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MONTREAL, NOVEMBER 16, 1877.

A PROBL3L f FOR THE CUST'OMS
DEPART'1MENT.

'iViolesale dry goods ierchjants, espe'
cially in Toronto and Uainilton, are Con-
siderably e ercised just noiw over i
very clever evasion of the fil amount or
the duty on certaii goods being put upon
oui market by American dealers. This
time, however, it is not of' the sacrifice of
American mianiftic.tie'ed goods that we
have to complain, but actually goods o'
iritish make, such as are usually imported
by our own imerciants. I'erhaps sole ol'
our legislatora will bc surprised to leirn
thait goods are now in sported ta CLanada
by Amnerican dealers via New York lit a
less rate ofiduty tiai the saie goods can,
belaid dovn direct by our iow importers.
hie mode of operation is as follows:

A New Yark importer' buys in Europe,
»y two hundred and flfty cases of a ces'

tain class of goods, which he takes fron
the bonded warelouse accordi1g as re-
<quired during the season. Tie season's
demarnd, .howeverhuas not been up to his

expectations, as trade slacheins ; le sOUs
only a hiundred mises, and lie casts about

Ilisi what toý do ivit. tise remaiising anc
Iundred and fifty ; lie does not want to pay
the duty ; the business of the season is
over, and next season the fashion wvill be
changed. le thinks of Canadai but how

lie ta avoid tIe 17 ' per cent.? Hle
miakes up his inind to hoodwink the Cana-
dians ; ie reduces the price of the goods,
say 20 per cent. beloiv cost, and sends
then across, enteriumg then at our euston
hoiuses at the reduced invoice sate, lessen-
ing not oinly the price of the goods but
aiso ilie duty, se thatu oi importes and
w'lsobesaie iserciients stand agliast auld sce
then actually unsder'seliing us in ouir own
market about 25 per cent. in a chass of
goads vhich we liumport at a much less
dsuty tIsan they do. Of course they iwill
sacrifice the gooda in Ciainada sather than
pay the cu ty ; and the Canadian inporter,
Vhose seasón is soimiewlat later, finds his
market not onîly already stocked,or being
stockced, but et n rate whith n'lich there is
nso competing.

.And isats tise question aises .cas tise
goods be legally entered at the reduced
price, Wlsiclh ouir Aiserican cousins will
regulate to suit the necessities of tie case?
Equitably there can be but one opinion
in the inatter. ,Vse quote as bearing on
the subject, ai Ac ta amsend the Acts
i'especting Customs, &c., 33 Vie., Cap. 9,
paît 3 11s1à 4

And sisaeer be li the collstry f'tossn willici
tie goods sire impsîor'te'd, us' isn w'ihicl th'ey sire
purscliised, such valie lsafl be ascertiained by
adding t lie value of siich goods, at tie pflacd
of groith, iiodiction, or msaufsi'acture, tise cost
of' 'raportaios, whiiether by latid orwi ater,
and of sipnent and transipnient, with1 aill ex-
penses inlcluded, fromt tie place ai' growth, pro-
diiction or isan iijetucire, to tle place whisei'e Ise

oods ere puircisssed, and il iley sire puirciased
in lie United States, tisn to tie lace wvience
ilie' ire directly coniseyed to Unnadai, sas alore-

This appeasa .suíliciently e 0puicit an the
subject, but, as it imsay be interpreted
otherwise, the sooier wee have soine
special legislationi thereon the better for
the counstry. We would suggest that oui
custains authorities insist uplosi the pro-
duction of a ces'tified copy ai' the original
invoice as given at the Ne' York Custon
House, and that a law be pr-epared coi-
peliing such goods to be entered at such
original inivoice.

Tie spasmodie cai'aete' of tihis feature
of the "l slaulghtesing business reisders it
impossible foi' oui' muerchants to piOvide
against it, as it may not occu' once in live
years, asd it may continue for a succession
of seasons. If for no other object the
governnent siould see that the revenue
of the country does not silffer thereby.
The retail imerchant can scarcely be said

to deiive iuch benefit fron the operation,
because it is impossible ta foresee it a'd
whien ta rely upon it, as it ia entir'ely de-
pencens t upons ais irregular demland, affect-
ed by iarvests, political issues, panlies and
othser' causes.

The idea is not by any imbeans a neon se,
althouigi its effects have not been felt se
seriously before the present season, (nse
as' two of our slirewdest Montreal hIsole.
sale muerchants took advantage f it soiie
yeai's ago, but were obliged to pay the
dusty, although, through the intervention
of' a thn leading cabinet mîinsister, it was
afteriIrds refuinded. 'J'ie leading retaiil-
ers of Toronto Iad saime exîperience o the
systein last suimer, imany haîviisg been
"ltemptedi into expenuse by the cheapsiess
ofi it " they bought quantities of British
goods fron American travellers. butyiig
by the case when they should have boglit
by the piece, and found theimselves imset
on every side by their also overstocked
sseighbors. Montreal people have a recol-
lection ofI a similar state of things tiwo
years ago, the rsult of' a venture by
A. T. Stew'art & Co. of' New' York in over.
stocking the setailers of this city iit
Striped Lawn'îs. Shoul the law' perimit
Amei'ican firsis ta carry out such scisenes,
soine Canadian inerchants iay' feel wa"
ranted in protecting theinselves as best
they can, regardless of the character .of
the means. Wlsat is to prevent a iwhiole-
sale ierchant on this side froim emssploy-
ing John Jones & Co. of New Yolc (wlio
may be a mytis) in purchasing goods in
Europea and forwarding thein in bond ta
Canada at anîsy price his emsployers nay
choose to fix upon tien i New Vorik?
Tliere aie soine persois vlo, nvhile tihey
wouild scori to tace unsdue advantage of
a finn as' individual, would not hesitate t'or
a moment to deprive the governmiient Ofits
just dues uipon whatever goods they pur-
chase.

THE CANADIAN MONTHLY.

In our last number, wien reviewing the
Hon. Mr. Blalke's speech et Teeswater, w'e
lid occasion to notice a criticism by the
writer of " Cua ront Een ts,"on Lord Bilach)-
ford's article in tse NViieteenîth Cenitu'y an
Imperial Confederatiol . WVe sh)all, there-
fore, commence our pi'esent notice of tise
Canadia Nonthly by'efe'ring agail, very
brieflyy ta that subjtect WNe entirely cols
cu witi the writer of" Currenit Events "
that the inere sentiment of loyalty is a
Very uitreliable security for the perisa
nsence Of our connectin with the Empire
Upwvards of 40 years ago tiere was a great
outburst Of indignation on the paît of tie
old Upper Canada Governnent party
because Sir James Stephen, then Under


