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axy, but a nered, wnitraet. Hence it wus properly called a
saerament,

TPhe indissoluble ohareter of marriage ýontinues to be theor-
etieally Mte doctrine ot both Angicans and of -the Ohurcli of
Rome at the present time. But although the Ronisal view of
matrimony in -theoretically striet, it is practically lox, beeauf' it
refuses to recognize -as religiousiy valid, any xa.rriage, which
has mot been solemnized by a priest of that denomin-ation, with
the remilt that any other marriage is regarded by Romanista as
mere leg'alized concubinage 'and ia dissolution not only a lawful
but -a meritorious &ct. The Anglican part of the C'hurch, on. the
other 'hand regards ail marriages between persons having. the
right to coxitraet matrimony as indissoluble when solemnized be-
fore persons suthorized by law to solemnize matrimony, irre-
spective of whether that person be a priest of the Ohurch of
Rome, a clergyman of -the 'Chureli of England, or ý%ny Protestant
inirnster, or even an ordinary icymnan duly authorized to per-
form the cerernony. These considerations cannot be last 4iglit of
where matrimonial legisiation is in question,

But it must be recognized as a fact, as Bisliop Gore lias re-
eent]y said, " that the modern State canniot be assunied te be
distinctly Christian. " It has to legislate for 'ail clamses of
people -and it is bound by the principle of religious tolerance
from whicili it will flot; de part. We cannoe conceal frem our.
selves -that there are th-ose ini our mnidat who do flot adopt the
view of Christ eoncerning matimhony, and they do flot regard
it -as au indissoluble bond. The only question is therefore wlie-
ther they are yet sufficiently numerous te justify the Parliament
of Canada ini gi\'ixîg effect to their opinionis concerning divorce.
But, after ail, -the question now broughit prominentiy before the
public by Mr. Jolinston's very able paper is whether the present
cumbersotne, unsatisfactory and uznfalir procedure for obtaining
a divorce should not; be superseded.


