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CHAPTER XV.

DR. DE BAUN'S APPARATUS TO RESTORE THE LOST ACTION

OF THE LUNCiS.

Di'. Edwin De Haun, of Passaic, New Jersey, has «?iven a

f^reat deal of attention to tlie problem of successfully i-estoring

suspended aniniatif»n, a subject to which the attention oi medical

men is constantly directed. This matter has been taken up by the

JVew York Worfil. The foUowiiif^ are its i-emarks on this subject

:

From time immemorial {)hysioians have directed their ingenuity

toward an effective' application of the wealth of air about us, but
without satisfactory results. Cases of sus])ended animation c<tme

under their notice every day. Men are rescued from the water after

a hard })attle with the waves, their lungs filled with water, the life's

action suspended. In the majority of instances restoration of anima-

tion cannot be effected. The lungs may be emptied of the water ;

the life-giving air, so abundant, is at hand, and, if it could only be

foi'ced into the organs and respiration started, life could be renewed.

I'hysicians' efforts to solve the problem have been unceasing, but not

always with success.

usi'AL KFForrrs at HKsrs( itation.

When a man is rescued from the water, the first thing sought to

be done is to empty the lungs of wat«>r by lifting him from the ground
head downward, atul in other ways. Then he is laid on his back,

the arms raised t(» expand the lungs, and a rhytlnnic contraction

and expansion of the chest walls effected by alternate |)ressure and
relaxation. Sometimes the forcing process has been kept up for

hours witli ultimate success ; but considering the possibilities recog-

nized in artificial respiration the results have l)een, in many cases,

iiiv from (Micouraging.

Dr. De P>aun has w(»rked (»n an entiiely new line, and the result

of his experiments and observation is a method of internal respira-

ti<»n which, he claims, cannot possibly fail. His attention was first

directed to the subject by a case of suspended animation in a newly-

b(»rn child. It has \wen the practice in such cases to force air into

the lungs of tl.e infant by breathing into its m(»uth and then con-

tracting the lungs V)y pressure upon the chest. But this is a disagree-

able, and not always a successful operation.

Dr. De Baun decided to tiy a new expedient. He [)asHed a small

rubbei- tube through the nose of the infant and down into the throat.

Closing the mouth, he foi'ced air through the tube from a rubber bag,


