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INTRODUCTION.

COLONIZATION is one of the methods which nations, in

all ages, have employed to fecure their conquefts, or to extend

their territories. If a tradt of country had heen ravaged and depopu-

lated by war, a colony was provided to re-people, to defend, or to

cultivate it. If it was poff.fll'd by inhabitants, lew in number, and

unwarlikc, who had territory to fpare, and would mako little re-

liftancc to the firil invaders, it was conlidered as a captivating prey

to any ftate advanced in cultivation, or perhaps overloaded with

people; and a colony was difpatt'ied to feize and appropriate it.

Accordingly, we find that colonization proceeds nearly in the fame

diredion, and almoft keeps pace with the progrefs of civilization.

The hiftory of fociety informs us, that civilization has held its

courfe from eaft to weft, from Afia, through Africa and Europe,
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