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this credit-a substantial measure of thds unremoved, would be nearly as bad as to
credit-is due to the wlse policy and to the leave all outstanding questions in their pre-
economIcal and etleient administration of my sent condition. I thlink I am justified in
rlght hon. friend who leads the Government. drawing this further conclusion. When ithe

The next paragraph in the Speech refers commissioners adjourned, they stated that
to the international Conymission. Bef ore there was one cause of difference between
dealing with that, let me say a word witb them, namely, that wlith regard to the Alaska
respect to two of tie more pryminlent mem- boundary. It -is a fair inference to draw,
bers iof that Commli.ssion who were stricken that upon all the questions under cousidera-
by the hand of death before their laibours tion, there was either an agreement, or there
were consumvmated, I refer to Senator Ding- was such an interchange of views between
ley and to Lord Herschell. When Senator the different members of that commission,
Ddngley died, we could not but notice that as that they knew tihey could come to an
the sorrow for bis death was as widespread; ultimate agreement-a fair compromise-that
and just as -heartfelt in Eugland and inI they could sele for instance, the ques-
Canada as ln the Uniited States. And when tion of the North-east Atlantie fisheries, the
Lord Herschell died we could not but notice, question of the Allien Labour Law, (le ques-
also, that the sorrow and sympa.thy express- tion of the Alaska seal fishery, and also
ed in the United stý>tes were even greater that they could arrive at a reasonable reel-
and deeper than for thedr own illustrious i procity treaty between the two countries.
statesman. Thtat shows ,tha>t the dividing' Before we Sau ei-ther give credit or Impute
line between us all is a narrow oue ; in fact, blame, it is necessary that we should know
inay hardly be said to eist. It shows that exactly where the disagreement between the
we are ail members of one brotherhood, Of, Aerican and Canadian commissioners
one commron Anglo-Saxon family. Lot me arose. 'The statement made by etheni to the
make another remark. It was said of lthe public was-and we are bound to assume
laite lamented Sir John A. Macdonald that it correct-that they differed on the ques-
before he died lhe expressed the wish that lie tion of tihe Alaska boundary, that they
migit die at the post of duty. I believe that could not come to any understanding re-
welsh was gratifed. And, se far as Lord garding the terms of the old treaty between
Hersehell is concerned, it may be said Ofi Englan and Russia, that they could fot
him also that he died in harness-died in the agree upon the commencement of the Une of
performance of a labour of love that lhe had delimitation, or upon its location. Especial-
undertaken on behalf of the peo>le of Can- ly, they could not agree as to whether that
ada-died in the performance of a duty that line of delimitation ran across the Lynn
he owed to the Sovereigu and to the Empire Canal or round the head of t. ren the
--died,etoo, in performing or in the attempt uestion of arbitration arose. The Uni.ted
to perform, one of the noblest tasks that cau States comamissioners consented to submit
be undertaken by mortality, the task, in the the matter to arbitration but only upon
first place. of smoothing away the differences terms mnich t wa.s impossible for the Brit-
and of settling permanently the disputes be- Ish and Canadian commIssioners to agree to.
tween Canada and the Undted States, and The first divergence was this : The Anmeri-
the stIll higher and nobler task of endeavour- cans sald We will submit this matter to
ing ·to bring dnto greater harmony and co- arbitration; but. so far as Dyea aud Skag-
operat1on the two great branches of the way are concerned, as well as the territories
Anglo-Saxon race. now occupied hberewith, whatever the re-

We have to regret, Mr. Speaker, that we sult of the arbItration-whether 4t shall be
are not in possession of all the faets which ascertained tihat these towns are within
would enable us to fairly judge of the work British territory or not-nevertbeless. they
and result of the commission. We have to re- shall be deeined to be American territory.
member that the mouths of the cominssion- That was on 'the prinelpie of "Tails I win
ers are sealed, and that the door of tihe coem- beads you lose.'' Thaît was a proposi-
mission chamber was closed. But, Sir, there tion that could not possibly be accepted,
are some thdngs of whàch we may say we are l reason, by the Canadian commissioners,
fairly cognizant. We know that the com- our representatives could not withdraw
mission sat for six months, or nearly so, and from the arbltration. what seems to me
that our commissioners made an -bonest1 to be the very essence of the dispute. Our
an earnest, and, I may add, a persisterit! commissioners were not willing to give up.
effort to settle the varlous causes of differ- and they refused to give up, any portion of
enees existing between tihe two nations. In Brltish terrItory or .Brltish terrltorial right.
making that effort, they have met witi the and, In takIng that stand, they vindicated
approbation of our whole people without re- the honour and independence of Canada.
gard te party. Another statement I may There w-as another cause of difference, and
fairly make Is, that our commissioners laid thaît was, ftihat the AmerIcan commissloners
down the poelly that we want to settle all proposed that there should be three arbitra-
the existlng differences, that %ve want, for tors on each side. but ne umpre. Our come-
the purpose ef settlement, te pool these missioners took the grounds that this was
differences. TPhat I think ~was a wdse l rtually ne arbistraition at all. as it did not
course to pursue, because to leave one provide for a finahity. TLhe probabllty would
subject unsettled, or ene cause of lrritation be that the Canadian representa-tives would
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