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VOYAGE OF THE GRIEEOX. 26;

mountain gorge between Lewiston and Que'enston, Hennepin 
mentions a “ great rock ’’.which rose to .a considerable height 
above the water, “ three fathoms from the* Canadian shore.” 
Also, “three mountains” on the American side, “oppositt/jJ*e 
great rock.”* In describing his return from his western dis
coveries, after the loss of the Griffon, Hennepin says, “we 
carried our canoe from the great Fall of Niagara to the foot 
of the three mountains, which are two leagues below, and 
opposite the great rock.”f This locates the portage used by 
Hennepin, on the American side.

ThefHaron la Hont-an, who visited the Falls in 1688, only 
nine.years after the Griffon was built, says, in his “Voyages to 
North Americy ’ published jin 1703, “ I went up. the Niagara 
three leagues from its mouth, to the erjp of navigation. We 
were obliged to carry^our canoe from a league and a half b^tv 
the Falls,, to a half a league a»ove them. We ascended the three 
mountains before finding the way smooth and level. ”J On the 
map which, accompanies his travels, La Hpntan places the 
“ thre'e mountains” unmistakably on the’ American side of the 
river, just'soutli of the site of £ewh>ton. >

From the preceding quotations, it is evident that the-* great? 
rock,” is referred to as- on fhe west or Canadian side, and the 
“ tlpee mountains” on the opposite or American side of the 
Niagara. „ - ■ ■ ■ r\

This “great royk“ was long a colhpicuous object near the 
shore ; and can still be seen under the western end of the old 
Suspension bridge, the ruins db which now span the river at 
that point. Within the memory of the early settlefs, boats 
could readily, pass between the rock and the adjacent bank. 
The debris from the precipice above, thrown down iffthe con
struction of^hediridge, has nearly filled the intervening space. 
Hennepin describes the rock as very high ;|| but time, and the

* Hennepin, N. 1)., pp. 45, 77, 113/452. 
t Hennopiti, N. F*)., p. 456.
* l.a Hnnfjn’s Y(%ines, Kng. ed., vol. i., p. £1. 
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