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the support of thc menibers of my sile of
the House. But after ail is said and done,
that is nothing- except carrying- out the
work which w-as bc.gunl and ably carried
on hv in\ hion. friend Mr. Fisher during
the period hie w-as Minister of Agriculture.
If they w-ill do if as well as hie did, and
produce as good resu]ts as lie dià, they
shall have mvi hiearty comniendation and
support. I reg-ret, however, to see that
there is one proposition they make which
is specious enough on the face of it, but
which requires a great deal of eareful con-
sideration, that is the proposition to co-
operate %vifh the several indivi-dial pro-
vinces for the purpose o! constructing
roads. Nowv that is a thing which may or
niay not, under certain conditions, be of
advantare to the country, but the hion.
gentleman lias not alluded in the slightest
deg-ree f0 certain facts wvhich are very ma-
ternal in this connection, and which this
Senqte ought in particular to seriously con-
aider when any sucli measure is brought
before theni. Everybody who knows any-
thing- of the economic conditions of Can-
ada knows perfectly well that there are
rnany provinces whichi tax themselves at
this present nmoment very highly for local
and municipal purposes, and others which
hardly tax themiselves at al], and they know
perfectl 'v well there are inany of those"prov-
mnes whieli contribute to the Dominion
treasury surns per head vastly in -excess of
tîtiose that are contributed 'by others. Now
1arn perfectly willing that those provinces

wvhicli are richi should confribute in propor-
tion ta their ineans, but it is not s0 cletar
f0 me thiat provinces like Manitoba, Saskaf-
che-ivan. Alberta and British Columbia
whicli are already heavily taxing themselves
for -municipal purposes, and whiehi are al-
readv contributing enornious sums to the
public treasury, langzer in proportion to their
population thonii those of niany other pro-
vinces, slhould lie compelled out of that con-
tribution of theirs to submrit to heavy ex-
penditures ier the benefit of othier portions
of the conluitiiv who dIo îlot choose, and
never have chiosen f0 tax themiselves fur mnu-
nicipal purposes. Therefore. I doubt excee'J-
mngLlv the wîsdamn or pro.priety of rnixing
togetlier the Doiniion aud the pirovincial
finances an\v more than we have dlone.

Those who remnember the circumstances
iiidcr w'hi-cl our confederation was forxned
aLre aware that the systern a-f subsidizing
f.hc provinces was had recourse to with
extreine reluctance. Il wa,, necessary f0 do
it, or let the whole scherne go by the board,
but the fathers of condederation were not
lilind to the dangers which -were likely to
arise from that, and lookîng at it froîn the
constitutional point of view I can con-
ceive of nothing more Iikely ta- encourage
ê'xtravac-ance, or corruption for the matter
of that, than requiring one party to provide
the .money for other parties to spend. Un-
iess great cane is taken, I arn afraid that
will be the result under the proposition
which lias been. suggested by the gover.n-
ment ol to-day. However, that can ho het-
ter -discussed when we have the niatter ho-
fore us in detail, as I prebunie it Nvill lie in
reýasonable time.

Now with reference to reciprocitv, I de-
sire to say but one thing witli respect f0

certain inatters which have lafely trans-
pired and which transpired during the
course of hast election. I have not the
s(light-est objection whatever to the people
M- Canada decidîng for themselves as tbey
sec fit whether or not they shoubd -exfend
t-hein trade relations with the peo-ple of the
United States. That was thein dlean rig-ht.
No.body cean dispute it, but I do ohjtct and
did object at the timne in the strong-est pos-
sible manner to the unfortunate way in
which the 4contt was coxîducted. on the
part of a very great portion of the press and
srpport(-rs of lion. gentlenmen opposite. If
there is one tinei more flian another t-bat
evcry Canadi-an siatüsiiman xvho is worthyv
of thîe naine oug-ht to avoid it is fostering
or pandering tu a spinit of lîostility anîd
onirnosity between Canada and the United
Sfttus. Now, for nionths togetiier I1ouI
i.ot take up an opposition paper of that day
frouuî one end of Canada to flie other vith-
ouf seeing- somre slur or taunt or innuendo
or scurrilous attack-for if amounted to
that very often-on the people and govern-
ment of the Uaited States. I observed
saune littie time ago that the present prem-
ier took occasion at a dinner in the Cîty
.-À Nc-w Yorkz f0 express to the ipeople ani
fhurounlu the press the remankalile gocod wvill
auid affection whlîi lie enterfained towards


