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pened : and ajftful dcfigning men found it no dif.

ficult tafk, to excite or cherifh fufpicions, that the

colonies were already aiming at this, -and ihut check-

ing their growth, and abridging their liberties, was

the only method of defeating their fchemes. But

an able writer, no way biafled in favour of the co-

lony claims, and who had the beft advantage for

knowing fadls, hath born ample teftimony, that the

Colonics in general were loyal to their fovereign,

well afFedled to the mother country, zealous for her

profpcrity, and far from harbouring any rebellious

deligns again ft the juft rights of government. Their
merchants are, and ever muft be, in a great mcafure

allied with thcfe of Britain ; their very fupport,

confifts in this alliance, and nothing but falfc po-

licy here can break it (a). Their political and reli-

gious principles are incompatible with fubmiiting to

tlie government, or aiking the prote£Vion of France

or Spain. No one colony could by itfelf fhake off

dependence on the mother county : and no two had
any common magiftracy or principle of aflbciHtion,

till the attempting to connect them to us by power,
connefted them to one another in policy. Before
this, their different charters, forms of government,
manners and cuftoms, religious fentiments, jarring

claims and interefts, and the rivalfhip and jealoufy

arifing from all thefe, prevented any fuch union a-

mong them one with another, as all of them had
with the mother country (b). That there might be
amongft them men of republican principles, or men
ambitious to be the heads of a new kingdom or
commonwealth, is no unnatural fuppofition : But
had Britain left them in the happy iituation in which
they were before the ftamp acft, thefe would have been
few in number, and could never have perfuaded
twelve provinces to revolt from a government, un-
der which they felt themfelves eafy and fecure.

(fl) Pownal's adiTiiniftration of the colonies. 4th edition,

Lon. 17^8. p. 40. and dedication, p. 6 and 8. { ^

( ) PAWoal s adminilhatiou, p. 35, 38, 9j.
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