
LAw STIJDENTS AND DEBATING SOMMETES.

in public, the discussion of questions of
bighier and more general importance, is
too often discouraged, because, perhaps,
it is thouglit that bis training is sucli
as to precludo him frorn knowing any-
thing about questions of higlier and
more general importance; and too many
in truth mistake their vocation, and
Lad better be content with a less
ambitions career, where their hands
may be as nxuch brouglit into play as
thoir heads. To try and persuade soma
men in the profession that their students
sbould exercise tliemselves in public dis-
cussion, and that a debating society is the
proper place for such exercise, would be
a hopeless task. They are apt to do-
spise the cultivation of oratory as a
weakness. They almiost contemplate, with
horror a young lawyer with a taste for
polîte literature, and prophesy for him a
melancholy future. Theyý are proue to
advise their young friends to depend
entirely upon Practice Reports, and
deeds of settl'ement, for intezlentual re-
freshment. They remind one of the iFel-
low at Cambridge, who pictured to
hiruself the soventh heaven as a region
of pure mathomiatics.

But thougli there are somne people of
the class just alluded to, there are others
wîth more liboral views; and, encouraged
by tbem, the writer -ventures to assert
that Debating Societies offer the best,
andi, in truth, the only school, for that
early practice in speaking, which. is so
essontial to an afivocato. Sucli sociotios
tend to enlarge and. froshon the minds of
those whose daily pursuits have a tendency
directly the reverse. They encourage and
foster the three habits, which, according
to the 01(1 saying of Bacon, should go to
form a lawye#: the habit of roading,
which makes a full man; of writing,
which. makes an accurato man; and of
speaking, whieh inakes a ready mar. It
is the habit of speaking, of course, in
which the element of association is os-

pecially needful. Few men cari become
speakers by private exerciso. In learning
to speak, the student wants the extrinsie
aid. of au audience and an opponeuk.
You may guide his attention to the be8t
models of eloquence; you may impreM
upon hlm the necessity of diligent study
of theso models ; you may assist hima with
many a hint. But he must teach hiu-
self to addross numbers without hesita-
tion ; ho must teach himself to think
upon. his legs; to deteet in an insta rit the
fallacy of an argument, and with equal
readiness to expose it. A Cicero, or a
Pitt may, after private study and obser-
vation, appear beforo the world as fiuished
orators. Average mortals can only hope
to become speakers after repeated efforts,
and many failures in a public arena. "lA
iDebating Society," says a Barristor,
writing of an advocate's training, "lis the
ouly school for a beginner. An assemably
of mon met for the purpose of busines-s,
will noV endure to be made the subject of
a tyro's first stops in talkiug, and it would
bo an impertinence ou bis part so to use
it. Hoe must taho lis lessons for soma
time amongst those who meet with the

1same obj oct, self-instruction ; each endur-
ing the othors that ho mnay ho endured
in turn., There ho may venture to fail
and dare to try again."

At a meeting lately held in iDublin of
the Law Studonts' IDobatiug Society,
ther'c, were present the Lord Chancellor,
andl most of the prominont lawyers i
Ircland. Mr. Butt, Q. C., proposod a
resolution "that this Society deservos
the support of the Bonchers, the Bar and.
the Law Students," and spolie in clo-
quent Verms of the aims, utility and suc-
cess of the Society. The Lord Chancellor
exprossed his gratification at being present
at the proceodirrgs cf a Society whic'h, ho
bolieved, to be a most valuable adjunet
to the education of young mon intending
to go to the Bar. Hoe agreed with Mr.
Butt that one great advantage cf the So-
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