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Dukf ot Ik;< KiMiiiAM AM) CuAMX'S to Vi*rounf .Mdm k.

Mv I/<iHi),
Downini; Sfrni. Itli .Imii' \^(\h,

I 1)1 IV nrrivpd thf Adflrcs* f(» tlic Qiirtii Iroin the llniisc of A»Mint>lv of tli,

rroviiuc «>r Ni)\ii Scotia, coiitiiiiuil in vmir lord-liip'- di'.-pati li, Nn. IJ,» (if'tlii' 1 Itli ni

Miinli, rtnrrsiiitiii^; lliut tlicv olijcct to tlif rncuMirr ot conl'i'di ration liy which the

i'ntvin'cr ha- Ucn ji-incd \\ith"< 'aiiada and New UriniMvick, and pravinj; that. m. |Mr n-

regards Nova Scotia, the Act of the Imperial I'arhanicnt cli'cftiiii; the union inav he icju-iilcil.

""l have also had an interview with Mr. .Iom ph Howe, .Mr. Willi.ini Annand, .Mr. InKip,

and .Mr. Smith, iK'ini,' the deputation \\lio were appointed hy the K.\eciitivi' (omuii df

No v.i Scotia to visit tiii- country in onk-r to c.xphiin and support the re|)rcsentati(iii>

olVered ai^ainst cont'echTation.

I have the honour to inform you th;it I h.avc laid the .Achlre-^s of the IIouh- of

\sM-mlil\ lieforc tlie (jueen, and tliat \Ur .Majesty received with mucli satistactioii

the a.ssurances whicli it contains of tlicir unaliateil loyalty and attacinnent to Mer perMin

and j^ovcrnment. Tiie (jueen rc}j;rcls to learn tliat any dissatisfictioii should have Ucii

cau.si'd aiiionfjst her faithful subjects in Nova .Scotia hy the measure of ('onfedcratniii

adopted by the Imperial Parliament, and assented to hy the Crown, hut Her .Maj(-.ty

trusts that the objections which have bcin expressed may admit of removal.

I can assure your lonlship th.at the subject of the .\ddr(>s has eni;.iL;ed the eariu'«t

consideration of llcr Majesty's Confidential Advisers. They lue well aware (hat tin

inh.ahitants of Nova Scotia have always betn distinf^uished by a sentiment, honouraMc

alike to the (-'olony and to this country, of attachment to the I!riti-h Crown and

(lovcrnmcnt, and they arc anxious to promote the contentment of a jicoiile so justly

entitled to consideration. lUit th.e ma<»nitudc of the interests at stake renders it a duty

not to slu'ink from examininj^ fully the u;rounds of the cumplaiiits which have heiu

adduced; and if it should prove that some of them arc mistaken and others rcmovaliii,

1 should ind\dffo the hope that a ditVcrcnt view of the subject will be ultimately taken.

The leading complaints appear to he reducible to two :— I irst, that confederation

wiis accomplished without properly consulting the Province ; and secondly, tint tlic

results may be pnjudicial to some of its special intirests.

Now as far as regards the second of these topics, lie;- Majesty's (iovernment fed

that they need only draw the attention of yourself and of your (lovermiKnt to the

points raised in the Address relative to taxation, the regulation of trade and the fisheries,

ns they are confident th.at it it will be equally the wish of your (iovernment and of the

Parliament of the Dominion to relax or modify any arrangements on those subjects

which may prejudice the peculiar interests of Xova iScotia, and of the maritime portion

of the Dommion. No doubt can be entertained that the Parliament of the Dominion

will be fully alive to both the justice and the expediency of consulting all the various

interests of the territory over which its jurisdiction extends.

With respect to the evidences of the opinion of the i'rovince, I observe that Xova
Scotia was on several occasions the first of the Provinces to move the project of

confederation. In 18.")4 it was proposed in the Legislature of Xova Scotia. In |s.")7

it formed one of the topics entrusted to some delegates from the (lovcrmnent of X'ova

Scotia to Her M.ajesty's Government, 'i'he plan was moved in Canada in l.*^5S, hut

being subsequently dropped, was revived in Nova Scotia in IsGl ; and made the subject,

in 1862, of a Circular Address from Xova Scotia to all the other I'rovinces.

In 1864 delegates were appointed by the Government of Xova Scotia to attend the

conference at Quebec that framed the scheme on which the .Vet of Confederation now^ in

force is based. As soon as that scheme was unanimously adopted by the delegates from

the several Provinces, the Secretary of State remarked that the project should be sub-

mitted to the several Legislatures. Prince Edward Island declined both in l.S()5 and

1866, and Newfoundland never adopted the proposal. Hut in 1S66 both Houses of the

Legislature in Xova Scotia, and both Houses of the Legislature in New Brunswick,

passed resolutions (of which copies are annexed to this Despatch) requesting tlie

Governor to name delegates to arrange with the Imperial Government a schenio of

union, whilst Canada had previously passed similar resolutions, of which also copies arc

annexed. Such were the proceedings which attested to the Government of this country,

on the highest authority, the wish of the Legislatures in those Provinces.

I am advised that the Act of Confederation was duly and lawfully passed by the

Imperial Parliament.

It is objected that no previous appeal was made to the people in the Provinces ; but

this has not been thought necessary in parallel cases. There was none, ibr instance, in

uniting the two Canndas in ISi'J, although much diflercnce of opinion existed, and iu


