAGES.
lu:;'loce. 2::; ““ uoed t::ﬂm-
Teen o uce
houses by the custom of some cream-

eries of packing boxes short ‘weight
and stemping and invoicing them as
full weight packages. We have a
letter 1'rom w Victoria, British um-
bla, produic house this wi ocom-
plaining of this practice, and of

to give us the nmames of creameries
Which have habitually shipped 356
pound packages, stamped and in-
Volced at this welrht, while contain-
ing only 52 to 54 pounds of butter.
\X_here m; occurs frequently in the

'rom &

;xuuut?);. tl.l D%‘ 40 to cover :'hrlnkue
n welg! e shrinkage is greater
of course wheve the dutter 48 held a
long time, but under ordinary circum-
mn?‘ does not usually exceed one
pound.

——————————
THE LUMBER TRADE.

CLOSE OF THE NORTHWESTERN
MILLING SEASON.

As the mills have shut fdown be-
Cause of the olosing in of winter, so
have cargo shipments ceased
Sime reason and the varfous

over . The total manufac-
ture of mawn lumber, he I8 informed,
does not greatly exceed 1,000,
feet, Then as to hewn pine, the quan-
tity of white and_ red now held in
Quebec is only 1,358000 cubic feet,
agalnst 2,304,000 cuble feet a year
ago. This quantity of square and
waney pine at Quebec i1s the smallest
on record,
——————

LUMBER TRADE NOTES.

The demand for southern yellow pine
has been unusually large this month
and mills report an exceptionally good
trade doing. .

Tha pulpwood resources of Northern
Minnesota are being actively develop-
ed by capitalists from various parts of

-the United States,

Hardwood lumber trade is quiet in
Western  Canada and the United
States at present and there i very lt-
tle buying movement anywhere,

Manning & McClure, of Stonewall,
Man, are putting in a sawmill plant
in the Gimli district, Lake Winnipes,
the machinery for which they have
ordered from The Stuart-Arbuthnot
Machinery  Co.. Winnipeg. Capacity
about 20,000 feet per day.

S. and Levi Sanders are putting in a
small_sawmill at Ethelbsrt, on the
Canadian Northern Raflway. northern
Manitoba, for which they have pur-
chased a plant from the John Abel Co.,
Winnt: ‘The same pany has also
sold a portable plant to D, Cote, of Ot-
terburn, Man.

Ritchey & McDonald have purchased
a sawmiil plant from the Stuart-Ar-
buthnot Machinery Co.. Winnipeg.
which will be set up at Makinak, on
the Canadian Northern Railway. in
northern Manitoba. The first car of
machinery has been forwarded. The
niil will have 2 capacity of about 30,-

per day.

The lumber mills of Duluth and Su-

perior report thelr season’s operations
during 1900 to have resulted in a cut®
of 4 feet of lumber as

against 423.765,000 feet last vear and
223.933.000 two years ago. The quan-
titv remaining on hand on Dec. 1 wan

208000 feet as against 114,138.000
a year ago and about the same quan-
tity two years ago.

In spite of the fact that it is some-
thing of the between period when the
lumber manufacturers are neither ac-
tually engaged in sawing logs into 'um-
ber nor cutting standing pine into logs,
the slmutlop i8 very active to-day,

which depend for thelr pine upon tha
mills of Lakes Huron, Michizan and

uberfor are taking account of stock
and making up their minds whether
or not their buying polcy of the past

Was & wise one. Reports from
the Thead e 8uperior
show  that &  large

majority of it unsold. This by itsa
would seein to be an unfavorable fea-
ture and might indicate that the sea-
80N has been an unsatisfactory one in
the way of lumber distribution, but a
study of the conditions at the mar-
kets shows a ing which

the imp:
the mill stock reports. All
kets bought very heavily
and during the winter una
Were 30ld out more closet:
before. Consequently there was not
carly in the season the Tnecessity
ch sometimes exists for continu-
ous and heavy buying and, owing to
the weaker conditton of
the whole: largely
buy or ship. Unt fall
vt;“ 2 general t:dn“t rthe:
u T decli
.mld not take place. o::‘ces-ne
ions were made on low grade boards
etc., only whetted their appetites and
they were Jooking for a decided slump
in prices. But the miN men had ocon-
trol of the situation and were not dis-

tre mills
y than ever

says the M €01 o
tor“the thaa N o ¥ mid
has

‘man. The
weather of the past fortnight
given a fresh impetus to bullding op-
erations, aud a large quantity of white
pine has gone Into consumption. Bulld-
ers and contractors generally are so
Tushed with orders that they are wore
ried over the slightest obstacle which
prevents them from working. Miune-
apolis and St. Paul and the northwest-
em states are at the beginning of a
buflding boom which promises to rival
that of 1880, although in all probabil-
ity It will not create s0 much excite-
ment as did the previous one in the
year mentioned. Building statistics for
Minneapolis show that the new struc-
tures erected up to December 1 cost
over $1.000.000 in excess of those erect-
¢d during the entire twelve months of
1899. Should a reasonable amount of
mild weather be experienced during
Decem t 18 more than probable
that the record this year will show an
excess of $1,500, over any previous
year during the decade. In business
blocks Minneapolis is experiencing a
decided bullding boom this year, and
the same is true of St. Paul, although
not to 30 pronounced an extent. T
ing the year two buildings devoted to
the wholesale trade, costing nearly $1,-
000,000 ‘were built. Three more are in
process of construction and plans are
on foot to bulld several others, inctud-
ing & grext chamber 8t com as
soon as the spring opens. But the
bullding boom is not confined to busi-
ness biocks alone; many fine resi-
dences are being erected in all sections
of the city. -




