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NOTE. ,ltf

I HAVE deferred to this place a few remarks on the
arguments which are usually adduced in support of war.
War, it is said, kindles patriotism ;- by fighting forouv

eountry, we learn to love it—But the patriotism, which
is cherished by war, is ordinarily false and spurioVs, a
vice and not a virtue, a scourge to the world, a narrow^
unjust passion, which aims to exalt a particular state on
the humiliation and destruction of other nations. A
genuine, enlightened patriot discerns, that the welfare of

his own country is involved in the general progress of

society ; and, in the character of a patriot as well as of a
Christian, he rejoices in the lil)erty and prosperity of

other communities, and is anxious to maintain with them
the relations of peace and amity. „- *'^

It is said, that a military spirit is the defence of a
country. But it more frequently endangers the vital

interests of a nation, by embroiling it with other states.

This spirit, like every other passion, is impatient for

gratification, and often precipitates a country into unne-
cessary war. A people have no need of a military spirit.

Let them he attached to their government and institutions

by habit, by early associations, and especially by experi-

mental conviction of their excellence, and they will never
want means or spirit to defend thena.

War is recommended as a method of redressing na'

tional grievances. But unhappily, the weapons of war,

from their very nature, are often wielded most suc-

cessfully by the unprincipled. Justice and force have
little congeniality. Should not Christians every where
strive to promote the reference of national as well as of

individual dis|)utes to an impartial umpire ? Is a project

of this nature more extravagant than the idea of reducing
savage hordes to a state of (Regular society ? The last

has been accomplished.. Is tlie first to be abandoned in.

despair?.
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