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any hope of getting out of their difficulties.
I cannot go into a group of unemployed men
without feeling sick at heart. Here are these
men, without hope in the warld, dragging out
an existence through charity day after day,
week after week and month after month.
What prospect is there for them?

May I refer to one consideration, that may
not be considered very proper-to hundreds
and thousands, and, in the aggregate, tens of
thousands of these men being forced to, live
celiba-te lives. Any of us who are familiar
with logging campe know something of the
problemn connected with that type of life,
where great bodies of men are concerned.
Those who have had anything to do with
muen who have been, at the front know some-
thing of the probletus arising out of that
kind of if e. Those were men living active
lives, very often f ull of excitement, of interest.
But take thousands of men who have nothing
of the normal satisfactions and responsibilities
of home if e and can you imagine the effect
of month afte-r month and year after year of
that type of existence? I do not think any
hon. memiber who has any knowledge of the
world or who has relatives who possibly are
in a plight of this kind, can very well contem-
plate with equanimity the continuance of such
a condition.

I wonder if I might mention an incident
that occurred only to-day? I was in a little
restaurant at noon and a man who had been
an employee of this governmfent came over
ta the table where I was sitting. He told me
that he had been up against it for a long
time, ever since he had bast his position with
the govrrnment; that he had tramped the
city; that he had done everything in bis power
ta obtain work; that he bad gone out as an
agent and, as the depression went on, failed
ta make a sufficient commission to pay bis
expenses and bhat he had determined that the
only thing for him ta do was ta leave Can-
ada an'd seek, if possible, to enlist in the
service of a f oreigu country. But be said:
"The thing that worries me, that breaks my
heart, is that I have four children wbom I
must leave bebind. My wife 'is dead and I
have four children depending upon me, I have
a stuail pension that ig about equal to keeping
those cbildren and two or three of tbem are
in a school while one is with its grandmother."
There were perhaps only two or three people
in the restaurant, but it is a public place and
yet the poor fellow broke down and oried at
the thought of leaving his famiily and going
ta a foreign coun'try. He would have ta
enlist for two or three years and leave them
in Canada, but this was the only thing left

f or him ta do. There is no one in this house
but must be touched by a case of that kind.
Every ane of us would be willing ta give a
few dollars ta help an individual, but sucb
money would be of little real service -in such
a case. My acquaintance wais flot asking me
for money. He was simply telling me of his
struggle. Ris case is typical of that of thou-
sands throughout the country.

In making this appeal I amn not talking
party politics, but I would urge that there
rests upon the federal government, as repre-
senting the country a responsibility ta see ta
it that a man of this kind is flot forced ta
leave Canada or ta live a if e of crime or to
abandon bis children; rather, we should s0
arrange aur affairs that in some way he can
be found work. Nothing less is sufficient for
us; that is aur responsibility to-day. That
is the reasan I arn making this hast appeal,
that the government adopt a broader, more
constructive policy and not merely provide
for bandouts ta the provinces and municipal-
idies for actual cases of distress, but under-
take to provide -real ernplayrnent so that these
men may maintain their self-respect.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: Even at the risk of
seeming ta delay the resolution at this stage,
I shouhd hike ta draw ta the attention of the
mînister one or two matters sa that he may
give me the information, ahthough nat neces-
sarily t'a-d-ay. I arn not going ta asic him for
that, 'but I shouid like him ta be prepared
ta give it at 'the next stage af the bill, pref-
erably on the second reading.

Befare raising thýose questions, may I remark
that this is the second time a bill -of this kind
has die'd by the efflux of time. The original
measure died on March 1, and remained dead
for a solid montb, the gavernment apparently
aperating without any authority during that
period.

Mr. GORDON:- During that month the gov-
ernment spent, no money whatever.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: True, the new bill
that came inta force about the first of April
was made retroactive and of the same farce
and effect as if the aid measure had neyer
died. We can excuse that once, but why have
the same thing repeated witb the new bill?
This is the f ourtb of May by the calendar.
Daes the minister as a hawyer think it is good
legisiative practice ta be constantly having
retroactive legisiatian invalidating otber legis-
lation, any more than we can absolutely belp?
It looks as if the gavernment was quite
satisfied with slithering alang with taîh-end
hegisiation. That is what brings ridicule on
this gaverumnent. I have 'been in gavernment


