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for we happen to know scveral instances in
which local agents have received payments of pre-
miums after the periods limited had expired. This
may go on smoothly ¢nough, unless the life drops;
but the practice is a dangerous onc—and the whole
provision for a family may be swept off by a single
act of neglect.

Speaking on this subject gencerally, it oceurs
to us that possibly there might be some difli-
culty in cases of English and Foreign Insurance
Companies having only agencies in Upper Can-
ada. The holder of a Policy, we will suppose,
omits payment until the Jast day, and then on
calling at the agency finds that the agent has
dicd suddenly, and he cannot pay the preminm:
the terms of the policy do not provide against any
such contingency, as far as we are aware; what
security then has the holder but in the honour of
the Company? Our Home Oflices, such as the
Cuanada, are not open 1o this abjeztion, but possibly
Forcign Offices might be willing to insert in their
policies a condition for better scemity of holders,
We would recommend them to ascertain how their
rights stand, what their position would be as res-
pects claims on a Company in case they, the
holders, were unable to find some authorized
agent to make payment to when a premium be-
came due.

BAILIFFS—ONE OF THE USES OF THIS JOURNAL.

We have received many letters from D.C. officers
thanking us for information which our pages dis-
close : they are too long and too numcrous even to
extract from, but we give in another place the letter
of Mr. Jones, one of the Bailiffs in Northumberknd
and Durham—a good sampic of the rest. We
know the writer only Ly his communication, and
judging from the spirit of his letier, have no doubt
that the Court of which he is un officer is well
served.

We have always been really anxious to aid
officers, and without exactly aspiring “to the better
cnlightcnment of the public men of our Canada,”
as Mr. Jones says, it is pleasant to know that our
exertions in an humble way have not been in
vain,

POLITICAL STATUS—PROFESSIONAL CLAIMS,

The following (in the Lew Témes of the 26th April
last) is cut from an article in reference to the dis-
content oceasioned by the recent promotion of Mr.
Caims, of the English Chancery Bar:—

éNotoriously, at buth Bars, political services have always
purchased honours that were denied to professional merit,
Lord Palmerston’s Ministry has done no more than its prede-
cessors had doye before ity and the remedy shiould be sought
in a chauge of the system, not in abuse of the particular in-
stance in which its fault is shown more »litringly than usual.
11" politicat services are 10 be rccogniz«-:f at all as justifying
fegal promotion, the present exercise of the power may bo
well excused. Dot it 1s aaerioss question whether that power
~hould e retained—if the time hius nat come when proles-
sional merit alones shoul! regulate the distribution of profes-
siond honours.  We thisk that it has—that the abandonment
of it wonld opurate equally for the benelit of the political and
of the legnd world,  Parlinment wonld be relieved from the
throng of Lawyers who now o there beeause it is the easiest
pattle to professional sdvitcement, and who 100 olten carn
their hononrs at the eapense of the public welfare; aud the
Bar wouldd luve the benefit of 13 best members devoting
themsehes wholly 1o their profussions, and the best abilitics
promoted 10 the right places, instead of favouritisin in the
distribution ol rewards, and places filled by the wrong men.
And how might this change be accomplished? Very casily.
By enucting that no member of Parliament shall be eligible
for any judicial oflice, nor for two years after he shall have
9%(?;.‘(’1, 1o be a member.  The other evil would then cure
itsells

DIVISION COURT DIRECTORY.

B

The County Judges from whom we have not yet
received the lists of the limits of the Divisions of
their Countics and the names of the Officers, would
confer a very great favour on us by forwarding the
necessary information as soon as they conveniently
can: we are most anxious to obtain these lists, as
the completion of the Dircctory will necessarily be
delayed until we have from all the Counties reliable
retumns completed.  'We repeat, a very great favour
will be conferred on us by early attention to this.

MERCANTILE LAW REFORM IN ENGLAND.

The Bills for assimilating the Mereantile Law of
England and Scotland have passed through com-
mittce of the Lords. The first Bill alters the Eng-
lish law and assimilates it to the Scotch law, in
some particulars in which the Scotch law was
dcemed to be preferable.  The second, vice versa,
alters the Scoteh law upon points in which the
English Iaw was preferred.  In answer to the ob-
jeetions which had been made to the repeal of the
provision in the Statute of Frauds, that rcquires
contracts to be in writing, Lord Campbell explained
that the law at present made several exceptions to



