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XIV Prefcace.

recolleded, the whiftling of that Williamite air. It is

their political rather than their lyrical merit that has

caufed this colledtion of revolutionary verfes: and

although, in the Editor's opinion, they are wanting

in neither the one qualification nor the other, yet it

may be as well on the latter fcore to premife that the

reader muft not look to dealing with them fimply

according to their poetical defert. " Ufe every man
" after his defert," fays Hamlet, " and who fhould

" 'fcape whipping ?* Ufe them after your own honour

" and dignity : the lefs they deferve, the more merit

" is in your bounty. Take them in."

But notwithflanding all that has been advanced, it

may ftill be doubted whether it was worth while to

difturb the repofe of the pieces here printed. The

Editor's intereft in a favorite line of refearch perfiaps

difqualified him for an unbiafTed decifion : and an ap-

peal to the judgments of friends was about as profitable

as that of John Bunyan in a like ftrait

;

Some jaid, John, print it : others faid, not Jo.

Some Jaid it may be good. Others Jaid No.

Accordingly^ as is not unufual in fuch contingencies,

he has followed the counfel that agreed bell ^ith his

own inclinations: fatiffied that the limited im^^reflion

of this book will at leaft prevent any very widefpread

diflatiffadion refulting from his proceedings.
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