THE COMMERCIAIL.

Fesd Products.

Professor Robertson, sgricultural and dairy
commissiouer for tho Dominion Governmont
appearcd beforo the house of commons’ stand-
mg committeo on agriculturoand coionization
on Thursday whon he gave information on
tho oxportation of porishable food products
from Canada. Among other things, he said:
A sure way to increase tho wealth of the
country and to promote its material pro-
sparity is for its people to realize from its
natural resources thrungh the manufacturs
and sale of fine food products. The extent
of the demaud for thess is dependent tpon
the excellence of quality and relative cheap-
ness. The production of these responds
promptly to relatively high prices or profits,
Pooplo are attracted into countries and
localitica where they can make mouey and
to the class of labor they can do comfortably
which pays best. Well-to-do purchasers of
beef in Great Britain pay one shilling per
pound for best cuts, 8d. for secound cuts, and
1d. for third cuts. These prices are equal to
an average of 17 cents per pownd by the
carcass at wholesals, 8% cents per pouud of
beef is enough to cover the retailer's expenses
and the freizht and other expenses {rom
Montreal to Great Britain. If the beef could
be sold retail at the prices named—and they
are not as high a3 the quotations for
the best beef in Great Britain—134 cents per
pound of beef should be availabls to the
furmers in Canada for the best quality, The
hides, tallow and offal should be of sufiicient
value to pay the local freight charges to
Montreal,

The opinion has prevailed that to market
was the chief obstacle to, and absorber of
profits. An eminent statesmen made the
well-known annvuncement that ‘* the British
farmer would always be sufficiently protec-
ted against foreign competition by the freight
charges which foreign products would have
to bear.” So much have the transportation
facilities in Canada been improved that the
total freight charges vu cheess from the rail-
way stations in Outariv aud Quebec to Liver-
pool, Bristol, Glasgow and London, did not
last year oxceed d per cent of the value of
the cheese, or 2§ psr cont of the value of
creamery butter. \Wih complets refriger-
ator service thriughout, and the butter
bearing tho whole axpoense, the transportation
charges to Great Britain from railway sta-
tions in Ontario and Quebec need nut exceed
4 per centof the value of the creamery butter.
On an overage, the freight charges from the
railway stations in Outario and Quobec to
tho great seaports of Great Britain are not
more shan 1 orat mest 2 per cent of the
value of butter and cheese, highor than the
freight charges on similar products from tho
country ralway stations throughout Eng-
1gnd and Scotlana.

Daintiness in flavor is the quality in food
products which give thewmn high market value.
Batter can be preserved without appreciable
deterioration in quality, if pot in cold stor-
ago chamnbers at a temporaturo of 33 or 8%
Fahr two days after 1t 13 made. Some butter
meds at the deiry station at Moosejaw,
N.W.T., in Junoe of last year, and held in
oven imperfeet cold storage for the first part
of tho soason was suld in Manchester in Jan-
uary of the current year on 1ts murits, for
within 2¢ per 1b. of finest Danish butter, snd
witkin ¢ a 1b. of chuice colonial fresh-meado.
What the British public want is f{resh
flavored batter and fiue flavored foods. Cold
swrago scrvico presorves theso irom being
ipoiled during transit or while waiting fora
‘avorable martkot.

Professar Robertson gave dotailed informa-
tion ou the expouse of shippng catilo 1o Groat
Britain. Ho gavo particulars of tho expunses
and pet roturns from & shipment of 230 cattlo
by one of the largo feoders and sppers from
Canada, Tho cattlo wore slaughtered in

Liverpool and their carcases sold as dressed
beof On ono lot of 100 stoers, the total
averago oxpenscs from Montreal outwards,
including occan froight, slaughtering at
Liverpool and the selling commuiission thero
wag 815.48 por hend. This is exclusive of the
exponses for fodder and cattlomon on the
voyage. ‘Tho stecrs gave 742.4 1bs. of dressod
beef each, on an average. Tho selling price
at Liverpool averaged $8.67 per 100 lbs. of
beof Tho averago rovenue por steer for hide,
offal and fat was S11.81, On 180 head of
cattle tho expenses for the freight and dock
charges, slaughtering, rofrigeration and com-
mission, from Montreal as live steers uatil
sold as dressed beef in Great Britain, aver-
aged $14 96 por head. These steers gavo an
avarage weight of 778 lbs. of dressed beof,
and sold at an aversge of $8.78 per 10v lbs,
of baof- The average revenue for hido, offal
and fat, was $11.76 per steer. Estimating
that beof from similar high grado steers could
be retailed in Great Britain at 8d. for the
best cuts, 5d for second cuts and 8d for third
cuts, ho showod that, after making a liberal
allowance for all exponses and profits to the
haudlers, the stecrs would have netted about
816 more per head at Montreal if they bad
been slaughtered there and the dressed beef
sent forward in cold storsge compartments.
It the boef had been sold retail in Great
Britain at ad for the best cuts, 6d for second
cuts and 44 fer third cuts, the steers wonld
have netted ‘sbout $30 mure per head at
Montreal than they actually fetched by being
shipped alive.

The Fall in Prices.

The Pbiladelphia Press says editorially :
‘ In discussing the subject of students’ board
at Harvard University in his latest annual
roport. President E io$ gives some interestng
facts as to the fall in the prises of pro-
visions in twonty years. The rocords of
the Harvard Dining Hall Association show
that prices in 1874 and in 1894 compare as
follows:

~—November-—,

1874. 1894,

Beef (rump and loin)...... $0.14  £0.12)
Mutton (loin and legs)..... .08 09
Lamb. ... .. . .coooioann .09 038
.20 J4
ees g4
18% .16
054 08
053 .06
1.45 1,00
75 64
795 8.7

11 043
At 27
271 .88 24
87 :)
b 75 50
Milk (83quurts).... ....... 45 87

“* Tho only articles of provision on this Jist
that have risen in price are mutton and fish,
which show only & small increaso per pound.
Every other articlohns d in price, the
fall in such articles of primo necessity as
beof, flour, sugar, potatoes and butter being.
marked. The total cost of thosixtoon articles
in tho first column is $18.18}, und tho cost of
tho samo articles in tho second colomn is
87.81. Chicken is not mentioned in the first
column and is omitted from the total of the
second column. According to theso figures
tho crst of boarding o student by the Harvard
Dining 1l Association in 1894 islittio more
than half what it was in 1871.

¢- But this fall in tho prices of provisions
has not boen operative in Cambridge, Mass.,
slono It has beon goneral, and tothoadvan-
tago of the workingman as much asto tho
stadent. And yot during ths samo twonty
years thoro was a gonoral riso in wagoes the
country over. Thoe workingman was gotting
& larger roturn {or his labor, and was ablo to

buy his provisions for noarly half what it had
proviously ocost him. And it should be re-
membsred that in all these yoars the policy
of protection was in forco. It wasended with
tho year President Eliot takes as his second
basis of calculation.”

A

The ] t vessel vver built on the t
lakes was launched at tho shipyards of tho
QIobe Iron Works at Cleveland, Ohio, on
Feb, 22. The new stesmor is boingconstruoct-
ed for thp Mutual Transportation Company
of that city, Hor measuroments are as fol-
lows  Length, over all, 432 feet; with 412
foot keo), 48 foot beam and 28 foot deep. Her
not tonnags on an 18 foot draught 18 6.70
tons of oro or 200,000 bushels of wheat, with
2 14 fout Qraught she will carry 4,500 toons of
ore. She was built in anticipotion of a
twenty {oot channel.

The Ladies

enjoy comfort and luxury
while traveling and the Pri-
vate Compartment Slecpers
on *North-Western Limited”
via “The North- Western
Line” leaving Minneapolis
every night 730, St. Paul
8.10 arriving Milwaukee
7.50 a.m., Chicago 9.30
a.m, were specially designed
to fill these requirements.
Each car is divided into
10 superbly-appointed com-
partments which are un-
1 gnaled for privacy, comfort
and luxury. Your Home
Agent will sell yon
tickets via this first class
line. For further informa-
tion and Illustrated Folder,
Free, plea-e address T, W,
Teasdale, General Passen-
ger Agent, St. Paul.
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LaTagT TIME CaARD.

Dailily Through Trains.

1245 pma’ 3.95 pm Lv. Migneapolis, Ar} 840 am
125 pm! 716 profLy. 8t Paul Ar] 800am
4.05 pra]Lv. Ar.[1L10 am

7.15 pm| 815 am
7.16 am|10.06 amiAr. 5.00 pnl13.40 po

Tickete s0ld and beggago chocked throngh

polats ta the United Statoe and Capada, oeh o sl
Close connoction mado {n Chlcaga with all traln,

et and Soath. s M tolog
For tull {aformation apply fo your nearcet tickes agest

or
JAS. . POND,
Gon. Pase. Agt.  Wilwankes, W)
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