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My Ministers have been gratified to see the all-time record in house
construction which ‘has been made possible by Government loans under the
National Housing Act. They will recommend to you further amendments to
that Act to continue this programme and to encourage the flow of private funds
into mortgages.

For the purpose of increasing the range and effectiveness of the guarantees
provided for financing exports, you will be asked to make certain amendments"
to the Export Credits Insurance Act.

My Government will place before you certain amendments to the laws
respecting trade practices.

You will be asked to consider a bill containing numerous amendments
to the Canada Shipping Act.

My Government will request your approval of its participation in a
contributory plan to provide medical benefits for civil servants pursuant to
recommendations of the National Joint Council of the Public Service.

A comprehensive review of the provisions of the Veterans’ Land Act will
be proposed and amendments to ensure that veteran farmers also can take
greater advantage of modern agricultural practices. Amendments to the
Veterans Rehabilitation Act and the War Service Grants Act will also be
recommended.

My Government will recommend an amendment to the Federal-Provincial
Tax Sharing Arrangements Act to extend for another year the increase made
last year in the Provincial share of personal income tax revenue.

My Government proposes. that the entire subject of financial relations
between the Dominion and the Provinces shall receive continued active
cooperative study. All Provincial Governments are being asked to agree to
the use, for this purpose, of the machinery of the existing Federal-Provincial
Continuing Committee on Fiscal and Economic Matters working under the
direction of a committee consisting of the Minister of Finance and all Provincial
 Treasurers.

My Ministers will recommend to you action to alleviate the discriminatory
effects of the recent horizontal increase in freight rates.

Recommendations for a number of changes in the Criminal Code will be
placed before you including some to strengthen the provisions respectmg
obscene literature.

My Ministers will propose to you measures to revise the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Act and to revise and consolidate the relevant pension provisions.

You will be asked to approve a statute to authorize the appointment of
Parliamentary Secretaries to Ministers of the Crown.

My Government will put forward a resolution to establish a Joint Com-
mittee of both Houses to review the Indian Act and the administration of
Indian affairs.

A recommendation will be placed before you for a statute to continue
on a permanent basis the supplementary pensions for retired civil servants,
members of the Armed Services and of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
that were provided on an interim basis by an appropriation last year.

My Ministers will recommend an increase in the total funds that may be
expended under the Trans-Canada Highway Act.

You will be asked to revise the Seeds Act, to approve and implement by
statute an agreement with the Province of New Brunswick concerning Indian
lands, and to extend the Fisheries Improvement Loans Act for a further
three years.




