To the Trustees of.
wn the Township of

JOURNAL OF &

Upper

School Section, No

EDUCATION,

Canaday.

VYor. VI

TORONTO: MARCH, 1853.

No. 3.

——

CONTENTS OF THIS NUMBER.

1

" from thinking that our ancestors committed an error, either, when they

PAGE
1. Past and Present Education, by Lord John Russell,.... ..... 33
II. The Correspondence of a Public Office,............... e 34
III. Regulations relating to Communications with the Department of
Public Instruction for Upper Canada,.  ....eevevevnnnnns 36
IV. Couxty Scioor Coxvestioss in Upper Canada. Proceedings
and Suggestions,. ... iieiiiir e, [ 36
V. OriNioss oF tHE Press—1. Toronto Examiner. 2. Canadian
Free Press. 3. Huron Signal,........... Ceeseraerienans 39
VI. Answers to Correspondents,............. C errereenaraean 40
VII. Epitortat—1. Provincial Certificates of Qualification. 2. The

Principle of Apportioning the School Fund. 3. Lord Elgin
on Personal Responsibility in Public Men. 4. Co-operation
of the Press. 5. Resolutions passed at the County School
Conventions—(1) Relating to the Extension of the Powers of
Trastees in Rural Sections; (2) Relating to Libraries; (3) Mis-
cellaneous. 6. Schootl L ‘gislation in Ohio. 7. Popular Edu-

cation on the Continent of Europe,.......oveveveveeenen.s 40
VIIL MiscaLLaNgors—1. March (Poetry). 2. The School of the Sec-
tion. 3. The British Constitution,.......cvveveieennnn.. . 44
IX. Epvcariovat InteiLieNcE—I1. Canada Monthly Summary. 2.
Schools in fPort Hope. 3. Education in Lower Canada. 4.
Mr. Hagarty’s Opinion on the Separate School Law. 5. Com-
mon Schools of Toronto. 6. Priuce Edward's Island, 7. Nova
Scotia. 8. British and Foreign Monthly Sunumary. 9. Uni-
versity of Sydney, New South Wales. 10. United States
Monthly Summary,. .. oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiranreniaas 45
X. LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE,«..vuvverevnoneanes 47
XI. Advertisements,................ e eeeecacereaanas . 48

PAST AND PRESENT EDUCATION.

We select the following from an excellent speech by Lord Jouy
RusseLL,—who, following the examples of the Duke of NEwcAs-
TLE, (Lord Lincoln,) the present Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, the Earls of CArLISLE, BELFAST, LLLESMERE, and other
noblemen, has recently been lecturing at the Mechanics’ Institute,
at Leeds.

. The example of the noble champions and advocates of educa-
tion in England in the olden time, is of infinite value to a young
country like Canada, and its spirit scems to have been imbibed at a
recent meeting held at JTamilton, to promote the establishment and
endowment of a College in that city. TLord Jonx RuUSSELL re-
marked that—

“ Before the Reformation, and immediately afterwards, great sums
of money and broad lands were given for the purpose of endowing
academies, colleges, and schools for education. Our ancestors thought,
and I believe wisely thought, that the best plan they could adopt was
to teach, or to provide means for teaching the science and the litera-
ture which have been derived from ancient nations, for in those days
that science and that literature contained all that was known, that was
Teally worthy of study, the most profound works upon the subjects of
geometry and science, and the best models of literary writing. Iam far

directed the education of youth almost exclusively to these objects, or

" when they decided that a great length of time should be be given to

that knowledge ; but we have to consider that at the present day we
stand in a totally different position. Not that we ought to forget what
great advantages we have derived from the science and the literature
of anclent nations: because upon the geometry delivered to us from
the ancients has been founded all that increase of knowledge which
ended in the discoveries of Newton,—from the writings of the poets of
antiquity 'the great poets of modern times have derived the best models
they could imitate,—from the jurisprudence of the Romans were derived
the laws by which most of the nations of the continent have been ruled.
But, while this tribute must be paid, it is a paramount object of atten-
tion that we, in the course of the three centuries and a half that have

E elapsed from what is called “ the revival of letters,” have added to the

stores that we have received immense stores of our own,—that by the
side of that rich mine we have opened other mines, which, if not of
richer ore, are more easily worked, and are more abundant in their pro-
duce. It was Lord Bacon who first pointed out that the mode of the
pursuit of science for modern nations ought to be different from that
mode for the discovery of truth which had been pointed out by some
of the great philosophers. It has becn much questioned whether Lord
Bacon was in fact the guide by whom other discoverers have been
enabled to pursue the track of knowledge and of invention, and upon
that point I think it is certainly clear that it was not Lord Bacon who
enabled Galileo and Torricelli, Pascal, Tycho Brahe, Copernicus, and
Kepler to make the great discoveries which have immortalized their
pames. But what is true, is, that Lord Bacon at a very early period
laid down the rules by which all modern men of science have guided
themselves. He pointed out the road they have followed, and laid
down more clearly, more broadly, more ably than any one else, the
great method by which modern discovery should be pursued. You
will find, T think, if you pursue this subject—if those who belong to
mechanics’ institutes will study the two works of Lord Bacon, the one
called the “New Organ,” and the other on the *‘Instauration of the
Sciences "—you will find that the latest discoveries, the latest inven-
tions, have been made according to that mode which he pointed out,
A work was published but a year ago by Mr. Fairbair, giving an ac-
count of the experiments which he adopted under the direction of Mr,
Stephenson, and by which that gentleman was enabled ta construct the
tubular bridges at Conway and over the Menai Straits, You will find
that all those experiments were according ta the rules which Lord
Bacon has laid down. Take another work, on gcology, and a most
interesting work it is, called the “ Qld Red Sandstone,” by Mr. Hugh
Miller, and you will find in that interesting work, which is as remarka-
ble for the beauty of its style as for the importance of its matter, that
Mr. Hugh Miller, being at first & mason working in a stone quarry,
pursued, in his method of investigation, the same rules which Lord



