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about three feet from the root. Where a thick forest

has thus been cut down, the desolate appearance the face

of the country presents can be scarcely imagined :

—

large blackened trunks, and arms partly consumed by
fire, lie encumbering the ground till they decay, or are

again consigned to the fire by some more industrious far-

mer than the generality of the Americans. At Rochester

however nothing of this kind has yet taken place, though
it is the most thriving town in the State. The softer

kinds of wood, such as birch and beech, decay sufficiently

in six or seven years to admit of being knocked up, but

hemlock and pine will scarcely be affected by the seasons

of half a century.

Crossing the Genessee River, we entered the principal

part of the town, and drove to the Eagle, situated in the

main street, a fine hotel with excellent rooms and an at-

tentive landlord. The town has risen in an incredibly

short space of time : twenty years since was a wild unin-

habited tract where 14,000 people now earn a livelihood.

Its rapid rise originated from the Erie Canal passing

through the town, and the Genessee affording so great a
water-power to the extensive flour, cotton, and other

mills on its banks. The canal crosses the river by a fine

aqueduct 300 yards above the Falls, where the celebrat-

ed leaper, Sam Patch, took his last and fatal descent in

1829. The Falls are over a perpendicular ledge of rock,

97 feet in height : with that descent however he was not

satisfied, but had a platform erected to the height of 26
feet, on a small island which divides it, and in the pre-

sence of thousands of spectators precipitated himself into

the gulf beneath, from which he never re-appeared.

Many ladies who were the innocent spectators of his

death, little imagining there could be any risk, as he had
already made a similar descent from the Falls of Nia-
gara, faintedwhen, after anxiously awaiting some seconds

for his re-appearance above the surface of the water,

they at last discovered by the shriek of horror which
arose from the assembled crowd that they had been in-

strumental in the destruction of a fellow.creature ; and
every one regretted, now it was too late, that such an
exhibition had been encouraged. The unfortunate man,


