
Of King WILLIAM IIL u
When king James hn^cd in Ireland^ his affairs had

certainly a very pfomifing afpefl on that fide. He brought

w^ith him a very confiderable fupply, and he found there

an army of 4.0,000 men. There were but two places in

the north vehich held out againft him, viz. London- Dirry

and Inisk'tUing. Of thefe, he determined to make himfelf

mafter, and might eafily have done it, if he had been well

advifed ; but, as bifhop Burnet juftly obferves, there was a

kind of fatality that hung on his councils. He refolyed to

begin with London'Derry^ in rcfpedt to which, two pro-

pofals were made him ; the firit was, to attack the place

vigoroufly, and take it as foon aspofHble, by ftorm ; the

other, to block up the city, and to a(5l with his great army

in fuch a manner, as might beft fuit his intereft, 'till this

place was by dint of famine compelled to furrender. Either

of thefe methods might have fucceeded ; but king yames

declined thefe, and made choice of a third, which vi'as, to

take the place by a flow fiege, in order to enure his Irijb

zxw; *o fatigues, and to render them by this kind of dif*

cipline, more fit for fcrvice. This refolution of his, gavf

time for an application to the government in England-.

and upon this, two regiments of foot, under the command

of colonel Cunningham and colonel Richards, with fomfi

fupplies, were fent thither: they arrived on the fifteenth

of April in the Lough; but colonel Lundy, who was govern

nor of the town, being, as it was believjd, in king James*s

interefl, perfuaded thofe gentlemen, that it was a thing

impra(Sticable to defend the place ; and that therefore the

befl thing they could do, was to return and fecure his ma-

jefty's troops; which they accordingly did. Thetownf-

mep, having turned out their governor^ however, made a

• noble
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