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this credit—a substantial measure of this
credit—ls due to the wise policy and to the
economical and etlicient administration of my
right lien. friend who leads the Governmeut.

_ The next paragraph in the Speech refers;

to the International Commission. Befqre
dealing with that, let me say a word with

l .
unremoved, would be mnearly as bad as to
leave all outstanding questions in their pre-
sent conditien. I think I am justified in
i drawing this further conclusion. When the
commissioners adjourned, they stated that
there was one cause of difference detrween
them, namely, that with regard to the Alaska
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be undertaken by mortality, the task, in the | the matter to arbitration but only upon
first place. of smoothing away the differences
and of settling permanently the disputes be-
tween Conada and the United States, and
the still higher and nobler task of endeavour-
ing to bring into greater harmony and co-
operation the two great branches of the
Anzlo-Saxon race.

We lhave to regret, Mr. Speaker, that we
are not in possession of all the facts which
would enable us to fairly judge of the work
and result of the commissicn. We have to re-

member that the mouths of the commission-

ers are sealed, gnd that the door of the com-
mission chamber was closed. But, Sir, there
are some things of which we may say we are
rfairly cognizant. We kpow that the com-
mission sat for six months, or nearly so, and
that our commissioners made an -honest
an earnest, and, I may add, a persistent
effort to settle the various causes of giffer-
ences existing between the two nations. In
making that effort, they have met with the
approbation of cur whole people without re-
gard fe party. Another statement I may
fairly make is, that our commissioners laid
down the policy that we want to settle all
the existing differences, that we want, for
- the purpose of settlement, to pool these
differences. “That I think :was a4 wise
course ip pursue, because to leave ome
subject unsettled, or one cause of irritation
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termas which it was impossible for the Brit-
ish and Canadian commissioners to agree to.
The first divergence was this : The Ameri-
cans sald : We will submit this matter to
arbitration ; but. so far as Dyea and Skag-
way are concerned, as well as the territories
now occupied therewith, whatever the re-
sult of the arbitration—whether 4t shall be
ascertained that these towns are within
British territcry or not—mnevertheless, they
shall be deemed io be American territory.
That was on the principle of ¢ Tails I win ;
ineads you lose.” That was a proposi-
itlon that could mot possibly be saccepted,
in reason, by the Canadian commissioners,
our representatives could not withdraw
fromm the arbitration. what seems to me
to be the very essence of the dispute. QGur
commissjoners were not willing 4o give up.
and they refused to give up, any portion of
British territory or «British territorigal right.
and, in taking that stand, they vindlecated
the honour and independence of Canada.
There was another cause of difference, and
that was, that the Americar commissioners
proposed that there should be three arbitra-
tors on each side. but no umpire. Our com-
missioners took the grounds that this was
virtually no arbitration at all. as it did not
previde for a finality. The probability would
be that the (Canadian representatives would




