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DEPARTMENT,

\Vholesule dry g goods . merclmnts, c‘spe-'

‘:_cmlly in Toronto and Hamilton, ave” con-
siderably " oxercised’ just now . over o

2 very clever evasion of: the full nmount of
-+ the duty on ceitain goods being put upon
This .

~.our . market’ by : American dealers.
" time, however, it is not of the saciifice of
i American manufacturered goods that we
+have to complain, but actually "oodb of

‘British malke, such as are usunlly unported :

" hy our’ own merchants. ]?ellnps some of
¥ our leglslators will be smpnsed to learm

.that goods .are now imiported to' Canada’

by American dealers vin New York ata

E 'less rate] of: duty than the same goods can’

.be laid down direct by our own importers.
o '_"lhe mode of opaeration is as follows:

the bonded warehouse accoiding a8 .re-
quired duvmg the season.

‘the duty;

.is he to avoid the 173 per cent,?

~in'the matter,
‘the subject, an Act to amend the Acts
‘respecting Customs, &c, 33 Vie,, Cap. 9,
part 3and 4 v .

THE CUSTOMS.

said.”

;A New York 1mporter buys in Bur ape,.
: qy two hundl‘ed and fifty cases of ‘o cer-:
S tadn cln.ss of goods, which' hie takes from '

The senson’s
demrmd hewe\'er has not been ‘up-to his

‘expectations, or trade slackens ; he sells

only  hundred eases, and-he casts about
him ‘what to-do with the remaining one
hundred and fifty ; he does not want to pay.
the business of the season is
over, and next season the fashion will be
changed. e thinks of Canada; but how
1le!
makes up his mind to hoodwink the Cana-

dians ; he reduces the price of the goods,

sny 20 wer cent: below cost, and sends
them across, entering them at our custom
houses at the yeduced invoice rate, lessen-.
ing not only the price of the goods but
also the duty, so'that our importers and
wholesale merchants stond aghast and sce
them actually underselling us in our own
market about'2) per cent. in a class of
goods which we import at a mucl' less
duty than they do. " Of course they will
sacrifice the goods in Canada rather than
pay the duty ; and the Canadian importer,
whose' season is somewhat later, finds his
market not only already stocked,or being
stocked, but at 4 rate with whlch thele is
no competing. ; ’
And now the question arises : can’ these
goods be legally entered ut the reduced
priceé, which our. American cousins will
reguluate to suit the necessities of the case?
Equitably there can be but one opinion
. We:guote :as bearing on

« And ‘whatever be the country hom which
the goods are jhmported, or in which they are
purchased, such value shall be ascertnined by
adding to the. value of such goods, at the place™
of growthyproduction; or manufacture, the cost

“of {ransportation, whether by land or'water,
and of shipment and transhipment, with all oxe
. penses ineluded, from - the place of growth, pro-

duction or nmnum(,lme, to the plau.e where the

oods are pu\clmsed and if they ave purchased
in-tlie-United Nalo: then to the place whence
they are (luct,l]_) conv eyed 10 Canada, as afore-

subject,. but, as it- may - be interpreted
otherwise; : the : sooner - we have some

‘special legislation theréon the better for

the country. ' We would suggest that our

customs authorities insist upon the pro--
duction of a certified copy of the original.
invoice as given at the New York Custom

Touse, and that a law be prepared com-
pelling such "oods to be entered at such
original invoice.

'ihe spasmodie cha\-aeterof this feature’
of the “slaughtering " business renders it

" impossible for-our merchants to provide:

-against it, as it may not occur once in five

years, and it may continue for a succession

of seasons. . II for no other ohject, the

govemment, sliould’ sée that the. revenue
of the countx'y does: not, suffer  thereby.
'I‘he retail mexchant cxm scfu'cely be said.

- the means,

J‘lns appears, suﬂxclenﬂy e\phcﬂ: on the -

~briefly, to that subject.
“eur-with .the writer of # Current Events®
that the mere sentiment of loyalty.is a

to derive much benéfit fro om the operation,
beeause it is nnpossxble to foresee it and
when to rely upon it, as it is entirely de-

pendent upon an irregular demand, affect.

ed by havvests, political issues, panies and
other causes.

The iden is not by any means anew one,
although its effects have not been felt so
seriously before the present season, One
or two of our shrewdest Montreal whole-
sale merchants took advantage of it some
years ago, but were obliged to pay the
duty, although, through the intervention

of a then leading cabinet minister, it was
afterwards refunded. The leadmg retail-
ers of Toronto had some experience of the
system last summer, many having been
# tempted into expense by the cheapuess
of it;” they bought quantities of British
goods from American travellers, buying
by the ‘case when they should have bought
by the piece; and found themselves met
on every side by their also overstocked
neighbors.  Montreal people have a recol-
lection of a similar state of things two
years. ago, the result of a venture by
A T. Stewart & Co. of New York in over-
stocking the retailers of this city with
Striped Lawns, Should the law peimit
American firms to carry out such schemes,
some Canadian merchants may feel war
ranted’ in protecting themselves as best
they can, regardless of the character of
What is to prevent a whole-
sale merchant on - this side from employ-

"ing Jolin Jones & Co. of New York (who

may bé.a myth): in ‘purchasing goods in

. Europe and fcrw'udmg, them in bond to
. Canada’/at_any price his employers may
-.choose to fix upon them:in New Yoirk?

There are some persons who, while they
would scorn . to take undue advantage of
a irm or individual, would not hesitate for
amoment to deprive the government ofits
Just dues upon whatevel' goods they pur-
chase.

- THE CANADIAN MOXNTHLY.

In ourlast number, when reviewing the
Hon. Mr. Blake's speech at Teeswater, we
had oceasion to notice a criticism by the
writerof “ Curront Events,”on Lord Blach-
ford’s article in the Nineteenth Century on
Imperial Confederation. .:We shall, there-
fore; commence our present notice of the
Canadian ]llonthl_/ by referring again, very
We entirely con- )

very uunreliable security for. the perma-
nence of our connection with the Empire:

; Upwfuds of 40 years ago there was-a great

outburst of indignation on the part of the -
old Upper Canada-* Government pm-ty

,because Sn' James Stephen, then. Under




