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iiiatt timie there vas nothing to pre-
venit mie from prae-tising. 1 also) de-
(ciied that I would tac. neo fees of any
kinid, nor avt on commiissions or arbi-
trations, or direetoiships of companies,
or aept anyvtiiig tliat would put
mle undetir obligations te) anyone. I
wiasi gworn inl on tii. 2td June, 1877,
and haveý eontinued in the offlce ever

1 folind laut lit oncee how xise it vas
tuit i had dvecided to aucept no fav-
ours. It had been the customn with
my'peduur to continuie their law
practice, and dIo any outside work
viierc the>' could get fees, and to ac-
cepi passes froin rail ways, steamboats,
theaýtre.,s, etc. Very soon a! ter mu> ap-
pointment I received season passes on
the. Ontario railways and on steamn-
boat uines, etc. I sent thern. ail bacc
polit.!>' explaining that formeri>' I
would have been glad to receive thesu,
but that I had rec.ntly been appoint-
ed Police Magistrat. aud could nlot
530w aecept thons.

This poiey han beau a great satis-
faction to me ever aie. 1 arn inde-
pendent of .veryoue. I amn constant-

l yigcases b.tw.en the, great rail-
wa>' couspanles, and eitizens, thieves,
and trespaasers, and I arn ju8t as iu-
dependeut o! the. great railway cons-
parri1.., who cau and do influence botii
the. Dominion and Provincial Goveru-
monta, as I amn of the. poor tramp who
is ounid trpasisg ou their lincs or

Not long bel oro rny appointrnent
the. powers of police magistrates had
been ver>' ruch enlarged, and short>'
mIter they were stiil more mnereaaed.
With the. cousent of the. accused, I
have tison abi, te try ail the. serious
off suces, eceept murder, manslaugh-
ter, rap., iiigi treason, and oue or two
crimes conuected with thse misuse of
explosives, without a jury, aud with
power ini soIR cases to sentence to
imprisonent for life. This vide juris-
diction has made ns> Court for the
st forty y.ars thse principal criminal

court of O>ntario, fru otwo or
three years ag> about ninet>' per eent.
of the. indietable offenees have, with

the eonsenit of the accused, been tried
by me. The last three years about
eighty-three per cent.

I soon feit that I igh-lt dIo a good
service to the communlity by giving
theml honest, eveni-h1anliled justice, for
there vas a great opening for that
kind of work in the Police C' ourt,
with the tremnendous powers that had
be-en placed iii the hands (if police
magistrates. This feeling hias led nm,
to retain my office for so many yeara.
More than twenty years ago the lat.
Sir John Thonipson, who was ilien
l'rime Minister o! Canada, inquired
through my brother, the member for
West Toronto, whether I would acept.
al position on the Hligh Court of Jus.
tiee. I was mucli pleased at the offer,
but delined it at once (although niy
salary would have been mue.h larger),
because I feit that my position was,
more important in miany ways, and
that I rnight b. much more useful t.
the eommunity where I vas.

The. question of salary did flot
weigh with me a partice. I have ai-
ways fet that the pecuniary side of
any question should not b. allowetl
to have undue weight. I fully agre.
with the. saying of the. great Generai
(Chines.) Gordon on the question of
money. lHe said:

"If a man cares for wealth, or fear,
death, he ia the slave of others. If
h. is indifferent to them, he is free,
and their master.»

Solomon says, "Blow much better it
is to get wladom than gold."

I refnsed, as I have said, to aet as
president or direetor of any eornpany,
and I am pleaaed to see that of late
years provision lias been made by
atatute preventing judges from ae-
cepting such offices. Sneh legilation
siiould not have been necessary, but
the. practice at one time was a comn.
mon one. I aiso deeided to talc. no>
fees. I have a great aversion to the
fee systemn; in time it la sure to bring
the. pendulum off the. plurnb.&
man acting in a judieial capacity
shouid have nothing to affect hli,
pecuniariy or otherwise, in deidùig
iu eitiier way.


