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M to the refoiirct'8 or ability of tin- nation to gain the objcft of the

war. The opinion of the Executive is coiiehifive on this point alfo.

The National IntelUgenccr tells the people of tlie United States,

that Great-Britain has done an unprovoktil a6\, which juilifies a de-

claration of war on our part ;—this point, it fays, it is treafnn in any

body to difprove.—It adds, that this war would be expedient, be-

caufc *• we can bring Great-Britain to our feet. We can ruin her

manufafturers ; \vc can ftarve her colonics ; we can take Canada

and Nova-Scotia : while the injury will be trifling to ourfelves, as

we can fupply ourfelves as plentifully with foreign goods by prices

we fliall take, as we are no<w fupplied by commerce ; and our pro-

duce will meet as ready a fale in war as in peace."

But any attempt to difprove thefc propofitions, cfpccially if made

with truth and ability, it declares to be the high offence oi tnnfon,

inafmuch as it tends to prove th? opinions o^ great men erroneous,

and to difcourage the people from undertaking a war, which thofe

great men have rcfolvrd to wage.

Braving all the dangers to which thofe writers are expofed, who

venture to give light to the people, on this moft interefting fubjedl,

and defpifing the threats of profecution for treafun, I (hall attempt

to develope the principles, to trace the hiftory, and to cxpofe the

fafts in relation to our alledged caufe of complaint againll Eng-

land ;—to examine our own conduft, and the allegation fo often

made, that the attack on our National flag, was wholly without

provocation ; and laftly, to confider the expediency of war, in

which will be involved, its objeAs—the profpeft of fuccefs or de-

feat ; our refources, and means of annoyance of our propofed ene-

my ; and the power, fituation, and interefts of the nation with

whom we are about to contend ; and I fliall conclude with confid-

ering the effeds of fuch a war, whether it prove fuccefsful or dif-

graceful upon our general politicks, interior and exterior, and upon

thofe great and permanent interctts, which ought never to be over-

looked when we are weighing minor queflions, or debating upon

injuries and incidents which do not affcd, or compromife our wel-

fare or exigence.

It will not be denied, that on the 2kh day of June laft, when

the attack was made on the Chefapeake, the relations between
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