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same mind as Rémy de Gourmont."
Mr. Gosse records his owl opinion:

''It must be admitted that there seems
to be no fixed rule of taste, flot even a
uuiformity of practice or general tan-
dency to agreement ini particular cases.
IBut the whole study of the five arts would
lead to deepair if we allowed oureelves to
accept this admission as implying that no
conceivable principle of taste existe. We
may flot be able to produce it like a yard-
mneasure, and submit works of imagination
to it, once and for ail, in the eyes of a
eonsternated public. But when we observe,
as we muet ailow, that art is no better
at one age than at another, but only dif-
ferent, that it is subjeet to modification,
but certainly flot to deveiopment; may we
flot safeiy aecept this stationary quality
as a proof that there does exist, out of
sight, unattained and unattainable, a posi-
tive norm of poetic beautyl We cannot
dêfine it, but in each generation ail ex-
cellence muet be the resuit of a relation
to it. It is the moon, heavily wrapt up
ini clouds, and impossible exactly to locate,
yet revealed by the light it throws on dis-
tant portions of the sky. At ail avents,
it appears to me that this le the only
theory by which we can justify a con-
tinued intarest in literature when it is
attacked, now on one side, now on another,
by the vicissitudes of fashion

PEACE IN FRIENDSHIP
VILLAGE

BY ZONA GALE. Toronto. The Mac-
millan Company of ýCanada.

M ISS GALE'S return to Friend-
slip Village for the scene of lier

new book wlll be weleonied by the
inany people who have derived pieas-
ure from lier earlier pictures of life
in this town.

Calliope Marali, pleasantly remem-
bered from other volumes, tells the
story în lier inimitable fashion; and
besides Calliope there are other peo-
ple, first met in other books of Miss
Gale'S, With whom it Îe a pleasure to
renew acquaintanceship.

VividlY and accurately lias Miss
Gale portrayed life in a small town.
With keen sYxnpathy lias shc cauglit
its humour and its pathos. Lt is a
book which only one wlio han lived
in a littie village on intimate and
friendly relations witli its inhabitants
eould have ,Written, but wlidl lias
ant appeal that is universal.

STORIES OF THE SHIPS
By LEwis R. FREEMAIN, R.N,V.R.

Toronto: J. M. Dent and Sons.

O F the xnany books that have been
written about tlie British Navy

this is one of the most readable, writ-
ten by the officiai press representative
with the Grand Fleet. Lt describes
life in the Fleet, gives a vivid picture
of a battleship at sea an well an a re-
citai of incidents attending a Northi
Sea sweep. Considerable attention is
griven to, the American ships, and an
attempt is made to tell what the Brit-
isli bluejaeket thinks of the Americans
and of what the American bluejacket
thinks of Britain and the British.-

THE GOVERNMENT 0F THE
BRITISH EMPIRE

Bv ED)wARD JENKs. Toronto: J. M.
Dent and Sons.

T HILS is an admirable book for
many persons who would like

to have an intelligent idea of British
institutions and yet who have neither
the leisure nor the inclination to stndv-
the suhject to, the Iength that is de
manded by most of the standard
works on it. It begins with a con-
sideration of the place and powers of
the King-Emperor, and continues witli
chapters on "The United Kingdom
and the Self-Governing Domînions*,
"The Crown Colonies and Britishi In-
dia", "The Imperial Cabinet", "The
Imperîal Parliament", "'The Fighting
Services", and the varions branches
of thc Governinent, including the
government of counties and borougis,

A CANADIÂN CALENDAR
Bv JOHN MURPtÂy GIBON. St. Anne

de Bellevue: The Canadian Book-
man.

THfIS is the first of a series to bc
known as "Canada Cliapbooks."'

Lt certaiiily is a good beginning. Mr.
Gibbon, who was already a writer of
established reputation, with two ex-
cellent novels, "Hearts and, Faces"
and "Drums Afar", reveals himself


