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FORESTRY IN BRITISH COLUMBIA,*
By J. R, ANDERSON.

AT the present time British Columbin probably pos-
sesses within its limits larger unbroken areas of primeval
forest than any other country in the world, and is
destined in the near future to be the principal source of
supply of timber and wood pulp. Hence the question
arises how best to conserve our forest wealth to the best
advaatage and for the greatest good.

Britishh Columbia, it must be premised, isa province of
vast extent, extending as it does from the forty-ninth de-
gree ol latitude on its southern boundary, to the sixtieth
degreeon its northern boundary, bounded on the west by
the Pacific ocean and on the east by the 120 degree of
longitude and the Recky mountains.

The climatic conditions within this great area, owing
to natural causes, it can easily be imagined, are most
variable and calculated to suit the requirements of many
different kinds of forest trees.  Amongst the most prom-
inent of them 1 make mention of the following. Aad here
I may explain that the descriptions are largely quotations
from a report 1 made some years age, at the request of
the Admiralty, and will serve, to some extent, to give an
dea of ihe forestry resources of British Columbia. 1 re-
produce my remarks with all diffidence, and subject to
correction, as I am quite aware of my liabllity toerr in
statements involving interests of such magnitude.

Without doubt the timber of greatest economic value in
the province, and of which there is the greatest quantity,
and most generally distributed, is the Donglas Fir, some-
times called Red Fir and Orcgon Pine; it is now known
under the botanical name of Psevdotsnga Douglasii—
Carr.

The synonyms are :
Pinus taxifolin—Lamb.
Abiex Douglasii—Lindl.
Abies mucronata—Raf.
Pinus wouglasii—Lamb.
Abies Douglasii—Gordon.
{var taxifolia)

Its range may be said to practically extend to the
who'e of the province with the exception of the Queen
Charlotte Islands, where it is said it does not grow,
and it accommodates itsclf 10 all Zititudes from sea
level to 6,000 feet ; at great altitudes, however, it only
grows in & very stunted form. Dawson says : * The best
grown specimens are found near the coast, in proxi-
mity to the waters of the many bays and inlets which
indentit.  Here the tree frequently surpasses cight fect
in diameter, at a considerable height above the ground,
and reaches a height of from 200 to 300 fect, forming
prodigious and dark forests.” My own cxperience is
that Dawson is quite rightin his remarks, and thercfore
it will readily be.scen that the shipping facilities are ex-
ceptionally rood for the best qualitics of this useful timber.
Amongst the uses it is put 10 1 may mention house
building, ship building, bridging, wharves, piles, masis,
furniture, feacing, cte.  \When growing singly in the open
it forms a very beautiful and useful shade tree, the
branchies starting from near the ground and growing out
very thickly all along the stem. It is, however, prcti-
cally uscless for commercial purposes when growing in
this form, and it is only uscful when growing thickly
tegether indensc lorests.  In the latter state it grows
without branches exrept at the top and 5o yields timber
of immense size and lengih, without knots, particularly
suited for bridgge and mmilar works.  In this country it
i not particularly Fable to attacks of inscets and dry rot,
cxcept when immicersed in the sex, where it (in common
with most of the other woods of the couniry) 15 subjeet to
the attacks of the Pennulifera teredo. When submerged or
huried under ground, away from the influence of the air,
it is very durable and will i these positions last for many
years; it soon roiy, hawever, if left fying onthegrcund cx-
posed 1o damp. The usual methods of scasoning for
ordinary purposcs s by piling the manufactured wood in
the open aur and allowing a free airculation of air to pass
through the picce.  When ased for turmiture and cabinet
making it is asvally scasoncd i a hot arr chamber.  As
much as gof,co0 feet of good lumber bave been cut off
oac acre in the Lomox district, and this, although trecs
under two and <ier sc.cn fect in diameter, were not
used. Thisis by nu aicansilic oaiy iavtance eccorded of so
Iarge a cut.

The woud acxt in ;mpm\.ulu'. o pub.\b:) the Ccdat,
geaerally kaona as Rad Codar, o also somctimes
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called Yellow Cedar, (not to be confounded with Yellow
Cypress or Cedur) ; botanically it is known as Thuya
Gigantea—Nutt.
The synonyms are:
Thuya plicata.—Dom.
Thuya Menziesii.— Dougl.

This tree 1s very generally distributed on Vancouver
Island and the coast of the mainland to the westward of
the coast range. Scarce in the dry central plateau, it
however again occurs in considerable quantities in the
Sclkirks and gold ranges of the mountains. As in the
case of the Douglas Fir, the finest specimens are to be
obtained in proximity to the sea coast. Here the trees
attain an immease size, some idea of which may be
formed from the fact that some of thenative canoes which
are all hewn out of the trunks, are six feet and more
from the level of the guawale to the bottom. An Indian
plank hewn out of this wood is at present at the muscom
here, the dimensions of which are § fi. wide by 15 fi. long,
and this is by no means anything like as wide as others on
the west coast.  Although second in importance as re-
gards its economic value, it is a more valuable wood than
the Douglas Fir, being used principally for intcrior
finishing, cabinet making, doors, shingles, & ‘i posts. Tt
is very ornamental when properly finishec, splits well,
and lasts a long time in the ground. In a specimen
bundle of spiit shingles sent by this Department to the
Chicago Exhibition, cach shingle measured 2z inches
wide, and split boards quite straight from 12 to 15 inches
wide and 12 feet long.  As regards attacks of insects,
dry rot, scasoning and accessibility for transportation,
my remarks under Douglas Fir will also auswer for this
wood. s an omamental tree it has few cquals, aad is
certainly the finest of our native trees.

Very little below Cedar as regards its cconomic value
is the Spruce, botanically known as Picea Sitchensis.—
Carr—with the synonyms of

Pinus Sitchensis.—Bong.

Alties Menziesii.— Lindl.

Pinus Menzicsii.—Dougl.

Abies Sitchensis.—Lindlcy & Gordon.

Dawson says, ‘‘ This tree scems to be confined chicfly
15 the immediate vicinity of the coast of British Columbia,
where it attains a large size.” It grows in large quanti-
titics in all low lying land in the vicinity of the coast, and
is therefore casily accessible for transportation. Its
height is not so great as that of the Douglas Fir, but if
anything it is larger at the butt; I myself saw one which
mcasured nearly sixteen feet in diameter. The wood of
this tree is very white and light, resembling white pine,
but is more clastic, and will bend with the grain without
spliting. It is therefore much used for boat building,
light spoon bladed ours, boxes, shelving and interior
work. Itlasts along time without decaying and is an
cqually good inscct resistant as the Douglas Fir.  As the
shrinkage is geacnmlly very great, it is gencrally kilndsied
tefore using, or kept stored away untilit is thoroughly
seasoned. On account of the sharp pointedshort fronds it is
quitc impossible 10 grasp them in the naked hand, and
thss renders this iree casily distinguished from the other
Conilerac.

The Yellow Cedar or Yellow Cypress probably ranks
next in its cconomic value. It isknown botanicully under
the name of Thuya Excelsa—Bong—and the synonyms
of

Cupressus Nutkaensis.—Hook.
Chamaacyparis Nutkaensis.—Spach.

Thss tree 13 not ncarly so pleatiful as any of the fore-
going, its range being confined to the coast manges of
the mainland and islands, generally at a considerable
clevation in the southern part of the province, where it
occurs in no great quantitics. On Quecen Charlotte
Islands, however, Mr. Dawson says, it is abundant and
reachics the sea level. It there also attains a size of six
fect and more m diameter. In my experience I have
scldom scen st over four feet.  Oa aceount of its beautsful
color and close grain it takesa high polish, and is suscep-
tible of being manufactured into beautiful articles of fug-
niture and interior decorations, hence it commands a
much lugher price than the woods previously mentioned.
11 15 tughly esteemed for ship building, as it s very dur-
able, and 15 generally credited on account of ats sirong,
pungent, but rather agrecable odos to be teredo resistant
of thix, however, 1 am not prepared to vouch. The
natives of the rorthem part of the province use it largcly
for paddics, carungs, boxes, and articles of domesic
use. It isxaid thaton account of its hability to shrink
lengthwise, as well as laterally, it requires to be well

seasoned for use.  The expense o, bunging 1
to shipping points is somewha £Teal, cxeey :
northern parts of the province, wh .oy abounds

sea coast.  The long and slender j-onduloys f;m?
hang from the branches give the u. e g Very gaat:
pearance, and the strong pungent «40r of the wod,.
1t emits when freshly cut, and wiv ;i peyer bsey
ders 1t very casy of wdentification,

The Hemlock, known botanicalts ay Tsuga y,
ana—Carr-—and its synonyms of

Pinus Meitensiang
Pinus € 1m.adensin—Ros
Q:{cs .\‘h Sensana-,
ames -,
Pious p - ‘:1‘1?1:: Ay
Abies Pionii=Meny,
is, except the bark, practically .« uied n the
time. Its range extends over the whole of 13
line, where it grows to an enormo. - size in dart t
forests, generally barren of othr \'egelalioa:
scattered bushes of the whortle berry Vaceitza
folium), with a thick carpct of mos covering teg
The bark is extensively used for Leeaiag, bt e
although good for inside work, is lixble 1o deaay
exposed to wet. It is but fair to v thyy pantly ¢
count of the abundance of other ceniferous woody
the prejudice existing against it, it bas never beca £
tested, and it is quite possible it may Possess ey
virtues. Asits habitat is generally atno grat
from the sea. it is a wood which could be tranry
shipping points without great cxpense. Whes
growing singly the tree is decidedhy prety, asd de
like fronds which enshroud the trunk forma 0! 3
and soft bed for the weary prospecter or trapper,
The Western White Fir or Balsam Fir, Ab'es G
Lindl—synonyms :

Pinus grandis—Docyl
Picea grandis—Locde
Abies Gordontana~(yr
Abics amabilis - Memy
is quite common in the vicinity of the caast, andxm-
alarge size, but the wood is held in small estees, I
perishable and brittle.  Itis, however, white Wy
and may in course of time be put to use for bones,
The bark when young is thickly covered way
bladders or cells filled with a hquid rosinous £53 1%
has great kealing propertics.

The tree, with its thick flat fronds and figd g
although grand in appezarance, is rather 1o o3
formal and too much of the Noah's ark 1ypeto be o
pleasingr.

The Western White pinc, known as Pinas Yxig
(Douglas); with iis synonyms of

Pinus strobus var moaticola (Nuit.)
Pinus porphyrecarpa (Lawson.)
Pinus strobus (Hook.)

Dawson xays : ** It is fonnd in scattered Frops,
no great quantities, on the slopes of the mozuig
the interior, where the rainfall is plentiful, and 2 e
parts of the interior ol Vancomer Island it is abai]
and is found in all parts of the souvthern porwes d
Coast Range where there is an abundant risat” %
wood is nearly identical with and nearly ol n
celebrated ** Kingr of Woonds,” as it i called, theT
Pinc (Pinus Strobus) of Eastern Canada. It hag i
cver, thus far been but little utilized, partly oau-:zi
the difficulty of geiting it in sufficient quantities 219!
gether, and panily on account of the expeae d=a)
porting it toshipping points. It is the most :sé.hﬂ
for window sashes, doors, powder barrels and'n‘ﬁ
work.  Being a white and very light wood, it is w
able for outside work, and has a tendency to abscio
turc when in contact with the geound, aad is tx:q
liable to decay. It is a very grand lookirgtre
long bluish yreen fronds, and cones from ¢ight oo
inches long. !

The other coniferse of the Province do a¢ :a
opinion require special descriptions. vrowingas 3ai
in comparatively limited quantitics, many of tea &b
intenior of the country, and only use! in defacy
timber. Some of the principal varier «are:
Western Yettiow Pine or Buli Pine «mas P

{(Dougl) ’
Pinus Resinosa (Hook.)

Its habnat as the dry platcan of tin wienw sasié
betwecu the coast and gold ranges. .. s a sl
handsome tree, with smooth red bark, very keg 53
and largo cones bearing 2 large quaniity of seed, &



