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wily ri'pi'cscntiitivo, whispering reciprocity to tlie rortui^uosc ^oy-

crmnunt, 8ii<^<j;cst('(l visions of coinnjercial greatness. Wlinl if

Portngal, by tlie ndniission of licr wines Tree of duty into Ih'itish

ports, shouhl be enabled to exclude those of Frunee and Oerniany,

mid thus enjoy a monopoly of the IJritish wine market!' How
Would other countries be abased and I'ortngnl exalted by such iv

result? Having thus touched the and»ition of the government, it

was easy to suggest that Portugal and England shoidd l)y perpetual

treat}' agreu that the wines of the former and the woollen manufac-

tures of the latter should, in a spirit of fraternal reciprocity, be

admitted into the respective countries* free of dut}'. The spider

had charmed the lly. The treaty was made.

Of the elfcc^t of this recii)rocity upon Portugal and Kngland, a

writer in tlic lirifis/i Mervhanlman, a few years after, said:

—

"IJefore tiie treaty our woollen goods, woollen serges, and cloth

products were prohibited in Portugal. They had set up fabrics

there for niaUing cloth and proceeded with very good success, anil

we might juslly apprehend they would have gone on to erect other

fabrics, until at last they had served themselves with every species

of woollen manufactures. The treaty takes olfall prohibitions and

pledges Portugal to admit, forever, all our woollen manuractures.

Their own faltrics, by this means, were perfectly ruined, and we

exported one hundred thousand pounds, sterling value, of the

single article of cloths the very year after the treaty. The court

was pesteri'd with remonstrances from their manufacturers, when

the prohibition was taken oil", pursuant to Mr. Methuen's treat}',

but the thing was passed, the treat}' was ratified, and their looms

were all ruined."

It would Impoverish our People and Involve us in War with England.

Let me not be misunderstood. I do not mean to intimate that

the ratification of the pending tieaty would reduce the United

(States to the condition of Turkey, Portugal, or China. What 1

aflirm is that, while closing the mines anil destroying many of the

industries of Canada, it would revive the languishing trade and

commerce of England, and reduce a number of our leading indus-

tries to such a condition as would impel the impoverished and

sutTering peo[)le to force the Government to disregard the stipula-

tions of the treaty, though it should involve us in years of war, and

again drive our shipping from tlie seas.


